 UFFERINGS 


OR 
The beſt Work in the worſt Times. 


WHEREIN 


The Neceſſity, Excellency, and ſtan: of tit readineſs 
for Sufterings are evinced and preſcribed;-our.call '. * 
to Suffering cleared, and tiie great: unreadineſs of. -—b 


þ many Proteſſours bewailed. PI 55. o 
#0 2.400 7. 
y Fohn Flavel elMiniſter of Chriſti in \ Devon. -j > 
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avienci meliora ſunt in wide dacriota vere in ex- _ 
pectatione, Plut.de Tranquil. 2 
aravius eft yulnus quod non expectatur ,. & Ma - A Y 
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TO-THE 
FADER» 


T wis the obſervation 
of the Learned Gerſon 
mY, whe the world 'was 
"not ſo © old By*many 

| = 4snow it is) cHaFAdbn; 
| es "my __- 
A. EY 


- _ "A *Y tf en: q $- art 0 us L. Io EY x2 
3 9k. 94 
5+ 000 -" AE." x". ) * 


The. Epiſtle. | 
fiaas : The aged world , like 
aged perſons, dotes and 
grewes whimſical in its. old 
age: the truth of which ob- 
ſervation is | confirmed by 
no one thing more, than the 
fond and groundleſs dreams 


and phantaſmes of tranqui-. 


lity and continuing proſpe- 


rity wherewith = multi- 4 


tude pleaſe themſelves , \c- 


ven whilſt the /ins of the | 


times are ſo great , and the 
ſigns of the times ſo fad and 
lowring as they Are. 

Tris not the deſign of this 
Manual,to ſcare.and ,aftright 


any, man; with -,. 41magmary 


Agee much. "gy low % | 
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diſcontents of the times: It 
berng a juſt-matter of Ja- 
mentation , that all che to- 
kens 'of Gods anger pro- 
duce- with -many of us no 
berter: fruit, but bold-'Cen- 


. fures and loud' Clamours, 
inſtead of humihation: for 
4 our own ſins, and due pre- 


paration ' to_ take up” our 
own Croſs, and tollovy 
Chriſt in a ſuffering. patch, 
which 1s the only mark'and 


aim of this Tract, 2: 


'We read the Hiſtones 


of the Primitive Sufferers, 


but not with a Spirit pre- 
pared to follovy them. Some 
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 » The 'Epittle 


Cenſure them as too prodi- 
val of their bloud , and o- 
thers commend : their Cou+ 
rage and Conſtancy; .. but 
where are they that .ſin- 
cerely reſolve and prepare 
to be followers of them; who 


. thro faith -and ptatence inhe- 
Tit the promiſes © Hebhis- 


12. or take them for an 
Example of ſuffering af- 
fiition and of patience, Fam, 
5. 10. | 

Tt is as much our intereſt, 


e 


as it 15 our duty to: be ſeaſo- j 
nably. avvakned out of our : 


pleaiant,'but moſt pernicious 
drovvzinels. Troubles will 


LY 
AE > S.. --4 


EP T3. 1, 


be ſo much the more ſinking . 
Sn: Ge 


tothe Reader, 
. | and ;intellerable , . by how 
. | much they ſteal upon us K | 
| wvay of furprizal. .: For loo 
| as expectation deflowreth any 
| | temporal ;comfort, by ſuck- 
'} ing 'out. much of the ſweet- 
- 8 neſs thereof. before hand, and 
| ſo we find the leſs in it. 
\* when we come to the actual 
'+ enjoyment : So the expecta- 


! tion of evils abates much of 
, the dread and terrour , by 
' accuſtoming our thoughts 
- before hand to them; and 


| making preparation for them: 
7 fo thatwe find them not fo. 
| grievous, amazing and 1nto- 
lzrable when they are come 


 1ndeed, -. 
| Aa Tw 


 « OF - Epiftler 

"This ' was exemplified 49: 
u$- very; ITrvely by holy: 
Mr. Bradford the Martyf,” 
when. the Keepers Wife 
came. .rpaning unto his: 
Chamber laying, O My. 
Bradford. I bring you heavy 
Tidings, for to morrow you 


mut be burned , your (hain 


is now buying, and. preſently 
you m:ft go to Newpate. 


te put off his. Hat, and 
ſhane x. to Heaven ſaid, 
() Los d T1 thank thee fr 


it, { have looked: for this 


#2 10NT tlme: it comes not 


if '] 


gada; nnly to me, the Lord 
10 WOr thy of it : See 


Pa ample the ſizgular 
ad- 
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advantage' of a prepartda and! 
| ready foul,: 
' Reuder; The Cup. of 
Sufferings 15 a very biter' 
| Cup, and it is but needful 
' that we provide ſomewhat 
' to fweeten it, that we may 
be able to PEREER it with 
{ Thankſgiving : And what 
! thoſe ſweetring ingredients 
| are, and how to prepare 
| them, you will have ſome 
| direction and help 1n the fol- 
' lowing diſcourſe, which hath 
\ Once already honnh preſent- 
"ed to the publick view ; 
| and that it may at this time 
4allo (wherein nothing can 
{ be. more ſeaſonable) be- 


Come 


Is * + 


The\\EpiPle; &c. 
come)farther uſeful and af: 
ſiſting to the people: of God: 


{ty: their preſent Dues, 1s the 


hearty Qabre Of: -omiioitts, Þ 


c " a b Y L by v . 
5s 4+ I oO '$ 4 | d d ? * vl Py IF < p 


TFrACrANE 


 Thint and, the Churches 
Frere 47 Servant, n. vine, 


P . 
_ if \ 
- & - 
4 % j 
F 
s 


* 4. "— 


r 
” 
[4 : 
bd 
#. 
, ; 
« 
I x 
bom Fruous TX  __ArAtT. T2Z7..00 1 IEICE SIONS AIAN 7 IEERTY OO 
p ; 
MF. 
r $A 
- 
7 
— 
p = 
' ” 
' 


AYP 2682082 20 26088 | 


= HY NBD NES BZ $5: I 


| VESTK: F OD BELOVED: "PPP 


; 


% p % ®, by 
_ 0. uh. » % 4 4 
. *»@ » © ” 
} 
* 
”" Wagy<. - 
. 
» 'G 
. 
- 
% 
+ * * 


T 3 ce CHAPTER I. 


Hhflin the Vixt is ojeni, and the 
Doftrine Propounaed. ” 


CHAP! Il. 


Shews. that although God takes wo delight 1n 
aſflitting his people, yet ſometimes he ex- 
poſeth them to great and grievous ſuffer- 
ings ; with a brief account why or hows 
» calls them thereunto, 


CHAP. IIL 


Shews 1 that it is uſual with God to. premonifh 
tis people of epprouchjng 7 rials and 
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| The Contents. 
- Suffertngs,with ſome acconnt of the manner 
"how and reaſons * why he ſo forewarns 


Demonſtrating the excellency of a prepared 
heart for the worft of ſufferings, and 
what .e bl:ſſed thing it is tobe ready to be 

F bound, or ae ' for Ghrift, as Paul here 

"| 4 dd. RY z, TER x 
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"WAS 


I AT I 7 

Evincing the neceſſity of” a ſolind and real 

. work of. grace unon-the:; heart, to. fit a-man 
for the ſuffer ings of Chr gh, \#/ 

1 fl SAEED Y bl 
&HAP.; VI. 

Hherein the. ature of: this work-of grace 
in. which our habitual fitneſs for Jufferings 
lies, is briefly openea ; and an account 

. givengf the great advantage the gracious 

perſon nath by it, for ſuffering work. 


CHAP, VII. 


4 


In which the neceſſity of getting clear eviden- - | 
ces of, the work of grace in ns, in order to 


. our readineſs for ſufferings, is held forth bs : : 
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.- Che Conterts, hs 
the nature of that: euigence ound 
divers things thet 6lewa and obſcure it , 
removed out of the way. 


CHAP. VIL 


a... Ad 


Diſcovering the neceſſity of - an "\idwproved 
faith fer the right management of «fuffer- 
ings, and diretting te ſome [pecinl \mweans 

 for#be improvement thereof. 


\ ©, 
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Shewing the need and uſefulneſs of Chriſtian 
fortitude in times of ſuffering and danger, 

with 4 brief account . of the nature thereof, 
_ and the right means of attaining it;.\ 


CHAP. X. SP | 


Diſcovering the neceſſity of an heart mortifi- 
ed to all earthly enjoyments, in ovale? to our 
readineſs for a time of ſuffering, with - [e- 


veral djrettions for the attaining thereof. 


f ” _ o> 
CHAP l 
BY ot - 


$4 re 


Hherein is opened the ſingular - advantage 
og ſufferrag Saints * have by" their 5kill 
. 61d dafight 17 the methods axd\ myſteries 
of \Sttans temptations 3-ſome of $7 
| 1\ 0 [4 '0 as By 
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The: Oontetits. 
thols::opened, and rules for avoiding the 
danger briefly preſeribed. © 


CHAP, XxIL 


Sheweth that a choice part of our preparation 


for ſufferings confifteth in t ry hb 
ment of our praying abilities, and keeping 


in days of temptation and diftreſs;'where- 
in alſoof the nature, and means of its 
zmprovemente - 


Diſcovering the neceſſity of going out of our 


bitual and attual preparations are at the 
greateſt height; ana depending as conſtantly 
and intirely upon the influences of his Spi- 
. rit-.as tf. we had:done nothing: togethe? 
with. the. means of working our hearts in- 


20 ſuch a frame, 
-*- O_ WW... 
Containing the #rf A of the point by way 


of - Convittion ; diſcovering thz wareed:- 
neſs of. multitudes of prafeſſours,for ſuſer- 
 iug-work, notwithſlanding the\gracions-re- 
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cloſe. with God in that heavenly exerciſe 


ſelves. to. Feſus Chriſt, even when our ha- i 
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The Contents 
long continued calls both of the word and 
the rod. -d 


CHAP. XV. 


| Making a farther improvement of the point 

by way of Exhortation to all profeſſors to 
prepare themſelves for greater trials;where 
p ſeveral motives are propounded to excite 
* them to their duty. 


| CHAP. XVI, 


Containing the laſt uſe of the point by way 
| of ſupport and comfort to poor trembling 
ſouls, who though they do take pains to 
i} avake themſelves ready for ſufferings, yet 
| finding ſuch frength in Satans femptati- 
tions, and their own: Corruptions, fear 
that all their laboar is in vain, and that 
they ſhall faint and apoſtatize when their * 
tryals and troubles ul come to an height. 
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17hen Paul anſwered, What 'meexy yeto 
1 weep, and break my heart? for 1 aj 
{ , ready, wbt to be bolttdd oply, but alſo t0 dre 
ar Jerufalem for the Name of the Zord 
| Feſms. 
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CHAP. I. # 


Wherein the Tet is opeted; and the Doftrine pro 
pounded. | 


He Divine Providence is.not more A 
ſignally diſcovered:in'governing the $. 
Motions of the Clouds, than' it: is 
in diſpoſing| and: ordering the Spi- 
rits and Motions of. the Miniſters of 1.4 

the Goſpel, who ina myſtical-ſenſe. are fruitful "R 

1 Clouds to diſpence rhe ſhowers of Goſpel-Bleſ- 4 

| ſings ro the World. The Motion of the'Clouds * 
| iS not{poantaneous, but they move as: theywure 

, NE FFP O0ET; One can Golpel-Mim 


5 - + 4 


” 
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Preparation for Sufferings\ or, 
ſters chuſe their own Stations, and govern their 
owh'Motions; but muſt go when and where the 
Spirit 'and Providence of God dire&ts and | 
U 


tery vapours whichare-bound up in. Clouds, and 
conveyed” according to the motion of the 
Winds : This Journey was full of danger ; Paul 
foreſaw_ his buſineſs was not only to plant the 
Goſpel at Ferufalem with his DoCtrine, but to 
water it: alſo with his blood ; but fo effectualt 


was* his. Will determined by the Will of God, 


that he chearfully complies with his duty there- 
in, whatſoever difficulties and dangers did at- 
tend it; RY | 

And indeed it was his great advantage, that 
the Will of God was ſo plainly and convin- 
cingly revealed to him touching this matter ; 
for no ſooner did he imploy himſelf to obey this 
Call of God, but he is preſently afſaulted by 


—_ ſtrong temptations to decline it. 


e firſt Rub he met in his way, was from the * 
Diſciples of Tyre, who pretending to ſpeak by | 
the Spirit, ſaid unto Paxl, that he fhould not SO | 

IS 


-UP to Feruſalem, Afﬀs 21.4. the Lord by t 


trying the Spirit of his Apofile much, as he did 
the young Prophet coming from Fudea to Be-} 


Fel, x Kings 13.18. but not with like ſucceſs. 


idesthem;..as will eyidently appear in, that | 

exous Voyage to 7eruſalem inwhich the A- 
poſtle was at this time ingaged ; As 20. 22. | 
And now behold I go bound in the Spirat to Jeruſa- f 
lem : [bound 'in the Spirit] alluding to the wa- * 
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His next diſcouragement was at Ceſarea, | 


- where Agabus (whom Dorotheus affirms to be} 
- of the ſeventy two Diſciples, and had before 
-propheſied of the Famine inthe Reign of Clau- 


4 


6: -&& | Paris: 
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«4., Which accordingly came to paſs ) takes!},,, 


for 
the 


» 
i 
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The beſt Work, in the worſt Times. 
Pauls Girdle, and binding his own: hands; and 
feet with it, ſaid, Thus ſaith the Holy Ghoſt, [/> 

i ſhall the Jews at Jeruſalem bind the man that ow- 
eth this Girdle; and ſhall deliver him into the hands 
of the Gentiles, ver. 11. And ſurely he was not 

|. ignorant what he muſt expect when ever he 

* fhould fall into their hands; yet neither could 

- this affcight him from his duty. * -n. 

;- But then, laſt of all, he meeteth with the 

: ſoreſt tryal from his deareſt friends, who fell 

upon him with paſſionate entreaties, and many 

tears, beſeeching him to decline that Journey - 

O they could not give up ſuch a Miniſter 'as 

J Paul was! This even melted him down, and al- 

] moſt brake his heart; which yet was eaſier to 

} do, than to turn him out of the path of Obe- 

+ dience : Where by the way we may note two 

+ things; | IN Lo 

; Firſt, That Divine Precept, not Providence, 

{ is to rule out our way of duty. . 


— 
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ragements whatſoever will juſtifie our negle& of 
! aknown duty. EEG 
3 AI theſe Rubs he paſſes over, all theſe dif- 
couragements he overcame with this Heroick 
! and truly Chriſtian reſolution in the Text; 
\ What mean ye to weep, and to break, my heart ? for 
1 am ready not tobe bound only, but alſo to die at 
Jeruſalem, for the Name of the Lord Feſus. 
In which words we have : 
i. A loving and gentle rebuke. 
2. Aquieting aid calming Argument. 
Firſt, He lovingly and gently rebukes their 
fond and inordinate ſorrow for his departure, in 
I theſe words, What mean ye to weep, and break, my 


B2 paſhonate 


Secondly, That no hinderances or diſcou- | 


A#eart ? as if he ſhould ſay, What mean thele 


Preparation for Sufferings ;, or. q 
paſſionate Entreaties, and tempting Tears? to: | t 
[0 

t 


what purpoſe is all this a-do ? they are but fo 
many Snares of Satan to turn. my heart out of | 
the way. of Obedience : You doas much as in |. 
you lies to break my heart; let there be no. 
more 'of this, I beſeech you. | 
_ *'Secondly, He labours to Charm their unruly. ” 
paſſions with a'very quieting and calming Argu- 
ment ;. For 1 am ready ,, &Cc.. «niuas txo parate | t 
habee.. 1 am prepared and fitted: for the greateſt , 
ſafferings which ſhall-befall me in the purſuit of : : 
my duty, be it a Prifon, or be it Death,. I am: |; 
provided for either ; Liberty is dear, and Life i 
much dearer., but Chriſt is dearer than either. 
But what was there in all this to ſatisfie them | pe 
whoſe trouble it was to ſee him ſo forward ? let © b 
the: words be conſidered, and we ſhall find di- | 7 
vers things in them to ſatisfie and quiet their 
hearts, and make them willing to give him up. », re 
Firſt, 7 amready, thatis, God hath fitted and: | by 
prepared my keart- for. the greatcft- Sufferings ;: ! n« 
this is the work of God; fleſh and blood would: :; th 
never be-brought to this, were not all its inte- : 7, 
reſts and inclinations ſubdued: and' over-ruled ! 
by the Spirit of God*:- What do ye therefore in: } © 
all this but work againſt the Deſign of- God, { 
who harh fitted and prepared my heart for. this { 
fervice? bY 
Secondly, 7 am ready, that is, my will and're- $ 
ſolution ſtands in a full bent, my heart is fixed, Þ 
you cannot therefore ſtudy to do me a greater: þ 
injury , than to diſcompoſe and diſorder my # 
heart again, by cafting ſuch temptations as theſe jy 1 
in my way, to cauſe the fleſh to rebel, and the | 
Enemy that is within to renew his oppoſition. +I PL 
Thirdly, 1am ready, thay is, my heart is fo . 1 


The:beſt Work, in the.morſt.'Times. $, 
fixed to follow.the Call of God whatever. ſhall 
befall me, that all your tears and:entreaties, to.. 
the contrary are but caſt away, they. cannot a[-: 
| ter myfixed purpoſe, you. had as good be quiet. 
{.and chearfully reſfign-me to.the Will of God, . 
| Thus you ſee the Equipage and .preparation; 
| of Pauls Spirit to receive both Bonds and, 

- * Death for Chriſt at Few/alem:; this made, hinp 
victorious over the temptations. of Friends, an 

| the malice and cruelty. of his Enemies ; by this 

, readineſs and preparation of his mind. he was, 

© carried through all, 'and inabled to finiſh his, 

'/-courſe. with joy. -From hence the Obſervation. . 


» 


FLE EE. 
| Thar it is a bleſſed and excellent thing for the Do@: 
\ | people of God to be prepared, and. ready for the 
| hardeſt ſervices, and Worſt Sufferings to which the, 
| Lord may call then. 
This is that which every gracious heart is 
j racking after , praying and ſtriving to obtain, 
© but ah how few attain it ? Certainly there are 
- ] not many among the multitude. of Profeſſors of 
; this Generation, that can. ſay as Pau] here did, 
; T am ready to be bound, or to die for Chris. 


| CHAP. 11. 


1 Shews that although God takes no delight in affiit- 
! #2g his people; yit he ſometimes expoſeth them to 
great and grievous Sufjerings, with a brief ac- 
count Why, and how he calls them thcreunto. 


1 Ee Mercies and Compaſſions of God over 
| his people are exceeding great and tender, 
A PAL 103. 14. Like as 4 Father piticth his Chil- 

- | dren, 


_— 


2h Preparation for Sufferings ; or, 
dren, ſo the Lord pitieth them that fear him; he 
delights not in afflicting and grieving them, 


Lam. 3. 33. He doth not affiitt willingly, ner grieve | 
the Children of men. The Scripture-intimates 
to us a ſeeming Conflift betwixt the Juſtice and. | , 
Mercy. of God, when he is about to deliver up | ; 
kis.people into their Enemies hands, Hoſea 11. . P 
8, 9. How ſhall I give thee up Ephraim ? How ſhall © , 
T deliver thee Vſrael? How ſhall 1 make thee as & 
Adma ? How ſhall I ſet thee as Zeboim? Afine ' || 
heart 1s'turned within me, my repentings are kindted | _ 
together : Which ſhews us with what reluCtance jn 
and great unwillingneſs the Lord goes about | 
| fuch work as this : the work of Judgment is his || ,; 
* firange work, it pleaſes him better to exerciſe | t: 
the milder Attribute of Mercy towards his J ;; 
Children. Hence we find when he is preparing ]f 
to execute his Judgments, that he delays the ex- " 6 
ecution as long as the honour of his Name and x 
ſafety of his people will permit, Fer. 4.4. 22. | fe 
He bears till he can bear no longer ; he often q*, 
turns away his wrath from them, P/al.78. 38,39. ], 
He tryes them by leſſer Judgments, and gentler {| 
Corrections, to prevent greater, Amos 4. 6.) ,, 
When his people are humbled under the threat- | ,, 


nings of his wrath, his heart is melted into com- | 
paſſion to them, Fer. 31. 17,20. And when e- | 6 
ver his Mercy prevails againſt Judgment, it is | e, 
with joy and triumph, 7am. 2. 13. Mercy re- | 
Joyceth againſt Fudgment | a 
For he feels his own tender compaſſions yern- 
ing over them; he foreſeeth, and is no way wil- 
ling to gratife the inſulting pride of his and} 
their Enemies, Det. 32. 26, 27. 1 ſaid I would| 
ſcatter them ints corners, I would make the remem- 
brance of them to ceaſe from among men , were it ,c 
| | not Y 


- 


The beft Work, in the worſt Times. LE b-3 ? 
net that 1 feared the wrath of the Enemy, leſt thisy* 
EE ſhould behave "themſelyes ftrangtly; 
Yet all this notwithſtanding , it often'falls 
out by the provocations of his Sons and Daugh-' 
ters, that the Lord gives them up into the hands: 
. | of their Enemies, for the correction of thejre- 
+vils, and the manifeſtation of his own 'glory.” 
. Seneca (though a Heathen) could fay, that God" 
_  Joves hispeople with a Maſculine Jove, not with 
'a Womaniſh Indulgence and Tenderneſs:. If 
j need require, they ſhall be in heavineſs through: 
= temptations, 1 Per. 1.6. He had ra-' 


ther their hearts ſhould be heavy under adverſi- 
 Ity, than vain and careleſs under proſperity ; 
' 7 the choiceſt Spirits have been exerciſed with the 
| ſharpeſt ſufferings, and thoſe that now ſhine as. 
| * Stars in Heaven, have been trod under foot as 
Dung on the Earth, 1 Cor. 4. 11. Unto this pre-/ 
| ſent hour we beth hunger and thirſt, and are naked 
| and bufſeted, and have no certain dwelling places," 
1 and labour, working with our bands; being reviled 
\ we bleſs, being perſecuted we ſifer it, being defa- 
3 med we entreat;, we are made as the filth of the 
| world, and the off-ſconring of all things unto this 
I day. Theeleventh Chapter to the Hebrews is 2' 
| Compendium of the various and grievous fuf- 
| ferings of rhe Primitive Saints : They were tor- 
| tured, they were ſawn aſunder, were tempted, were 
flaia with the Sword, they wandred abont in 'Sheep= 

| bins and Goat-shins, being affiifted, deſtitute, tor-' 
mented, of whom the world was not worthy ;, they 
7 wandred in Deſarts, and in /Monntains, tn Dens. 
and Caves of the Earth. And ſince the Earth had 
dried up thoſe Rivers of precious blood, where- 
Jof the Sacred Records make mention , what 
| B 4 Seas 


\ 


Preparation. for Sufferings ; of, 
Seas .of Chriſtian bloed have ſince thoſe days 
been fhed by bloody Perſecutors ? Hiſtories in- 
formus, that in the ten Primitive Perſecutions, 
ſo many of the Saints and Martyrs of Jeſus have 
been ſlain, as that you may allow five thouſand 
a day to every day in the whale Year. Thoſe 
bloody Emperours ſported themſelves with-the 


deaths of Gods deareſt Saints ; many. precious * 


Chriſtians were burnt by night at Rome, to ſerve 
as Torches to light their Enemies in their paſ- 
age through the Streets ; eight hundred thou- 
ſand Martyrs are mentioned within the ſpace of 


Bottomleſs Pit. 


To what grievous Sufferings did the Lord ; 
giveup thoſe precious Servants of Chrift, the # 


Waldenſes and Albigenſes, who received the 
Light of Reformation about the Year 1260. 
when the Fogs of Antichriſtian Darkneſs had 
over{prezd the Earth; a People found in Judg- 
ment; as appears by their Letters, Catechiſmes, 


and Confeſhons which are extant; a People of a | 
lunple, plain, and inoffenfive behaviour ; yet |: 
tc 


W1 


vith what fury and rage did that impious Pope 


were murdered in the way : Some famiſhed in 


the. Caves and Clefts of the Rocks, others en- ' 


dured the Rack for eight hours together ; ſome 
beaten with Iron Rods, others thrown from the 
tops of high Towers, and broken to pieces. 


What bloody Shambles and Slaughter-houſes * 
have Frarzce, Ireland, and England been made by | 
Popiſh cruelty ? More might be related out of 4 
each Story, than a tender-hearted Reader is able 1 


Pius proſecute them to deſtruCtion ? driving 
them into the Woods and Mountains, except 
the Aged and Children that could not flee, who. | 


£Q. ; 


| 


thirty Years, ſince the Feſ#irs aroſe out of the | 
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The bet Work. in the worſt Times 
to bear the rehearſal of : But what God hath 
done, he may do again ; we are not better than 
our Fathers , diſmal Clouds of indignation are 

hering over our heads, charged with double 
deſtruction , ſhould the Lord pleaſe to make 
them break upon us; we cannot imagine the 
rage of Satan to be abated, now that his King- 
dom haſtens to its period, Rev. 12.12. nor are 
- his Inſtruments grown leſs cruel and skilful to. 
| deſtroy. The Land indeed hath enjoyed a long 
F. reſt, and this Generation is acquainted with lit- 

{ tle more of Martyrdom, than what the Hiſto- 
ries of former times inform us of : but yet let 
no man befool himſelf with a gronndleſs ex- 
pectation of a continuing tranquillity. Augs- 
ſtin thinks that. the Bloody Sweat which over- 
ran the Body of Chriſt in the Garden, fignified 
” the ſharp and grievous Sufferings which in his 
" Myſtical Body he ſhould afterwards endure; and 
| | indeed it 18a truth, that theſe are alfo called the 
Remains of Chriſts Sufferings , Cl. 1. 24. His 
Perſonal Sufferings were indeed compleated at 
his Reſurrection, that Cup was full to the brim, 
to which no drop of Suffering can be added ; 
but his Sufferings 3n his Ayſtrcal Body. are not 
yet full ; by his Perſonal Sutferings he fully ſa- 
tisfied the wrath of God, but the Sufferings of 
his People have not yet ſatisfied the wrath of 
men; though Millions of precious Saints have 
* ſhed their blood for Chriſt, whoſe Souls are now 
crying under the Altar, How lovug Lord) how 
long ! Yet there are many more coming on be- 
hind in the ſame Path of Perſecution, and much 
Chriſtian Blood muſt yet be ſhed before the My- 
ſtery of God be finiſhed ; and notwithſtanding 
this Lucid Interyal, the Clouds ſeem to. be-re- 
IE | | turning 
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" Prepavaton for Suffrrings,, or, 
turning again after the Rain. Thus you ſee to 
what grievous Sufferings the merciful God hath 
ſometimes called his deareſt People. 

| Now God may be ſaid to call forth his People 
to ſuffer, when he ſo hedgeth them in by Provi- 
dence, that there is no way to eſcape ſuffering, 
but by ſinning ; whatſoever Providence labours 
with ſuch a Dilemma as this, is a plain fignifica- 
tion of Gods Will to us in that caſe. We may 
not now expect Extraordinary Calls to Suffer- 
ing-work, as ſome of the Saints had of old, 
Ger. 22. 2. As 9. 16. but when our way is ſo 
ſhut up by Providence, that we cannot avoid 
Suffering, but by ſtepping over the Hedge of the 
Command, God wil! have us look upon that 
Exigence as his Call to ſuffer : And if the Rea- 
ſons be demanded, why the Lord who' is fo in- 
clined to Mercy, doth ſo often hedge in his own 
People by his Providence in a ſuffering Path; let 
us know. that in ſo doing he doth both | 

i. Illuſtrate his own. Glory. 
And 
2. Promote his Peoples happineſs. 
Firſt, Hereby the moſt Wiſe God doth illy- 

ſtrate the glory of his own Name, clearing up 


| the righteoaſneſs of his ways by the ſufferings 


of his own people : By this the world ſhall ſee 
that how well ſoever he loves them, he will not 
indulge or patronize their ſins; if they will be 
ſo diſingenuous to abuſe his favours, he will be 
ſo juſt to make them ſuffer for their fins, and by 
thoſe very Sufferings will provide for his own 
glory, which was by them Clouded in the eyes 
of the world. He hates not fin a jot the leſs 
becauſe it is found in his ewn people, Amos 3. 2. 
and though for the ;1agnifying of his Mercy be 
. : | will - 


will pardon their fins, yet for the clearing of 
his Righteouſneſs he will take vengeance upon 
their inventions, P/al. gg. 8. 

Moreover ,, by expat g his people to ſuch 


grievous ſufterings, he gives a fit opportunity 


9 to manifeſt the glory of his Power in their ſup- 
* port, andof his wiſdom in the marvellous ways 
* of their eſcape and deliverance. It is one of 
the greateſt wonders in the world how the 


- Church ſubſiſts under ſuch fierce and frequent 


'; aſlaultsasare made upon it by its Enemies: Z 
; will turn aſide ( ſaid Moſes ) and ſee this great 
* ſight, why the Buſh ts not conſumed , Exod, 3. 3. 
Z That Flaming Buſh was the lively Emblem of 
3 the oppreſſed Church in Egypr , the crackling 
7 Flames noted the heat of their Perſecution, the 


remaining of the Buſh unconſumed in the Flames, 


' ſignified the wonderful Power of God in their 
;) preſervation ; no People are ſo priviledged, fo 
$ protected, ſo delivered, as the people of God ; 
{ muchleſs oppoſition than hath been made againſt 
4 the Church, hath overturned and utterly de- 

! froyed the mighty Monarchies of the world. 


——— Sic Meadus ademit 
Afſyrio, Medoque tulit moderamina Per ſes, 
Subjecit Perſen Macedo, ceſſurus & ipſe 


Romanis- 


And no leſs admirable is the Wiſdom of God 


4 an fruſtrating and defeating the moſt deep and 
4 deſperate Deſigns of Hell againſt his poor peo- 
4 ple. Now you may ſee the moſt wiſe God go- 
4 ing beyond a malicious and ſubtil Devil, over- 
g turning ina moment the deep-laid Deſigns and 
Contrivances of many years, and that at the 
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The beſt Work, in the worſt Times. oY 
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yery'birth and point of Execution , Heſt. 6. x. 
ſnaring the wicked in the works of their own 
hands, making their own tongues to fall upon 


them, working out ſuch marvellous Salvations 
with his own hand, as fills them with aſtoniſh-: 


ment and wonder : P/ſal. 126. 7. When the Lord 
eurned back the Captivity of Sion, we were like 
them that dreamed. 

Secondly, As God provides for his own glo- 
xy by the ſufferings and troubles of his people : 
ſo he advanceth their happineſs, and greatly 
promotes their Intereſt thereby. 

For firſt, Theſe troubles are ordered as ſo 
many occaſions and means to mortifie the Cor- 
ruptions thatare in their hearts ; there are rank 
Weeds ſpringing up in the beſt Sojl, which 
need ſuch Winter weather to rot them ; and 
certainly if we reckon Humility , Heavenly- 
mindedneſs, contempt of the World, and long- 
ing deſires after Heaven, to be the real intereſt 
and advantage of the Church ; then 'tis evident 
nothing ſo much promotes their Intereſt as a 
ſuffering condition doth; adverſity kills thoſe 
corruptions which proſperity bred. 

Secondly, By theſe tryaſs their ſincerity is 
cleared, to the joy and ſatisfaction of their own 
hearts ; many a doubt and fear which had long 
intangled and perplexed them is removed and 
anſwered : when 2dverſity hath given them 


* proof and tryal of their own hearts, one ſharp 


tryal wherein God helps us to be faichful, will 
do more to ſatisfhe onr fears, and reſolve our 
doubts, than all the Sermons that ever we heard 
in our lives could do. | 

Thirdly, Theſe ſufferings and tryals of the 
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Church are ordained to free it of abundance | 


The beſt Work in the wor Times: 2 
of Hypocrites , which were its reproaches as 
well as burthen, Amos g. 9g, 16. Aﬀiction is a 
Furnace to ſeparate the Droſs from the more 
pure and noble Gold. Multitudes of Hypocrites, 
like Flies in a hot Summer, are generated by the 
Churches proſperity ; but this Winter weather 
kills them ; many Gaudy Profeſſors grow with- 
in the incloſure of the Church, like beautiful 
Flowers inthe Field, where they ftand, during 
| its peace and proſperity, in the pride and bra- 
very of their gifts and' profeſſions; but the wind 
paſſeth-over them, and they are gone, and their 
' Places ſhall know them-no more; to aHude to 
# that in-P/al. 103. 16. Thunder and Lightning 
7 is very terrible weather, but exceeding uſeful 
7 to purifie and cleanſe the Air. 
' Fourtlily,, The Churches fufferings are or- 4- 
dered'and ſanCtified, to endear them each to 0- 
, ther. Times of common ſuffering are times of 
{ Reconciliation, and greater endearments among 
4 the people of God, never more endeared, than 
2 when moſt perſecuted; never more united, than 
4 when moſt ſcattered : Mal. 3: 19. Then they that 
feared the Lord, ſpake oftes one to another. Cer- 
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; tainly there is ſomething in our Fellowſhip in 
- the ſame ſufferings that is endearing and en- 
 # gaging; but there is much more in thediſcove- 
| \ ries that Perſecution makes of the fincerity of 
| 


eur hearts, which, it may be,was before enter- - 
4 tained' with jealoufie , and there is yet more 
- 4 than all this in the reproofs of the Red, where- 
| F by they are humbled for their pride, wantonnelſs; 
7 andbitterneſs of their ſpirits each to other, and 
> || madeto cry inthe ſenſe of theſe tranſgreſſions, 
as Pſal. 70. $. Remember nos againſt us former in- 

"= EE 

ah Laſt- 


— Preparation for Suffering ; or, 
Laſtly,. By theſe troubles and diſtreſfſes they 


are awakened to their duties, and taught to 


pray more frequently, ſpiritually, and fervent- 
Iy. Ahwhat drowſineſs and formality Is apt to 
CKeep in upon the beſt hearts in times of pro- 
ſperity ! but when the ſtorm riſes, and the Sea 


grows turbulent and raging, now they cry as * 


the Diſciples to Chriſt, Lord ſave us, we periſh. 


They ſay Muſick is fweeteſt upon the waters; k 
I amfure the ſweeteſt melody of prayer is up- | 
on the deep waters of affliction : For theſe, a- | 


mong many other righteous, wiſe, and holy 
ends, the Lord permits and orders the perſecu- 
tions and diſtreſſes of his people. 


CHAP. III. 


Shews that it is uſual with God to premoniſh his peo- 


ple of approaching tryals and ſufferings, with | 


ſome account of the manner how, and the reaſons 


mhy he ſo forewarns them. 
\ S Panl had many clear Premonitions and 


fore-notiegs of the ſufferings that ſhould 


befall him at Fer»ſalem, that he might not be 
ſurprized by them when they came fo it is u- 
ſual with God (though not in ſuch an immediate 
and extraordinary mangaer ) to admoniſh the 
world, and eſpecially his own people, of great 
tryals and ſufferings before hand , Amos 3. 7. 
Surely the Lord will do nothing, but hz revealeth 


bis ſecrets unto his ſervants the Prophets. 


Thus when he was about to bring the Flood 


upon the World , he gave one hundred and 


twenty years warning of it before: it came, 
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The beſt Work, ir the worſt Times. 
Gen.6. 3. And when he was to deſtroy Sedows, 
he faith, Ger. 18. 17. Shall 1 hide from Abraham 
the thing that T do? And the like diſcovery. he 
made about the ſame Judgment to Lot, Ger.19. 
12, 13, 14. So when the Captivity of the'Zews 


was nigh: at hand, the people had. many fore- 
warnings of it ; God forewarnedFhem both: X4:- 
: ifterially and Providemtially;, he warned them 
' by the Prophets, Exzek.,3. 17. Hear:the word of 


| my mouth, and give them warning fl 0 me. And 
| when the time drew nigh to execute the. Judg- 


ment determined upon Feru/alem, and- the Tem- 
ple, how plainly did Chriſt foretell, them of it ? 
Luke 19. 43, 44+ Thine Enemies ſhall caſt a Trench 
about thee, and compaſs thee round, and keep thee 
in on every ſide ,, and ſhall lay thee even with the 
ground, and thy Children within thee. 


And when the Storm was juſt ready to. fall, Joſephus 
-/ their own #:ſtoriar tells us a Voice was heard 4 bello 


in the Temple, ſaying, Migremus hinc, Let us go f = 


Ws Audits mt» 
his Aals, aſfirming it to be more than a Hu- jor bumaze 


wane Voice, telling them God was departing, vox, ex- 

and that ir was accompanied with a ruſhing dere De- 
05g ſomul 

| traordinary warnings. The like Signs have been pgs 2x. 

given to divers other Nations, by dreadful E- cedemtizn. 
clipſes of the Heavenly Bodies, Portentous Co- Tacitus - 
ets, Earthquakes, .and other Signs of Judg- lib, 21, 


hence : Which Voice Tacitzs alſo mentions in. 


noiſe, as of perſons going out ; theſe were ex- 


ment. $I 
Now though we have no ground to expect 

{ſuch extraordinary warnings ; yet we have the 

moſt apparent and certain ſigns of approaching 


. calamities, after which if they ſurprize us, the 
. fault muſt lie in our own inexcuſable negli- 


gence; for we have a ſtar ding Rule to.govern 
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Preparation for Sufferitipt; or, 
oor ſelves in this matter, and- that is this ? 
When the ſame ſins are folind in one Nation, Which 
have brought down the wrath of God upon another 
Nation, it is an evident Us of Futlpment at the 
aloor ;, for God is unchangeable, jiſt and holy, and 
will not favour that in one people which he bath 
puniſhed 17: another, nor bleſs that in one Age which 
be bath curſed in ariother. Upon this very ground 
it was that the Apoſtle warned the Corinthians 
by the example of the 1/-aclites, whoſe fins had 
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ruined them in the Wilderneſs, 1 Cor. to. 6. | 


Now theſe things were our examples, to the intent |; 
we ſhould not luſt after evil things, as they alſo Inſt- © 
ed: as if he ſtiould fay, look upon thoſe dead # 
bodies which are as it were calt up upon the | 
Scripture ſhore for a warning to yon; follow | 
not the ſame courſe, leſt you meet in the ſame * 


curſe ; if you tread the ſaine parhy, expect the 


fame puniſhment z God is as righteous now as he | 


Fl 


was then, he hates, and will puniſh ſin in you, 3 


as much as he did in them. 


Let us therefore conſider what theſe provo- | 
cations were, that haſtened the wrath of God | 
npon his own J/rael, a people that were nigh 
and dear unto him, a people upon whom ne | 
ſpent as much of the riches of his patience, as 
upon any people in the world; that ſo we may | 
reckon whereabout we are at this day, and what | 
Is like to be the lot of this ſinful and provoking | 
Generation, and we ſhall find by the conſent] 


of all the Prophets, that theſe ſins were the 
immediate forerunners and proper cauſes of 


their overthrow. | 
Firſt, The great corruption of. Gods wor- 
ſhip among them kindled his wrath, and haſten- 


were 
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p were defiled with their own works. and went A who- 


ring weth their own inventions :, therefore was the 
wrath of God kinaled againſt his people , inſomnch 
rhat he _abhorred his own inheritance, and he gave 
them into the hand of the Heathen, and they that 
hated them ruled over them, their Enemies alſs op= 
preſſed them, and they were brought into ſubjettion 
under their hand. T hey that will not bear the 
Golden Yoke of Chriſt, ſhall be galled with the 
Iron Yoke of men : nothing more provokes 
the anger of God, than the adulterating of his 


| 4 worſhip; a man will bear with a thoutand in- 


firmities in the Wife of his Boſom, but unfaith- 
fulneſs in the Marriage Covenant breaks his 
heart : after the manner of men ſo abuſed and 


grieved the Lord expreſſeth himſelf, Ezek. 6. 9. 


I am broken with their whoriſh heart which hath de- 
parted from me , and with their eyes that go 4 
whoring after their Idols. Men cannot invent a 


& ſurer and ſpeedier way to their own ruine, than 
2 tobring their own inventions into Gods worſhip. 


Secondly, Incorrigible obſtinacy and impeni= 


| tency under gentler ſtroaks and leſſer Jndg- 


ments, makes way for utter ruine and deſolati- 


; on, Amos 4. from the 6. to the 12th ver. Scar- 
J city, Mildews, Peſtilence and Sword had been 
# tryed upon them, but withour effect ; for the 


remnant that eſcaped thoſeJudgments(although 
pluckt as ſo many Brands out of the Fire, in 
which their fellow-ſinners periſhed) were not re- 
formed by thoſe gentler & 2oderated Judgments. 
Thirdly, Stupidity, and ſenſleſtieſs of Gods 
hand, and the tokens of his arger, was a pro- 
voiing cauſe, and forerunning of their National 
deſclation; tacy neicaer ſaw the hand of God 
whe! 1t was lified up, nor humbled themſelves 
under it whe .: was laid vn, the hand of God 


1s 


Preparation for Sufferingss Or, * 
is then ſaid to be /:fred up, when the Providences- 
of God prepare and poſture themſelves for our 
affliction ; when the Clouds of Judgment gather 
over our heads, and grow blacker and blacker, 
as theirs did upon them, and do upon us at this 
day, but they took no notice of it , 1/A. 26. 11. 
Lord, when thy hand is lifted up, they will not ſee 5 
and ( which is the height of ſtupidity ) they 
all remain ſenſleſs and: regardleſs when the 
Hand of God was /ard «por them, Ila. 24. 25. 
Who gave Jacob for a fpoil, and Iſrael to the rob- 
bers ? didnot the Lord ? he againſt whom we have 


finned, for they would not walk tn kis ways, nei- | 
ther were they obedient to his Law ;, therefore he * 
hath poured upon them the fury of his anger, and | 
the ſtrength of Battel, and # hath ſet himon fire || 
*onnd about, and he knew not ;, and it burned him, © 


yet he laid it nat to heart. O prodigious ſottiſh- 
neſs ! it was not ſome ſmall drops of Gods an- 


ger, but the fury of his anger, not ſome lighter *: 
$kirmiſh of his Judgments with them, but the 7 
ſtrength of Battel ;, it was not ſome particular x 
ſtroaks upon ſingle perſons, or families, but it | 
fet hims on fire rowmnd about, a general Conftagra- 4 


tion; yet all this would not awaken them. 


_ Fourthly, The perſecution of Gods faithful ? 
Minifters and People was another ſin that pro- * 
cured, and a ften that foretold the deſtruction # 
of their Nation , 2 Chror. $6. 15, 16. And the 
Lord God of their Fathers ſent to them by his Meſ- \ 
ſengers, rifing up betines and ſending, becauſe he | 
had compaſſion en his people, and on his dwelling. | 
place; but they mocked the Meſſengers of God, and | 
defpiſed bis Words, and miſuſed his Prophets, untib 


the wrath of the Lord aroſe againſt his people, till 
zvere Was no remedy. There were alſo a number 
of upright Souls, among them, who defired to 
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to worſhipGod according to his own preſcripti- 


on; but a Snare was laid for theni.in 24:ſpah, 
and a Net ſpread for them upon Tabor, Hof. 5.1. 
* and this haſtened Judgment towards them : 
* A24ſpab and Tabor, were places lying in the way 
” betwixt Samaria and PR where the true 
worſhip of God was ; and in thoſe places Spies 
| were ſet by the Prieſts to obſerve and inform a- 
._ gainſt them, ſo that it became very hazardous 
- to attend the pure and incorrupt worſhip of 
; God, whichquickly haſtened on their ruine. 
& Fifchly, The removal of godly and uſeful 
; men by death in more than ordinary haſt, was 
2} tothem a ſign of deſolation at hand, 1/a. 57. t. 
3 The righteous ptriſheth, and no man layeth it to 
' it heart, and merciful men are taken away, none con- 
\ © fidering that the righteous is taken away from the 
'  evilto come. In this caſe God acts towards his 
* _/ People, as the Husbandman in a catching Har- 
2 veſt doth by his Covn, he hurries it with a ſhuf- 
L fling haſt into the Barn, when he ſees a Storm 
# coming ; or as a careful Father with his Sons 
that are abroad at School; who ſends his horſes 
to {etch tliem home ſpeedily when he hears the 
Plagueis begun in the place: upon: this ground 
F 7 the Prophet Amos bewails himſelf, Amos 7. 1. 
= 3 Woezs me, for Iam as when they have gathered the 
F * Summer fruits, asthe Grape gleanings of the Vin- 
e ij tage, there is no Cluſter to eat - my Soul defired 
= '' the firſt ripe fruit;, q. d. Alas, alas, what mi- 
& | ſerable days are at hand ! whar miſeries muit 1 
g Expect to ſee ! the pleaſant Cluſters (z. e.). the 
yg Societies of the Saints afe gathered away by 
EY the hand of death ; there are but few that re- 


after the Vintage is done, two or three upon the 
outmoſt branches. #* 


main, here and there a ſingle Saint, likg Grapes 
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Sixthly, The general decay of the Life and 


Power of Godlineſs amongſt them that were 
left, foreboded deſtruction at the door; this 1s 


both a provoking ſin, and a fore-running fign of | 


National calamity ,, Hoſea 4. 18. Their drink is | 


ſowre : A Metaphor lively expreſſing the dead- 
neſs and formality of the peoples in the wor- 
ſhip of God; it was like ſowre or dead drink, 
which hath loſt its ſpirit and reliſh, and is be- 
come Hat ; ſuch were their duties, no ſpiritual 
lite, aftection, or favour in them; they heard as 


if they heard not, and prayed as if they prayed | 
- not; tte Ordinances of God were to them as 3 
the Ordinances of Men, of which the Apoſtle | 


faith that they periſh in the uſing. 


Seventhly, To conclude, Mutual Animoſi- | 
ties, Jars and Diviſions, were to them manifeſt 


{ymptoms of National calamities and deſolati- 
ons ; for then Ephraim envicd 7udah, and Fudah 


vexed Ephraim, 1a. 11. 13. Flofea g. 7. The days 


of viſitation are come, the days of recompence are | 


come, Iiracl ſhall krzow it : The Prophet is a fool, 
the ſpiritual man is mad, for the multitude of thine 
Tnigquitics, and the great hatred. 


When ſuch ſymptoms of Gods indignation 4 


do appear upon any people, the Lord by them, 


as by 10 many glazing Meteors and blazing Co- | 
mets, forewarns the World that his Judgments 7 


are near, even at the door. Theſe Signs all men 


. ought to obſerve and behold with trembling. If 


you ack why doth God uſually give {uch warn- 


ings of his indignation before 1t comes, the rea- | 


ſous are - n 
I. To prevent the execution. 
2. To make them more tollerable. 
'3. To leave the incorrigible inexcuiable.. 
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The beſt Work. in the worſt Times. 
- Firſt, Warning is given with deſign to pre-- 
{ vent the execution of Judgments, Amos 4. 12. 
> Þ Therefore thus will I do unto thee, Olſrael; and. 
| : becauſe I will do this unto thee, prepare to meet thy 
 ® God, O lfſtael; (z.e.) prepare thy ſelf to meet 
_ © me inthe way of my Judgments, by Humilia- 

' tion and Interceſlion, to prevent the execution : 
 ; Andwhatelſe was the deſign of God in ſend-. 
| |: Ing Fonah to that great City Nimeveh, but to ex- 
= cite them to repentance for the prevention of 
2 their ruine. This 7orah knew to be the Lords- 

meaning, how poſitive ſever the words of his 
7 Commiſſion were, and therefore he declined the 
7 Meſlage, to ſecure his Credit; knowing that if 
2 upon warning given they repented, the gracious 
| © Nature of God would ſoon melt into compaſſion 
 ® over them, and Free Grace would make him ap- 
| pear as a Lyar; for ſo we muſt expound his 
words, Jonah 4.2. Was not this my ſaying when I 
\ BY was yet in my Country ? therefore I fled before un-' 
© ro Tarſhis: for I knew that thou art a gracious 
' EGed, and merciful , flow to anger, and of great 
 Bkindneſs, and repenteſt thee of the evil ;, q. d. yea” 
3Lord, I knew before-hand it would come to 
 EFthis ; thon fendeſt me poſitively to denounce 
| Athy Judgments to N:»eveh, mean time deſiring 
 Fnothing more than that the execution of them 
g mizht be prevented by their repentance: And- 
- Fihus thy Mercy hath expoſed my Reputation im 
 Bfaving them from deſtruction. © 
S Secondly, God forewarns his people of Judg- 
 Fments, to make them more tollerable when they 
gcome; expected evils are nothing ſo heavy,-as 
thoſe that come by ſurprrzal; for look as the. 
long expectation of a Mercy makes it leſs: 
ect, our | thoughts having anticipated | and' 
C3 * 59s ſuckt . 
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Preparation for Sufferings;, or, 
ſickt out much of the ſweetneſs before-hand ; 
ſo the expectation of Judgments before they be- 
fall us, makes them leſs bitter and burthenſome 
than elſe they would be, the Soul having inured 
and accuſtomed it ſelf to them by frequent 


thoughts, and prepared and made ready it ſelf 4 


to entertain them, as Paul did in my Text. To 


prevent the Diſciples ſurprizal and offence at 3 


thoſe days of Perſecution that were coming up- 


on them, Chriſt foretold them, and gave them n 


fair warning before-hand, Foh. 16. 4. 


Thirdly , He forewarns his any aan of ap- þ 

| the incorrigible * 
wholly : mexcuſable, that thoſe who have no ! 
ſenſe of fin, nor care to prevent ruine, might | 
have no Cloak for their folly when Judgments i 
overtake them ; What wilt thou ſay when he (ball © 


proaching dangers, to leave 


ped Fer. 13-21, 22. asSif he ſhould ſay, 
hat Plea or Apology is left thee after ſo ma- 


ny fair warnings, and timely Premonitions ? 


Thou canſt not ſay I have ſurprized thee, or 


that thou was ruined before thou waſt warned ; | 


thy deftruCtion therefore is of thy ſelf. 


- 
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CHAP. IV. 


Demonſtrating the Excellency of a prepared heart . 
for the worſt of ſufferings ; and what a bleſſed | 
thing it 1s to be ready to be bound, of to die for | 


Chriſt, as Paul here was. 


T £m ready] © bleſſed frame of Spirit! how | 


hard, but how happy is it to get a heart fo 
tempered! Every Chriſtian can ſay I would be 
ready, and the Lord make _m? recdy for ſuffer- 
i | -- > -- 3 
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The beſt Work, in the worſt Times. 

ings; but few can ſay I am ready, my heart is 
prepared and fitted for ſuch a work: yet this 
Example ſhews us it is attainable; and what a 
bleſſed thing it is to attain it, the following par- 
ticulars will abundantly convince us. 

Firſt, Readineſs for ſufferings will bring the 
heart of a Chriſtian toan holy reſt and tranquil- 


- lity-in a ſuffering hour, and prevent that anxie- 


- | ty, perturbation, and diſtrattion of mind, which 
.} puts the ſinking weight into afflictions ; the 


'7 more cares, fears and troubles we have before 


} our ſufferings come, the more calm, quiet and 


compoſed we are like to be when our ſufferings 


|} arecome indeed. It is admirable to conſider 


with what peace and patience Fob entertained 


| his troubles; which conſidering the kinds, de- 
_ ® egrees and manner in which they befell him, one 
' wauld think they ſhould at leaſt have ſtartled 


- and amazed him, and put his Soul (as gracious 


* and mortified as it was) into great/diforder and 
# confuſion; but you find the contrary, never did 
# the patience of a man triumph at that rate over 
$ adverſity, he worſhips God, owns his hand, and 
7 reſigns him&lf up to kis pleaſure, Fob 1. 20, 21. 
' 7 2nd whence was this? Surely had his troubles 
7 come byway of ſurprize, he could never have 
x carried it at thatrate z but in the days of his 
| peace and proſperity he had prepared for ſach a 


day as this , Fob 3.25, 26. I was wot in ſafety, 


 reither bad 1 reſt. yet troxble came ;, The thing that 


I feared (ſaith he) is come upon. me. He laid it to 
heart before it came, and therefore it neither 
diſtracted nor brake the heart when it came. In 
lice manner the Prophet Habakzuk ſtood upon 
his Watch Tower, (z. e.) he made his Obſerya- 
tions by the Word upos the probable events of 
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Preparation for Sufferings ; Or, 
Providence, whereby he got a clear foreſight of 
thoſe troublous days that were at hand ; -which 
though it made him tremble in himſelf, yet it 


gave him reſt in the day of evil, ab. 3.16, | 
17, 18. There isa twofold reſt in the day of # 


Lo, £2 


evil. F:z. 
1. A Reſt of Deliverance. 
2. AReſt of Contentation. 
It is a fingular mercy to ijfind reſt in a mans 


own ſpirit, to enjoy ifilward peace and tranquil- tj 
lity of mind, when there 1s no reſt without ; % 
and the way to obtain this, is to foreſee, count þ 
upon, and make due preparation for troublous | 
times before-hand : evils that come by way of | 
ſurprizal are not only am27ing , but very fre- | 


quently deſtructive evils; ?tis a fad aggravation 


to feel a miſery before we fear it; thoſe calami- ® 


ties that find men ſecure, do uſually leave them 
deſperate ;, the Enemy that comes upon our backs 
hath a great-advantage to ruine vs, yet this is 
the common caſe of the world, For man know- 
eth not his time, but as the Fiſhes are taken in an 
evil Net, and -as the Birds that are caught in the 
ſnare ; ſo are the Sons of men ſnared in an evil time 
when it falleth on them ſuddenly , Ecclef. 8. 12. 
Thus periſhed the old World : There was but 
one Noah provided for the Flood, and he only 
with his Family were preſerved in it ; ll the reſt 
were cating and drinking, marrying and given 
in marriage, until the Flood came and {wept 
them all away, ar. 24. 38. Men will not uſe 
their foreſeeing faculties, but becauſe it is all 
quiet to day, they conclude it ſhall be fo to 
morrow. J hoſe that areat reſt in their habita- 
tions ,; and have got a ſofr Pillow under their 


heads, are apt to fall aſleep in ſecurity, and 


Gream 
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dream pleaſantly of continued reſt and peace, 

and loath they are 'to interrupt their fenſual 

 Þ pleaſure with melancholly thoughts of changes 
# and ſufferings. . 
3 Philoſophers tell us, that immediately before 
> an Earthquake, the Air is very quiet and ſerene, 
and before the great Rain falls, the'Wind' aſy- 
-tally lies: Were the aſpect of ſecond cauſes 
 *much more favourable and encouraging than it 
is ; yet there were cauſe enough for all that are 
| 2wiſe in heartto fear and tremble, under the con- 
| Efideration of that National guilt which is trea- 
| F ſured up, and will certainly produce diſtreſs and 
| $tcouble. = 

3 © Chriſtians look out for days of Viſitation, 

7 prepare for a Storm, and provide you an Ark, 

an hiding place in Chriſt and the Promiſes,- as 

_ Zeveryouexpett reſt and-peace in your own ſpi- 

_ .frits, when the Earth ſhall be full of Tumults, 

4 Uproars and Deſolations. 

{ Secondly, Our preparations for ſufferings is 

$ anexcellent argument of the honeſty and fince- 

J rity of our hearts in the matters of Religion : 

3 He that makes account of ſufferings, and is dai- 

fly at work with his own heart , mortifying its 

£ corruptions, weaning its worldly affections, ex- 

q citing and making ready. its ſuffermg Graces, 

g reſolving in the ſtrength of God to take his Lot 
with Chriſt, where-eyer and howſoever it ſhall 
tall'; this 1s the man that hath deliberately cloſed: 

g with Chriſt upon his own terms, and is like to 
be the durable and victorious Chriſtian. ' ; 
' As for hypocrites,*(Chriſt*s Summer friends) 

they have either their Exceptions againſt the .ſe- 

verities of Religion, .and ſtudy to ſecure to 
themielvgs a tetreat from- danger, or. ele ny 
rv 
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ruſh inconſiderately into the Profeſſion of Chriſt, 
never debating the terms which he propoſes to Þ 
all that will follow him, 24ark 8. 34. The neceſ- Nt. 
ſity of a rational and well-adviſed cloſure with | 
Chriſt upon ſuffering and ſelf-denying terms, is % 
by himſelf fully ſet forth in that excellent Para- 5 

e, Luke 14.25, 26, 27, 28. there was a preat 
multitude that followed him at that time ; Chriſt .} 
began to grow in requeſt among them , they 'c 
flocked from all parts to ſee and hear him ; but |x 
he foreſaw that if once a ſharp tryal ſhould be-þ 
fall them', it woyld quickly thin and diminiſh | 
that great multityde , and reduce them, like | 
Gideons Hoſt, into a little handful ; and there- | 
fore he reſolves to deal candidly and plainly | 
with them, he propounds his terms, and ers | 
down his conditions, which every one of them * 
muſt ſubſcribe that will follow him, the ſum of : 
which is this; Let him deny himſelf; take up his | 
Croſs, and follow mz : And'to evince the rationa- | 
lity of theſe terms, he argues from the moſt | 
common and obvious practices of men in their | 
Civil Afﬀairs: No man that exerciſeth reaſon | 
will begin to build an houſe, and lay a large? 
foundation, when he is not provided with a # 
Stock to carry up the Walls, and complear. the | 
work ; no man in his wits would ingage with | 
an handful of men againſt a great armed mul- f 0: 
titude ; poſſibly they may intend to face, but Y 
no man would think they intended to fight the iÞ C 
Euvemy on ſuch a diſadvantage :. Juſt fo ſtands ll c] 
the caſe in our profeſſion of Chriſt ; if we re-} rt 
ally intend to go through with the buſineſs of F C 
Religion, we muſt fit down and compute the 
coſt and charges of Chriſtianity, think upon the 


—_ 


worſt, as well as the beſt, caſt upon reproaches, 
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nmriſons and death for his fake, as well as the ea- 
fier and more pleaſant parts of aCtive obedience 
and having ſo done, if then we can be content 
Fro run all hazards with Chrift, and expect to fave 
*no more by following him, but our Souls ; if we 
*can be content to hazard and forego all the reſt 
*upon his account, and accordingly manage our 
ſelves in a day of ſuffering, then we deal fin- 
-cerely with Chriſt, and clear our ſelves fromthe 
danger of hypocriſie. It is for want of this tliat 
ſo many Profeſſors faint and fall away in times 
of temptation, furniſhing the Devil with ſo ma- 
ny TriumphSover Religion, and the more up- 
Jright Profeſſors of it; it was for want of depth 
of Earth (4.e.) a deep conſideration, and well- 
; {rooted reſolution at firſt, that the ſtony-ground 
1 *hypocrite ſo quickly withered away, when the 
f Sun of Perſecution began to ſhine fervently up- 


* 
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s on him, Mar. 13. 5, 6. And doubtleſs it is to. 


- prevent this fatal Iſſue of our- Profeſſion, that 
IGod makes ſuch deep wounds by Convitionup- 
$on his peoples hearts at firft ; it is for our eſta- 
Zbliſhment in future tryals and ſufferings that he 
Iſo diſtreſſes and humbles them , that he makes 
4 fin ſo bitter and hurthenſome to them, as well 
9 knowing that all this js no more, than needs to 
4 prevent their returning again to ſin in the times 
of their temptation. - 
* O DProfeſlor, if thou be one that art come to 
ef Chriſt in this way, and haſt thus deliberately 
cloſed with him ; if thou haſt as well bethought 
J tby ſelf of bearing his Crofs, as of wearing hiy 
Crown, thou haſt then a fair Evidence of the 
uprightneſs of thy heart, than which the World 
affords not a ſweeter comfort. 
Thirdly, The advantage of Preparations for 
Es "  Sufferings 
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Sufferings lies in this, that it prevents and cuts 


off the ſcandal and offence of the Croſs, with 
reſpect both toour ſelves and to others. 

Firſt, It prevents our own offence at ſuffer- 
ings; and by Chriſts own teſtimony, that Soul is 


bleſſed that is not offended in him, ar. 11. 6. 
Among the multitudes of Profeſſors, few are | 
found that are no way offended at the ſuffering | 


of Chrift ; they expe&ted much peace, honour 
and proſperity in the ways of Religion , but 
finding their expeCtations fruſtrated , and their 


Carnal Intereſt rather expoſed thay ſecured by 
their Profeſſion of”: Chriſt , they gd back like- 


thoſe, Foh. 6. 66..and walk no more with him. 


And it is very remarkable, that Chriſt dates the 


offence that men ſhall take at him, from the firſt 
appearance of ſufferings, ar. 24. 8.,g. All 


theſe are the beginnings of ſorrows, aid then ſhall | 
many be offended. Sortows and Apoſtacies com- | 


mence together, m7 

But Reader, if thou be one that makeſt it 
thy buſineſs to foreſee and prepare' for an evil 
day, thou wilt have as good thoughts of Chriſt 
and his ways at the loweſt Ebb, as ever thou 
hadſt in the greateſt-flouriſh and time of pro- 
ſperity : Great «peace ( faith the Pſalmiſt) have 
they that love thy Law , and nothing ſhall offend 
them. Oh happy Soul, whom no troubles, re- 
proaches; or ſufferings are able to offend ! thou 
mayſt meet with Priſons, Death, Baniſhments ; 
yea ,, but none of theſe things ſhall offend or 
ſtumble thee, but thou ſhalt peaceshly and ſafe- 
ly. paſs over them, becauſe they arc no more 
than thou expeCctedſt and provideſt for. : 

Secondly, And by this means thou wilt alſo 
prevent the offence and ſcandals of others at the 
| | ways 


nk jen of feed al, pe A, A A a ami as aw 


£3 a © 


LlOQ.O 


VDDEGRANOMRA 0 wet © nw = 6a © 


2's) 
has 


The beſt Work in the worÞ Times 


ways of Religion - It is a ſad and dangerous 
thing to be an occaſion of ſtumbling, either to 
the weak, or to the wicked. Woe to the world be- 
cauſe of offences, for it mnſb needs be that offences 
come ;, but woe to that man by whom the offence 
cometh , Mat. 18.7. The Apoſtacies and ſinful 
- | compliances of ungrounded Profeſſors and weak 
' © Chriſtians in times of temptation, are the wo- 


\ þ ful occaſions of prejudicing others againſt Re- 


ligion, and ſhedding the blood of Souls. Ah it 
were much beter never to be in the ways of 
Profeſſion, than to be there only as a ſtone of 
ſtumbling, and a rock of offence to others: but 


|! all this miſchief will be prevented, by thy ſeri- 


ous expectation of, and proviſion for the evil 
day. 
Fourthly,, A fourth Excellency of Preparati- 
on for Sufterings lies in this, that it hath a ten- 
- dency to convince and awaken the drowſie 
y World. O.! if the Lords people would but fall 
about this work in earneſt, and live as people 
that are providing for a Storm, and reſolve in 
the ſtrength of God torun all hazards and hard- 
ſhips for Chriſt, I am perſwaded it would be of 
more uſe, to ftartle and convince the World, 
than all the Sermons that ever they heard : for 
here is that which daſhes and cuts the throat of 
all our labours, we preach up Self-denial, and 
contempt of life and liberty for Chriſt. Now 
though they hear us preach the neceſſity and ex- 
cellency of theſe things, and heat you profeſs 
them as your Principles; yet when they look 
upon the lives of Profeſſors in times of danger, 
and find no proportion betwixt Profeſſion and 
Practice ; when they fee us cling to the World, 
and are as loath to give it up as others ; m__ 
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God, moved, (i, e.) impelled him to his Duty : 


Preparation for Suffermgs 7; or, | 
they obſerve Priſons and Sufferings, affright and 
terrific us as much as thoſe that make no Profeſ- 
fion ; when they ſee us ſtart like Hares at every 
ſound, and that we live not looſe from the 
World, as men prog to let it go, and give 
it up fer Chriſt : Why then they conclude that 
we dare not truſt our own Principles, when it 
comes to thz puſh: And how can thliey be per- 


Faded to believe that which they think we our 


ſelves do not really believe, although we per- 
ſwade them to believe it?  *' 
My frietids, the World hath Eyes to ſee what 


you can do, as well as Ears to hear what you can 


ſay; and as long as they ſee you do ho more 


than others, you may talk your hearts out, e*re 
they will believe your way is better than others. 
But now when Perſecution ariſeth, did they 


ſee you providing your ſelves for it, and putting ® 
on your Harnefs to enter the Liſts, carry your 
| deareſt Enjoyments-in your hands, and put on 


the Shooe of Preparation, to follow the Lord 
through the rougheſt ways of Sufferings : this 


would convince to purpoſe, and preach the Ex- 
cellency of Chriſt, the vanity of the Creature, 


the rationality and certainty of Chriſtian Princi- 
ples, in a more intelligible and *rouzing Dialect 


to them, than all our cheap and eafie Commen- 
dations of them did. And hence it is, that Neab| 


was ſaid to condemn the World, Hcb. 1 1. 7. By 
Faith Noah being warned of God , of things not 
ſeen as yet,, (4. e.) of the Deluge that was com- 
ing, though no appearance of it yet, the Hea- 
vens being as clear as ever ; yet believing the 


' Threatning, he was moved with fear : the fear 


of God, an effe& of his Faith in the Word © 
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the World, left them” excuſeleſs - For they not 
only heard of an approaching Flood by his Mij- 
niſtry, but now {aw he himſelf believed what he 
preached, by his daily preparations againſt it 
came. O conſider this, how much it would tend 
to the Worlds Conviftion. Now they will ſee 
that you are in good earneſt, and that there is a 


reality in godlineſs. This will induce them to - 


ſearch into the matter more than ever. . and re- 
move thoſe prejudices they have taken up againſt 
the good ways of God, as if they were but 
Phantaſms and Conceits. 

5. In the next place, this fore-ſight and pre- 
paration,, muſt needs be an excellent thing, be- 
cauſe the Spirit of God every where ſets an 


honourable CharaQer upon it, and 'always men- 
'tions ſuch perſons with ſome ſingular and com- 


mendatian and refpe&t. Theſe only are wiſe men 
in the Judgment of God; and all the reſt (what 
great Polititians' ſoever they are famed to be 
among men) are accounted Fools, Prov. 22. 3. 
Eccleſ. 2. 14. The Wiſe mans Eyes are in bu head 
that 1s, he is a foreſe&ing man; bur the Fool goes 
07, and 1s puniſhed : Ruſhes on without conſide- 
ration, ſuſpeCting no danger that he at preſent 


I ſees not, and ſo ſmarts for his folly. Beloved, 


there are Signs.of the Times, as well as of the 
Weather, 7Aat. 16. 3. You may ſee the Clouds 


of Judgment gathering before the Storm falls 


upon you: And this is the meaning of Zeph. 2. 
1, 2. Gather your ſelves together, before the Degree 
bring forth, and the Day paſs as the Chaff. Where 
there is a Conception of Judgment, there will be 
a Birth, unleſs the Reformations and Prayers of 

tne 


- = 
Set him about his Preparation-work, te provide 
an Ark; and this was it by which he condemned - 
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the Saints:give it a miſcarrying Womb. But 1t 
requires Wiſdom to diſcern this; they muſt be 
men of much Obſervation, that can deſcry it at 
a great diſtance : yet this may be done, by con- 
{idering what G OD hath done in like Cafes in 
former Ages, when Nations have been guilty 
of the ſame ſins as now they are: For God is as 
Juſt now as then, and hates ſin as much as ever he 
did ; and partly, by attending to things reſent 
to what fulneſs and maturity the ſins of a Na- 
tion are grown, Foel 3. 16. or what beginnings ol 
Judgment are already upon a people, as Har- 
Hirgers and Fore-runners of more at hand,” Luke 
3.30, 31. 1 Sam.2.12. Or what is the univer- 
tal Vote and Cry of Gods Miniſters, who are 
his Watch-men to foreſee danger, Ezek. 3. 17. 
and his Trumpeters to difcover it, Numb. 10. 8. 
and when theſe have one mouth given them, cer-| 
tainly there is muchin it, Zyke 1.70. Or laſtly,!. 
by pondering thoſe Scripture-Prophecies that 
yet remain to be fulfilled : They muſt all go out - 
their tunes, and accompliſh their full number of © 
Years and Months ; but certainly they ſhall be e 
fulfilled in their Segſons. p 


By attending to theſe things, 2 Chriſtian mayſ|® 
give a near gueſs at the Judgments that are ap-| ae 


proaching a Nation, and fo order himſelf ac- 
cordingly, Eccleſ. 8. 5..4 wiſe mans heart diſcerns h 
both time and judgment. And this is (even in the : 
Judgment of God) a choice point of Wiſdom. 
Whereas on the contrary, heedleſs and careleſs|”* 
ones, that regard not theſe things, are branded 
for Fools, and upbraided with more bruitiſh- 
neſs than the Beaſts of the Field, or Fowls offfP 
the Air, Mat. 16. 3. Fer. 8. 7. The Stork. in ths 6, 
Heavens, the Swalloy, Turtle, and Crane, __ 
' their 


amend. 


. then, wherher you reſpect = Enemy that 1nga- 
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their Seaſons of departing, and returning, upon 
the approach of the Winter and Spring, and that 
by a natural inſtinct, whereby they prolong their 
lives, which elſe muſt periſh. But though God 
hath made Man wiſer than the Fowls of the Air, 
and Beaſts of the Earth, which by inſtin&t will 
quit colder {Climates, or run to the Hedge when 
Winter or Storms approach; yet the Heavens 
may be aſtoniſhed at this; to ſee Nature caſt by 
ſin ſo far below it ſelf, and that in reaſonable 
Creatures. 

But now, if this be fore>ſeen, then there is a 
ſingular advantage 1n a mans hand, either to ©ſe 
the means of preventing thoſe approaching Cz- 
lamities, Zeph.2.3. or if it cannot be prevent- 
ed, yet to take Sanctuary in Chriſt, Afi. 5. 5. 
toruan to the Promiſes and Attributes, E/a. 26. 


"® z{t: and fo havea good Roof over his Head 
& while the Storm falls, and the Weather is tem- 


peſtuous abroad. And therefore certainly, this 
Preparation isan excellent thing. Whatever the 
Spirit of God ſpeaks in the commendation of 
fore-feeing Evils, is with reſpect to this Duty 
of preparing for them; for fore-ſight of Evils, 
without preparation, rather increaſes, than dimi- 
niſhes the miſery. 

6. A fixth Excellency of Preparation, lies in 


I the influence that it hath intoa Cariſtians ſtabi- 


lityjin the evil day. You cangor but know, that 
your ſtability in that critical hour of Temptati- 
on, is a choice and lingular Mercy, in as much as 
all you are worth 1n the other World depends 
upon your ſtanding then, Rev. 21.7, 8. Rom. 2. 
6,7. Lire 22,238. Neither can you be ignorant 
how much you are like to be tryed and put to it 
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es you, Eph. 6.12. or your own weakneſs, who 
have been ſo often foiled in lefler tryals, Fer.12.5. 


All the Grace you have, will be little enough to 
keep the Field, and bear you up from finking ; 


-and therefore it cannot but be a bleſſed thing, to 


be able to ſtand and cope with the greateſt diffi- 
culties, in ſuch a nick of tryal as that will be. 
Now he that expects to do this, muſt pur oz the 


whole Armour of God. See Epheſ. 6. 12, 13, 14: \ 


There's no expectation of ſtanding in the evil 
day, except your foot be ſhod, that is, your wills 
Prepared , with the preparation of the Goſpel of 


Peace. | 


It is true, that our ability to ſtand, is not 


from our own inherent grace ; for by his ſtrength 


ſhall no man prevail, 1 Sam.2, g. and yet it 1s as 
true, that without grace, both inhercnt in us, and 


excited and prepared for ation, we cannot ex- 
pect to ſtand: For theſe two, Grace inherent in ( 


us, and Grace exciting and aſſiſting without, are 

not oppoſed, but co-ordinated, Grace in us, is the 

Weapon by which our Enemy falls; but then 

that Weapon muſt be managed by the Hand of 

the Spirit._— Well then, look upon this as a 

_ mercy, which tends ſo much to your ſta- 
LILY. ; 

7. A ſeventh Excellency of a prepared Heart, 
1s, that it 1s a very high teftification of our love 
to Jeſus Chriſt, when we thus ſhew our willing- 
neſs to take our Lot with him, and follow him 
where-ever he goes. Whatan high expreſſion of 
love was that of Ruth to her Mother Naomy? 7 
will not go back.,, but where thou lodgeſt I will lodge, 
and where thou goeſt I will go. *Tis excellent, 


when a Soul can ſay to Chriſt, as tas to David, 


3 Sam. 15-21, Srely, in whet place my Lord the 
| ho at ceoeed} hogntef King 
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King ſhall be, whether in Death, or in Life, even 
there alſo will thy Servant be. This is love indeed, 
to cleave to him in a time of ſuch diſtreſſes and 
dangers. This is love which the Waters cannot 
quench, nor the Flood drown, Cant. 8. 6. Probatio 
amoris, eſt exhibitio operis : If you love Chriſt in- 
deed, ſhew your love by fone fruits, of it; and 
ſurely, this is a very choice fruit and proof of it. 
There be many that profeſs a great deal of love 
to Chriſt; but when it comes to this Touch- 
ſtone, it appears falſe and counterfeit, but a 
meer flouriſh, when no danger is near : But that 
Soul which buckles on the Shooe of Preparation, 
to follow him through Thorns and Briars, and 
over the Rocks and Mountains of Difficulties 
and Troubles, loves him indeed, Fer. 2. 2, 3. 
Beloved, it?s one of the choiceſt Diſcoveries of 
your love to your Maſter Chriſt ; yea, it is fuch 2 
rteſtification of love to him, as Angels are not ca- 
Pable of. They ſhew their love by their readi- 
neſs to do his Will, in the execution of which * 
they fly.as with Wings, Ezek. 1. 24. But you on- 
ly have the happineſs of teſtifying your love, by 
your readineſs to ſuffer for him, and is not this 
excellent ? | 
8. When the Heart Is prepared for the worſt 
Satterings; it's an Argument that your Will is 
ſubdued to the Will of God; for till this be 
done in a good meaſure, you cannot ſtand ready 
to ſuffer for -him : But now, to have the Wl 
{ubdued by Grace to the Will of God, is a very 
choice and excellent frame indeed ; for 1a this 
the main power of Grace licth: Look in what 
Faculty the chief Reſidence and ſtrength of ſin 
was,. in the ſame, the chief Reſidence and pow- 
erof Grace, after Converſian, is allo : Now it 
; D 2 is 


—_— 


Preparation for Sufferings ;, of, ' 
is irt the Will, that the ſtrength and power of fin 
(before Converſion) lay. See Joh. 5-40. Pal. 81. 
11. Fer. 44- 16, 17. And indeed it was the De- 
vils ſtrong Hold, which in the Day of Chriſts 
Power, he ſtorms and reduces to his Obedience, 
P/al. 110. 3. Oh what a bleſſed thing is this ! 
the Will rules the Man, it hath the Empire of 
the whole man, it commands the Faculties of the 
Soul, imperio politico z, and it commands the Mem- 
bers of the Body, #mperio deſpotico. Now to have 
Chriſt and Grace rule that, which rules and com- 
mands your inner and outer Man too, is no fimall 
Mercy : And a better Evidence that it 1s ſo can- 
not be given than this, that you ſtand ready, or 
do ſeriouſly prepare your ſelves to ſoffer the har- 
deſt things for Chriſt : If your Will can like 
That Work, it*s an Argument Grace hath con- 
quered and ſubdued your wills indeed. 

g- This Preparation of Heart to Sufferings, 1s 
an excellent thing, becauſe God is ſo abundant- 
Ty pleaſed with it, that he often excuſes them 

om ſufferings in whom he finds it, and accepts 
It, aSif the ſervice had been aCtually done. So 
Abraham, Gen. 22.12. he was ready to offer up 


his 1/aac's life to God; but God ſeeing his Ser-- 


vants heart really prepared, and ready for that 


difficult ſervice, and high point of Self-denial, 


provided himſelf another Sacrifice inſtead of 1- 
ſaac. Abraham ſhall have his Iſaac back again, 
and that with advantage; for he hath with him 
not only a choice Experiment of his love to God, 
but Gods high approbation of him, and accep- 
ation of his Offering. It was all one, in reſpect 
of Divine acceptance, as if he had been ſlain ; 
and fo the Scripture repreſents it, Fam, 2. 2 
And in this ſence, that Promiſe is often _—_ 

| | good 
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The beſt Work, #n the worſt Times. 
good to Gods Peqple, who ſtand ready to give 
up their 1/aacs, their lives, liberties, and deareſt 

_ enjoyments, to the Lord ; He that will loſe his 
life for my Names ſake, ſhall ſave it, Luk.9.24. 
Now what a bleſſed thing is this! you may 
this way have the Crown of Martyrdom, and yet 
not ſhed one drop 'of blood for Chriſt afually. 
Ah how kindly doth God accept it at his poor 
' Creatures hands, when he ſees how willing they 
are to ſerve him with their beſt enjoyments ! Jr 
;s well ( ſaith he to David) that it was in thy 
heart, 1King,8.18. + 
10. And then laſtly, to add no more, it is be- 
yond Controverſie an excellent and bleſſed 
thing ; becauſe ſhould ſuch a Chriſtian, after all 
his pains and preparations, be overborn, and 
fall by Temptation; yet this preparation of his 


” heart excuſes his fall, from' thoſe aggravations 


that are upon the falls of others, and will gire 
him both ſ#ppore under ſuch a Condition, and ex- 
couragement to hope for a ſpeedy recovery out 
of it. Ah! is no ſmall comfort, when a poor 
Soul that hath been overborn by temptation, 
can come to God and ſay , Lord, thou knoweſt 
that this was not a wilful departure from my duty, 
but contrary to the bent and reſolution of my heart, 
thou ſawft my diligence before-hand to prepare for 
2t ; thou jaweſt my fears and tremilings of heart 
about it ;, O Lord forgive, O Lord recover thy Ser- 
wants, waſh away this ſpot, it is one of the ſpots of 
thy children, an infirmity, not a Rebellion ; This 
may much ſtay the Soul. 

Surely in this caſe, thon haſt many grounds 
of comiort that another wants : For thy fin be- 
ing bur an infirmity, (.) It's that which 1s 
common to all Saints, P/al. 103, 11, 12, 13414- 
D 3 (2.) God 
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Preparation for Sufferings;, Or, 
(2.) God hath mercy and pardons for ſich fins 
as theſe, elſe woe to the holjeſt Soul, P/al. 130. 
3, 4. Solomon , upon this ground, pleads for 
mercy for them that prepared their hearts, 
2 Chron. 30. 18, 19. and God hath laid in ſweet 
grounds of encouragement for ſuch Souls, 
Numb.15.27,28. Heb. 5.2. How tenderly doth 
Chriſt deal with the Diſciples under this kind of F 
fin, Mat. 26.41. and though they forſook him 
for a time, yet he received them again ; though 
they fled from him, yet they all returned again, 
anU appeared boldly for Chriſt afterwards, and 
ſealed their Confeſſion of him with their blood : 
and that which recovered them again was this, 
that their fall and departure was contrary to the 
reſolution and ſtanding frame and bent of their 
hearts; for they reſolved all to cleave to him to 
the death, at. 26. 35. whereas thoſe that in- 
gaged in a profeſſion of him incenſiderately, ., 
and never reſolved nor prepared for the worſt, | 
fell off from him, and never returned any more, | 
Foh.6. 66. So then, upon the whole, you can- 
not but grant, that it 1s a very bleſſed and excel- 
lent thing, to prepare thus for the greateſt Suf- 
ferings that can befall us for Chriſt. We come 
next to ſhew wherein it lies. | 
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Evincing the neceſſity of a ſound and real work of t 
Grace upon the heart, to fit a man for the Suf- ( 
ferings of Chriſt. | 


Hs ſhewed you tHat God doth ſoime- 
| tumes put his Ceareſt people upon very 
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The beſt Work, in the worſt Times. 
hard ſervices for him, and what an excellent 
thing it is to Prepare our ſelves to obey the Call 
of God tothem : In the next place Icome to 
ſhew yon, wherein this Preparation Or readineſs 
for Sufferings conſiſts, and how many things 
concur and contribute their aſſiſtance to this 
Work. 

| Now there is a two-fold Preparation Or readi- 
| neſs for Suffering ; the one is habitual, the 0+ 
ther attual; That habitual readineſs 1s nothing 
elſe but the znclination of a Soul to ſuffer any 
thing for Chriſt; which zxcl;nation ariſeth from 
the Principles of Grace infuſed into the Soul - 
But then as fire, though it have a natural inclj- 
nation to aſcend, yet may be violently depreſt 
and hindered, that it cannot aſcend actually, fo 
may it be in this caſe; and therefore, before a 
-, man can be fitted for Sufferings, as Paul was, 
*there muſt to this habitual be ſuperadded an a- 


ih dual readineſs , which 1s nothing elſe but the 


{ rouzing of Grace out -of the ſleepy and dull ha- 
bits, and awakening it to its work in a time of 
_ need: as the Lyon 1s faid to laſh -himfelf with 
his Tail, to rouze up'his Courage before he fight. 
The former is a rerete Power; the latter a 
proxim and immediate power. I-muſt handle the 
former in this Chapter, and you are to-know, 
that zr conſiſteth in a ſound and real work, cf Grace, 
| or Converſion wrought ' upon the Soul ; without 
which I ſhall make jt evidently appear to you, 
that no man cat be fit or ready to '{uffer as a 
Chriſtian. ' '? Gs 8.6 

What ever ſtock of Natural Courage,” Moral 
Principles, -or common gifts of the-Spirit be 
lodged in any mans Breaſt, yet all-this (with- 
out ſpecial. grace) can-never fit bim to ſuffer 
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for Chriſt. And had not this Work been really 
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and ſoundly wrought upon the heart of this 
bleſſed Man, as indeed it was, A&s g. 3, 4, 5- 
he had quickly fainted under his Sufferings ; 
and ſo will eyery Soul ſooner or later do, that 
ſuffers not upon the ſame Principles he did. 

1. For firſt, No man can ſuffer for Chriſt, un- 
til he be able to deny himſelf. See ar. 16. 24. | 
Self-denial goes in order of Nature before Suf- |: 
ferings. Beloved, in a Suffering hour the Inte- 
reſts of Chriſt and Self meet like two men np- 
on a narrow Bridge , one mult of neceſlity go 
back, or the other cannot paſs on: If you can- 
not now deny Self, you mult deny Chriff. The 
Yoke and Dominion of Self muſt cafs. :F;, or 
ele Chriſts Yoke and Burden cannot be taken 
on 
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It is confeſt that Self may not only conſiſt ©. 
with, but be a otive to ſome kind of Suffer- }* 
ings : Ambition and Applauſe may carry a man \þ « 
tar this way ; Pride is a Salamander that it ſeems 
can live in the flames of Martyrdom, 1 Cor.13.-3. 
but to be a Servant to Self, and 2 true Syferer 
for Chriſt, are incompatible. Self may make || - 
you the Devils Afartyrs, but Grace only can if 1 
make you Chr:f#z Martyrs. So that let a man | c 
be ſeemingly carried for a while with never. ſo || 3 
t 
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higha Tide of Zeal for Chriſt, yet if Self be 
the Spring that feeds it, thoſe ſelf-ends like ſo 
many little Ditches joyned to the Banks of a Ri- 
ver, ſhall ſuck and draw away the Water into 


themſelves, that the lofty Stream will fink and 


C 
| ' 
come to nothing ere it have ran far: So then |Þ x 
of neceflity Self muſt be dethroned in the hearts | 1 
of Chriſts ſuffering Servants. ! 

But now it is real Grace only that depoſes || x 


2 


The beſt Work, in the worſt Times, 
Self, and ſubjects its Intereſts to Chriſts ; for 
Sanctification is nothing elfe but rhe dethroning 
of exalted Self, and the ſetting up of Chriſts In- 
\  cereſt above it 3n the Soul. This is it that alters 
| the property of all a man hath, and ſuper- 

ſcribes them with a new Title ,, Holineſs ro the 
- | Lord, Iſa. 23. 18. Zech. 14. 20, 21. Thence- 
. K forth a man looks at himſelf as none of his 
- {3 own, but paſt into anothers right, 1 Cor. 6. 19. 
and that he muſt neither ve, nor a ultimately 
for himſelf, but for Chriſt, Roz. 14.7. Heb. 13. 
7,8. Phil. 1. 20. He ls no more as a Proprietor, 
but a Sreward of all he hath; and fo holds upon 
theſe terms to lay it out, or lay it down, as may 
beſt ſerve his Maſters ends and glory. 

Allthat he is or hath, is by Grace ſubordina- 
| red to Chriſt; and if once ſubordinated, then 
no more oppoſed ta him ſubordinata non pugnant. 
. } This is it that makes him fay, I care not what be- 
4 comes of me or mine, ſo Chriſt may be glorifi- 
; ed. Ler Chriſt be magnifeain my body, whether it 
. | Ge by life, or by death, Phul. 1.20. 

By Converſion Chriſt enters the Soul, as an 
: 8 Army doth an Enemies Garriſon by Storm ; and 
| | when he 1s poſleſt of it by Grace, he preſently 
| | divides the whole ſpoil of Self betwixt himſelf 
| and his Church. Thisis the firſt that evinces the 
| neceſſity of a Work of Grace to prepare the 
|| heart for Sufferings. 
| 2. Andthen in the next place, It is as .evi- 
\ | dent that a man can never be fit to ſuffer hard 
| things for Chriſt, until his Spirit be inlarged, 
|| raiſed, and enobled, fo that he be able to de- 


2 Cor.lo0.g ' | 


| ſpiſe D:ngers, and: look all Difficulties in the - 


face. That low and privere Spirit muſt be re- 
moyed, and a pab;/ick, Sp'Tit muſt poſlels New. 


42. 


_ + Preparation for Sufferings:, Or, 
If a man be of a feeble and effeminate Spirit, e- 
very petty Danger will daunt and fink him; 
Delicacy and Tenderneſs is as unſuitable to a 
Chriſtian as'to a Souldier, 2 Tm. 2. 3. They 
that mean to enter into the Kingdom of God, 
muſt reſolve to make their way through that 
Brake of Troubles betwixt them and it, 2 Tz. 
3. 12. They thatwill be crowned with Victory, 
muſt ſtand to it, and play the men, as that word | 
imports, x1 Cor. 16. 13. Look over all the Sacred 
and Humane Hiſtories, and ſee if you can find a 
man that ever honoured Chriſt by Suffering, that 
was not of a raiſed and noble Spirit, and in ſome 
meaſure able to contemn both the allurements 
and threats of men. So thoſe three noble Jews, 
Dan. 3. 16,17. 10 Moſes, Heb. 11. 27..and ſo 
our Apoſtle, A&#s 20. 24. and the ſame Heroick 
and brave Spirit was found in the ſucceeding A- 
ges amongſt the Witneſſes of Chriſt... When Ya- ,., 
lence the -Emperour endeavoured to draw Baſil 
from the Faith by Offers of Preferment, Ofer ry: 
theſe things ({aid he) ts Chilaren ;, when he threat- || <0 
ned him with torments, Threaten theſe things xy 
(faid he) to your Purple Gallants that live delicate- th 
ly. Andthe'fame Baſs! relating the Story of the | þ, 
forty Martyrs, faith, That when great: Honours | {;,; 
and Preferments were -oftered them. to! draw Þf ap 
them from Chriſt, their anſwer was, -Why offer || > 
you theſe ſmall things of the world to.us (O Empe- | Cc, 
rour) when you know the whole world is contemned | th, 
by us '. So Luther, Money could not tempt him, |f ry 
nor the fear of man daunt' him. Let me (faid he I of 
in his Letter to'Sraupicius) be accounted proud, co. NN 
vetous, a mnrtherer, guilty of all vices,” ratacr than Þ hi; 
of wicked ſilence and .cowardize in the Cauſe of 
Chrift, Thys youſceto what an height and holy 
| great- 


"ls 
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oreatneſs 'the Spirits of ſuffering Saints in all 
Ages have been raiſed. 

But nowit 1s Grace that thus raiſes the Spirits 
of men above all the ſmiles and honours, frowns 
and fears of men : and no other Principle but 

race can doit. "There is indeed a natural fronts 
zreſs and generofity in ſome, which may carry 
them far, as it's ſaid of Alexander, that when 
zany great danger approached him, his' coutage 

'ould riſe, and he would ſay, Fam pericnlum par 
animo Alexandri ,, here is a danger fit for Alex- 
nder to encounter : ſo. Pompey when diflivaded 
Tom a dangerous Voyage, anſwered, MWeceſſe eff 
ut eam, non ut vivam ;, Its neceſſary that T go, not 
that I live. But this being fed only by a na- 
tural Spring, can carry a man no hjgher than 
Nature, and will flag at Iaſt. If applauſe and 
rhe obſervation of the world ſupply it not, it 
quickly ebbs and fails. | 
But as Grace faifes -men much higher; ſo it 
maintains it even when there is nothing to en- 
courage without ; when forſiken of all Crea- 
tures , and viſible ſupports, 2 Tim. 4. 10. and 
this it doth three ways : (1) By giving-him-that 


hath it a view of far greater things, which . 


ſhrinks up all temporary things, and makes them 
appear but trifles and ſmall 'matters, Rom. 8. 18. 
2 Cor. 4.18, By Grace a man riſes with Chriſt, 
Col. 3. 1. It ſets him upon his high places, and 
thence he looks down upon things below, as ve- 
ry Poor and. inconfiderable. The great Cities 
of Campania ſeem bat little ſpots to them that 
itand on the top of the Alps. (2) By teaching 
him to valne-and meaſure all things by another 
Rule than he was wont to do. He did-once mea- 
ibre life, liberty, riches, honours, by fenſe and 

651 time, 


Preparation for Sufferings ;, or, 
time ; and then they ſeemed great things, and 
it was hard to deny them, or thus to ſlight, 
them ; bnt now he values and meaſures all by 
Faith and Eternity ; and cſteems nothing great]. 
and excellent, but what hath a reference to the 
Glory of God, and an influence into Eternity. 
(3) Grace raiſes and enobles the Spjrit thus, 
becauſe it is the Divine Nature ; ?tis the Spirit 
of Chriſt infuſed into a poor Worm, which; 
makes a ſtrange alteration on him, transformsþ, 
him into another manner of perſon ; as much 
difference betwixt his Spirit now, and what it 
was, as betwixt the Spirit of a Child that is fil- 


led with ſmall matters, and taken -up withhk, , 


Toys; and of a grave States-man, that is dai- 
ly imployed about the Grand Afﬀairs of a King- 
om. 

3- Aman cannever ſuffer as a Chriſtian, till 
his will be ſubjefted to the Will of God. He, 
that ſuffers #zvolyntarily, and: out of necellity, 
not out of choice, ſhall neither have acceprance 
nor reward from God. Of neceſſity the will 
muſt be ſubjected; a man can never ſay, Thy will 
be done, till he can firſt ſay, Not my will. | 
\. Butit is Grace only that thus conquers and 
ſubjects the will of man ta Gods, ?/al. 1 10. 3. 
This 1s it that which exalts Gods Authority in 
the Soul, and makes the heart to ſtoop and 
tremble at his Commands. ?Tis this which 
makes our will tq write its fiat at the foot off; 
every Command, and its placet under every Or- 
der 1t receives from God. No ſooner was 
Grace entred into the Soul ef Paul, but pre- 
ſently he crys out, Lord what wilt thou have me 
to do? Actsg.6. The Will is to the Soul what; 


the Wheels are to the Chariot ; and Grace 1s 
t0 
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0 the Will what Oyl is to thoſe Wheels. When "i 
re receive the Spirit of Grace, we are faid to 
eceive an Unttion from the Holy One, 1 Joh.2.20. 
and then the Soul is made as the Chariots of 4- 
CEninadab, Cant. 6. 12. Non tardat untta rota, it 
.Fruns freely. after the Lord, and chearfully ad- 
Mreſſeth it ſelf to every Service. | 
# 4. A man can never ſuffer as a Chriſtian, un- 
til his heart be compoſed, fixed, and determined 
o follow the Lard through all hazards anddit- 
culties. As long asa man is heſitating and un- 
eſolved what to do, whether to go forward, or 
urn back again to the proſperous World, when 
Bk man is at ſuch a paxſe, ſand ſtand in his way, he 
s very unfit for ſufferings. All ſuch Diviſions 
Jo both weaker the Soul, and ſtrengthen the 
emptation: The Devils work is more than 
*balf done to his hands in ſuch a Soul; and heis 
cnow as unfit to endure hardſhip for Chriſt, as a 
Ship is to ride out a Storm, that hath neither 
cable, Anchor, nor Ballaſt to hold and ſettle it, 
Lbut lies at the mercy of every Wave, Fames 1.8.. 
FT he donble-minded man is unſtable in all his ways. 
Bur it*s Grace,and nothing beſides it, that brings 
1 he hearr to a fixed reſolution and ſettlement to 
-Wollow the Lord. ?Tis Grace that efabliſhes the 
NÞearr, Heb.13.9. and unites it to fear the Name 
Ibf God, 7P/al. 8@.11. This gathers all the 
h$treams into one Channel, and then it runs 
fBich much ſtrength, and ſweeps away all obſta- 
les before it. So that look as it is with a wick- 
5d man that hath ſold himſelf to do wickedly, 
-Wf he be ſer upon any one defign of fin, he pours 
© Þut his whole heart and ſtrength in the proſecu- Ny 
TFion of. that Deſign ; which is the ground of 
hat ſaying, Liherer me Deus ab homine nnins tan- 
En, rH 


24.6 Preparation for Sufferings 5, Of, 
tim neootzs,, Let God deliver me from a man off 7 
one only Deſign. He will do it to purpole : Sc 
is it alſo in Grace; if the heart be compoſed 
fixed, and fully reſolved for God, nothing ſhall 
then ſtand before him. And herein lies much of 
- Chriſtians habitual fitneſs and ability to ſuf 

er, bd 

5- The neceſlity of Saving-grace in all Suffe 
rers for Chriſt will farther appear from. thi 
conſideration, that he who will run all hazard 
for Chriſt, had need of a continual ſupply ol 
ſtrength and refreſhment from time to time. He 
muſt not depend on any thing that 1s failable: 
For what ſhall he do then, when that Stock i; 
ſpent, and he hath no Proviſion left to live up 
on ? Now all natural qualifications, yea all the 
common gifts of the Spirit are failable and 
ſhort-lived things ; they are like a ſweet Flower 
in the Boſom, that is an Ornament for a littl-{k 
while, but withers preſently: Or like a Pond 
or Brook occaſioned by a great fall of Rain 
which quickly ſinks and dries up, becauſe it ig ye 
not fed by. Springs in the bottom ,, as other} in 
Fountain-waters are : And hence it is they can-f m 
not continue and hold out when Sutterings p: 
come, at. 15.21. becauſe there 1s no Root toſÞ n1 
nouriſh and ſupport. The Hypocrite will notY} th 
always call upon God, Fob 27.10. Though they {i 
may keep company with Chriſt a few miles inf nj 
this dirty way, yet they muſt turn back art alt, ye 
and ſhake hands eternally with him, Fohz 6. 654 th 
Theſe Comets may ſeem to ſhine for a time a th 
mong;the Stars, but when that Earthly matter} by 
1s ſpent, they mult fall and loſe their glory. in 
But now, Grace is an Everlaſting Principle, th 
it hath- Springs in the bottom that never _ ct 
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It ſtall be in him (faith Chriſt) a Welt of water 
Wl /pringing up into eternal life, Joh. 4. 14. The Spi- 
F rit of God ſupplies it from time to time as need 


F' requires. It hath daily Incomes from Heaven, ,,,,mmur 
f 2 Cor. 1. 5. Phil. 4. 13. Col. 1.11. So that it 1s quatenus . 
FJ onr Union with Chriſt the Fountain by Grace, #nintvr. 


that 1s the true ground of our conſtancy and 
long-ſuffering. 
6. And then laſtly. It will appear by this al- 
Y 10, that there 1s an abſolute neceſſity of a real 
© change by Grace on all that will ſuffer for 
F Chriſt ; becauſe although we may *gage our 
F ſelves in ſufferings without it, yet we can never 
manage our ſufferings like Chriſtians without it. 
| They will neither be honourable, or acceptable 
to God, nor yet beneficial and comfortable to 
our felves or others, except they be performed 
A from this Principle of Grace : For upon what 
4 Principle ſoever beſide this, any man is acted in 
Religion, it will either cauſe him to decline ſuf- 
ff ferings for Chriſt ; or if he be ingaged in them, 
$ yet he will little credit Religion by his Suffer- 
i ings. They will either be ſpoiled by an ill 
-* management, or his own pride will devour the 
5 praiſe and glory of them. I do not deny, but a 
man that*s graceleſs, may ſuffer many hard 
i things upon the: account of his Profeſſion, and 
7] ſuffer them all in vain, as theſe Scriptures ma- 
ny nifelt. See 1 Cor. 13. 3. Gal.g. 4. And although 
| you find many ſweet Promiſes made to thoſe 
| that ſuffer ' for Chriſt, yet you muſt conſider, 
-£ that thoſe- pure and ſpiritual Ends and Motives, 
iF by which men ought to be aCted in their ſiffer- 
ings, are always ſuppoſed and implyed in ell 
thoſe Promiſes that are made to the external a- 
Ct:on.* And ſometimes'it is expreſt, 1 Per 4-16. 
Kt : to. 
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What Sav= This work of G race, of which 1 am here to ſpeak, 
Ing Grace conſiſts in the real change of the whole Man, by the 
A 


Preparation for Shfferings ;, Or, 
to ſuffer [as a Chriſtian] is to ſuffer from pure 
Chriſtian Principles, and ina Chriſtian manner, 
with Meeckneſs, PatienceSelf- dental, &c. and this 
only Grace can enable you todo : So that by 
all this, I ſuppoſe what I have undertaken in 
this CharaCter, viz. to evince the neceſſity of a 
Work of Grace to paſs upon you, before Suf- 
ferings for Religion come, 1s by all this per- 
formed to ſatisfaction. 


þ 
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CHAP. VL. 


Wherein the Nature of this Work of Gract , tn 
which our habitual fitneſs for ſuffering lics, is 
briefly opened; and an aecount given of the great 
advantage the gracious perſon hath for any, e- || tt 
ven the hardeſt work thereby. : th 


FA Aving in the former Chapter plainly evin- | 

ced the neceſlity of ſaving Grace, to fit a |} ge 
man for ſufferings; it will be expeCted now, | na 
that ſome account be given you 'of the nature of | Af 
this Work, and how it advantages a man for the || Ch 
diſcharge of the hardeſt ſervices in Religion : ſan 
Both which I fhall open in this Chapter, by-a 1, . 
diſtinCt Explication of the parts of this deſcrip- ſen 
tion of it. : 


Spirit of God ,, whereby he is prepared for every 
good work: In which brief Deſcription , I ſhall 
open theſe four things to vou. + | 
1. That it is a Change; this is palpably evi- 
dent, both from Scripture and Experience. | 
2 Cor. 5.17. Old things are pat away ; behold, all $11 
" Fi: | . things 


| 


; 
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thi;gs are betome new; and it is fo ſenſible a 
Change, that it's called a turning from darkneſs 
zo light, Af. 26. 18. and a new Creature formed 
and brought forth. But to be a little more di- 
ſtint and particular , there are ſeveral other 
Changes that paſs upon men, which muſt not be 
miſtaken for this : and therefore, (1.) It is not 
3 meer change of the Judgment from Errourto 
Truth, from Paganiſm to Chriſtianity. Such a 
Change Simon Magus had, yet ſtill remained in 
the gall of birterneſs, and faſt bound in the 
bonds of iniquity, A. 8.23. (2.) Nor only 
of a mans practice, from Prophaneſs to Civility ; 
this 1s common among ſuchas live under the 
Light of the Goſpel, which breaking ifto mens 
Conſciences, thwarts their Luſts; and over-awes 
them with the fears of Hell : Which is no more 


, than what the Gerrzles had, Rom. 2.15. (3-) Nor 
7 is it achange from m2:er Morality, to meer For- 
mality in Religion. Thus Hypocrites are chan- 


ged, by the common gifts of the Spirit, illyumi- 
nating their Minds, and ſlightly touching their 
Aﬀections , Heb. 6. 4, 5. (4) Nor is it fuch a 
Change as Juſtification makes, which is relative, 
and only alters the ſtate and condition, Rozm. 5. 
1,2. (5:.) Laſtly, ir is not a Change of the Ef- 
fence of a Man; he remains effentially the ſame 
perſon ſtill. 

But this Change conſiſts in - the infaſton of 


New Habirs of Grace into the, Old Faculties ; 


which immediately depoſz Sin from its domi- 
10n over the Soul, and deliver up the Saul in- 
to the Hands and Gorzernment of Chriſt; ſo 
nat it lives no more to it ſeif,, but to Chriſt. 
This is that Change whereof we tpeak ; And 
his Chaoge (2) 1 affezt 9 be real, no-phanſie, 


\ 


Fo 
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nor deluſion ; not a groundleſs conceit, but it is 
really exiſtent, extra mentem, whether you con- 
ceit it or not. Indeed, the blind World would 
perſwade us-it 1s ſuppoſititious; and phantaſtick_; 
and that there is no ſuch real difference betwixt 


one manand another, as weafirm Grace makes. | 


And hence it is, that whoever profeſleth it, is 
preſently branded for a Phanatique ;, and that 


Scripture, Eſa. 56. 5. Stand by thy ſelf,, I am ho- || 
lierthan thou, Cc. claptin their Teeth, in theirj 


abſurd and perverſe ſence of it. 

But I ſhall briefly offer theſe ſeven things to 
your conſideration ,, which will abundantly e- 
vince the reality of it, and at once both ſtop 
the ſlanderous mouths of ignorant men, and fi- 
lence thoſe Atheiſtical Surmiſes, which at any 
time Satan may inject into the hearts of Gods 


own people touching this matter. And firſt, let 
it be conſidered, that the Spirit of God hath re- 


preſented to us this Work of Grace, under ſuch 
Names and Notions in Scripture, as if they had 
been choſen purpoſely to obviate this Calumny. 
It's called a Creature, Gal. 6. 15. a Man, 1 Pet. 
3. 4. a New Birth, Joh. 3. 3. Chriſt formed in 
vs, Gal. 4. 19. ell which expreſs its reality, and 
that it is not a conceited thing. (2.) It appears 
to be real by the marvellous effects it hath upon 
a man, turning him both in Judgment, Will, Af- 
fections and Practice, quite counter to what he 


was before. This is evident in that famous in- 


ſtance of Pas/, Gal. 1. 23. which is abundantly 
atteſted and ſealed by the conſtant experience 
of all gracious Souls, that are Witneſſes of rhe 
truth hereof. (3.) A Divine and Almighty Pow- 


er goes forth to produce and work it ; and 


hence Faith is ſaid to be of the Operation _ 
| ore G 


J 
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God, Col. 2. 12. Yea, that the fame Power 
which raiſed Jeſus Chriſt from the Dead, goes 
to the production of it, Epheſ. 1. 19, 20. And 
if ſo, how much leſs than Blaſphemy is it, to 
call it a Conceit or Phanſie ? Doth God ſet on 
work his infinite Power to beget a Phanſie, or 
raiſe an imagination ? (4.) Conceits and Whim- 
fies abound moſt in men of weak Reaſon : Chil- 
dren, and ſuch as are crackt in their Underſtand- 
ings have moſt of them : Strength of Reaſon 


- baniſhes them, as the Sun doth Miſts and Va- 


pours : But now the more rational any gracious 
perſon is, by ſo much the more he is fixed, fet- 
led, and fatisfied in the Grounds of Reljgion : 


| Yea, there is the higheſt and pureſt Reaſon in 


Religion ; and. when this Change is wrought 
fpon men, 12s carried on in a rational way, Eſa. 


\ 1.18. Fok,16.g, The Spirit overpowrs the Ur- 
| derſtanding with clear Demonſtrations, and ſi- 


lences all Objections, Pleas and Pretences to the 
contrary. (5.) It's a real thing, and gracious 
Souls know it to be ſo; elſe ſo many Thou- 
fands of the Saints wculd never have ſuffered 
ſo many cruel] Torments and Miſeries; rather 
than forſake a Fancy. and ſo fave all: They have 
heen ſo well ſatisfied of the reality of that which 
the World calls a Phanſie, that they have cho- 
ſen rather to imbrace the Stake, than deny it. 
The conſtancy of Chriſtians, in cleaving to 
Religion, was common to a Proverb amiong' the 
Heathen; who when they would expreſs the 
greateſt difficulty, wonld fay, Tow may as ſoon 
turn a Chriſtian from Chriſt, as do it. Surely no 
wiſe man would ſacrifice his Liberty , Eftate, 
Life, and all that is dear, for a Conceit. (6.)It's 
reality appears in its uniformity 'in all thoſe on 

E 2 whom 
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whom it is wrought : They have all obtained like 
precious Faith, 2 Pet. 1.1. They are all changed 
mto the ſame Image, 2 Cor. 3. 18. Three thou- 
ſand perſons affected in one and the ſame man- 
ner at one Sermon, A. 2.37. Could one and 
the ſame Conceit poſſeſs them all together!Take 
two Chriſtians that live a thouſand miles diſtant 


from each other, that never heard of one ano- | 


ther, let theſe be perſons examined, and their |, 


Reports compared, and ſee if they do not ſub- 
ſtantially agree; and whether as Face anſwers 
Face in Water. ſo their Experiences do not an- 
{wer one to the other ? which could 'never be, 
if it were a groundleſs Conceit. (7.) And laſt- 
ly, it's manifeſt, jt is a rezlity, and puts a real 
difference betwixt one and another , becauſe 


God carries himſelf ſo differently towards | 


them, after their Converſion ; now he ſmiles, 
before he frowned; now they are under the 


Promiſes, before they were under the Threats || 
aud Curſes: and what a vaſt difference will he | 


put betwixt the one and other jn that great day ? 
See Mat. 25: Surely, if theſe nominal Chriſti- 
ans did but differ in Conceit, not really from 
others, the Righteous Judge of all the Earth 
would not paſs ſuch a different Judgment and 
Doom upon them. 

By all this you evidently ſee, that Grace is a 
real Change, and not a conceited one. 

3- Wegay that this real Change paſles upon 
the whole Man : he is changed in Sol, Body and 
Pratiice ,, all things are become new. (1.) This 
Change appears in his Soul : For by it, (1) His 
Underſtanding is ſtrangely altered, and receives 
things in another way than formerly. It did 


look at Chriſt and things Eternal, as uncerinia 
| | | b an 
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and light matters: The things that are ſeen 
and preſent, 4:d moſtly affect, and appeared 
great and exccilgut: It admired Riches and Ho- 
nours, wile Crit and Glory were over-look- 
ed and deſpiſed. But now, all theſe Temporals 
are eiteemed Dung, Drofs, Vanity, Phil. 3.8. 
Rom. 8.18. and- jeins Chriſt is now eſteemed 
the Wi/dom and the Power of God, 1 Cor. 1.23,24.. 


3 It did look on the Saints as deſpicable perſons, 
but now as the Excellent of the Earth, Pla. 16.3. 
| Strictneſs and Duty was once eſteemed a need- 
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leſs thing, bnt-now the only thing deſirable, 
Pfal. 119. 14. 0h, ſaith the renewed Soul, where 
were mine Eyes, that I could ſce no more Excellency 
12 Chriſt, his Ways, and people ! (2) Ir ſtops not 
there (as it doth in Hypocrites) but paſſes on 
further, and reduces the Wi!l ; that ſtrong Hold 


* istaken, and delivered up to Chriſt. It did re- 


7 bel againſt God, and could not be ſubject, bur 


f now it ſubmits, ACE. 9. 6. Lord, what wilt thou 


have me to do? Jn theday of Chriſts Power, he 


; preſents himſelf in all his drawing glory and 
| lovelineſs before the Will, and cryes to that 
| ſtubborn Faculty, Open ro me, open to me; with 


which Word there goes forth an opening and 
ſubduing Power , which the Will no ſooner 
feels, but it ſpontaneouſly moves towards him, 
and faith, Srand open ye everlaſting Gates, that 


| the King of Glory may come in. Henceforth it 


| votes for God, ſubſcribes and ſubmits to his 


Will, as irs only Rule and Law; and indeed, 1t 
becomes the principal Seat where Grace makes 
Irs Reſidence ; and where, for the moſt part, ir 
1s more viſible than in any other Faculty. For 
afrer a man hath ſearched for it in all other 
Faculties, and cannotdiſcern ir, yet here he or- 


E 3 dinarily 
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: Yea, ſo big 1s the Soul with them, that it's ſome- 
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dinarily finds it ; to will is preſent, Roy. 7. 18, 
(3) The Will bein thus gained to Chriſt, Love 
comes in of courſe; it feeling the power - 
Grace alſo, | change bp its Object : 
ſeizeth not & o greedily on Earthly Objects - 
before, but is  — covled and deadned to 
them, by the appearance of a 4- greater Glory 
in Jeſus Chriſt ; which hath fo captivated the | 
Soul, and ſtrongly attracted this Aﬀection, that | 
its now become very remils in all its aCtings t0- 
wards them ; and often (eſpecially at firſt) it is 
ſo weaned from all things on Earth: that the 
Temptation ſeems to lye on the other xtream, 
even in too great neglect of our lawful Em- 
ployments and Comforts. Now Jeſus Chriſt, 
Cant. 1. 3. his Ordinances. P/al. 119. 97. . and his 
Saints, 1 Joh. 3: 14. are the only Delights, and 
ſweeteſt Companions ; he could fi from Morn- | 
ing to Night, to hear Diſcourſes of Chriſt his # 
Beloved, and could live and die in the company 
of his people, whoſe company is now moſt de- 
lightful and ſweet, P/al. 1 19. 63. (4) The De- 
fires are altered, they pant. no more after the 
Duſt of the Earth, P/al. 4. 6. bat pant for God, 
as the Hart for the Brocks of water, Pfal. 42. 1- 
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times ready to faint, yea to break with the 0! 
longing it-hath afrer him, P/al.119.20. (5) The 
Thoughts are changed, Plal. 119. 113. 2nd the 
Thoughts of God are now moſt precious, P/al. || in 
139-47. muling, when alone, of him, and in Bd 
its Solitudes, the Soul entertains it ſeif with a [tr 
delightful Feaſt , which its Thoughts of God 
bring 1n to refreſh it, P/al. 63. 5, 6. (6) The Bat 
Deſigns and Projects of The Soul are changed ; 

allare now ſirallowed up in one grand Deſign, 
| even 


= 


\ 
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oven to approve himſelf to: God, and be ac- 
cepted of him, 2 Cor. 5.9. and if he fail not 
there, it will not much trouble him, if all his 0+ 
ther Deſigns ſhould be daſhed. 

It were eafie to inſtance in the reſt of the Af- 
feftions, and ſhew how Grace ipreads and diffy- 
' Bf ſes it ſelf into them all, as Light in the Air, or 
I Leaven in the Lump; but this may fuffice; to 
; i ſhew how it paſſes upon the whole Son], and:en- 
-Þ ters the ſeveral Faculties and AtieCtions there- 
 B of. Fe | | 2 
And the Soul being thus poſlelt for God, the 
Body, with all its Meftftrs, is conſequently re- 
ſigned up to him alſo : For the Wil hath the 
Empire of the Members of:the Body, as well as 
of the Paſſions and Aﬀections of_ the "Soul. 
| Theſe are not any more delivered up to execute 
| the Luſts of Satan, but are yielded up to God 
 & for his ends and uſes, Row. 6.19. And thus you 
have the third thing in the Deſcription made 
out alſo, that it is an univerſal, as'well as a real 
Change. But then, > oo OI 

4. Laſtly, You muſt know: that by this change 
| God prepares a man for choice and' excellent - 

ſervices; and this indeed is the main thing de-.,. 
ſigned in this Chapter, and is the reſult and uſue 
of all that hath hitherto been ſaid about this 
work of Grace. FR | 

Beloved, can you imagine that Gcd would 
imploy his infinice and glorious Power, to pro- 
duce this new Creature in ſich an excellent na- 
ture, it being the Maſter-piece of all his Works 
of Wonder wrought upon man, and not aim 
at ſome ſingular uſe and excellent end ? Every 
wiſe Agent deſigns ſome end; and what God 


alms at he hath rold us, 1/a. 43. 21. Epheſ. 2. 20. 
E. 4 Aixl 
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And accordingly he expects ſingular things from 
ſuch perſons, ar. 5.47. If God had not aim- 
ed at ſome new ſervice, he need not: have made 
a new Creature: the ald Creature was fit e- 
nough for the old uſe and ſervice it was imploy- 
cd in. : But God hath ſome choice ſervice to be | 


done , wherein he will be glorified. He will |. 


have his Name glorified, even in this world, by |} 
the active and ,paſhve obedience of his. people. | 
But this being far above all the power of Na- 
ture, God therefore brings them forth in a new 
and heavenly nature, endowed with rare ſuper- 
patural and divinequalities, by which it is fitted 
and excellently prepared for any ſervice of God | 
by doing or by ſuffering, which before he had na | 
fitneſs or ability for. | ! 

The very Make 2nd Conſtitution of this new ! 


Creature ſpeaks its uſe and end; As now, if a 
man look upon a Sword or Knife (ſuppoſing he / | 
had never ſeen either before) yet I ſay by view- || 


ing the ſhape and properties of it, he will ſay, | 
this was made to cur. Even fo here, this new | 


Creature'was formed for ſome glorious and fin- |} 1 


gular ſervice for God, to whicn it 1s exceeding- | 
ly advantaged, wiether God put you upon do- | 
ing or: ſuffering. If you ask wherein this ad- | 
vantage of the new Creature to honour Gcd| 
either way lies; I anſwer, It principally conſits ! 
in its heaucnly inclination, Or natural rendency to | 
God. This is its great advantage ; For by ver-| 
tue of this : | | 

1. If God calla man to any Duty, there is a 
Principle within cloſing with the Command with- 
out, and moving the Soul freely and ſpontanc- 
ouſly. to duty, P/al. 27. 8. If God ſay, Seck, my 
Face, ſucaan heart ecchoes to the call, Ty fact 

br EE ot, Lord 
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Lord will ſeek, And this 1s it which is call'd, 
The writing of Geds Law in the heart, Fer. 31.533. 
- | 2nd muſt needs; be a. mighty advantage; for 
now its work 1s. its delight and wages, P/al. 19. 

- | 11. The Command to ſuch a Soul is not grie- 
> || vous, 1 Fohn 5.3. And by this it's kept from 
| | tiring in duty, and being weary of its work ; as 
' | you ſee what pains Children can take at play, 
. 3 how they will run and ſweat, and endure knocks 
- Þ and falls, and take no notice of it ; put them 
7 | ypon any marual labour, and they cannot en- 
dure half fo much. When our work is our. de- 

1 Þ light, we never faint nor tire at it. This incli- 
1 Þ nation to God is to the Soul as wings toa Bird, 
2 || or ſails to. a Siip. This carries the Soul eaſily 
{ through every duty. O there isa vaſt difference 

7 | betwixt a man that works for wages; and one 
2 : whole work, 7s wages to him. And here you may 
2 ) at once ſee wherein the principal difference be- 
- | twixt the Hypocrite and the real Chriſtian lies 
2» | in the performance of duty; and alſo have a 
v | true account of the reaſon why one perſeveres 
- | in his work to. the end, when the other flags. 
- | Why, here is the trne' account of both ; the 


} 


- {| ones moved to duty from a natural inclination 
-|| toit, the other is forced: upon it by ſome ex- 
d f| ternal motives : For the Hypocrite takes not 
$ | delight in the ſpiritual and inward part of du- 
ol} ty, bur is ſecretly weary of it, al. 1. 13. on- 
- | Iy his ambition and ſelf-ends put him upon it 

as 2 task. But now the upright heart goes to 
a | Ged as his joy, P/al. 43. 4. and faith, [t is good 
1- | for me to draw nigh to God, Pſal. 73.ult. When 
>- | the Sabbath comes,(thar Golden Spor of the Week.) 
y | oh how he longs to /ce rhe beauty of the Tard in 
; his Ordinances! P/z/. 27. 4. and when ingaged 
; 8 
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in the Worſhip of God, he cannot ſatisfie him- 
ſelf in bodily ſervice, or to ſerve God 3» the o[d- 
neſs of the letter, He knoweth that this perſwa- 
fron cometh not of him that called him, Gal. 5. 5.8. 


He labours to ingage his heart to approach to 
God, Fer. 30.21. And hence thoſe mountings 


of heart, and violent ſallies of the deſires hea- | 
ven-ward. And thus you ſee one rare advan- }: 
tage to glorifie God actively, flowing from the |; 


inclination of this new Creafure. 


2. But then ſecondly ; Hence in like man ner | 
hath the Soul as great an advantage for ſuffer- | 


ings : For this new Creature having ſuch a natu- 


ral tendency to God, will enable the Soul in | 
which it is, to break its way to God through || 
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all the interpoſing obſtacles and diſcourage- |} 
ments. What are perſecutions , what are re- ': 


proaches, what are the fears and frowns of ene- 


way tokeep it from God and Duty ? And in- | / 


mies, but ſo many blocks thrown in the Souls 


deed where this Principle of Grace is wanting, | 


they prove inacceſlible Mountains. Graceleſs 
hearts are ſtalled and quite diſcouraged by | 
them ; but now thistendency of the Soul to Ged | 
enables the Chriſtian to break his way through | 
all. You may ſay of him in ſuch a caſe, as the | 


Hiſtorian doth of Harmmibal (who forced a way 


over the Alps with Fire and Vinegar) either he {1 
w1ll find a way, or make a way. Shall Sword or | 
Famine, or any other Creature ſeparate me from || 


Chriſt ? ſaith an upright Soul. No. no, it will 
through all to him, and that from this tendency 
of his new Nature. You ſee in Nature, every 


thing hath a tendency to its. center; Fire will 
up, do what you can to ſuppreſs it ; Water will }j 


to thy Sea, if it meet with Dams, yea Moun- 
tains 
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tains in its way; if it cannot bear them down, 
it will creepabout fome other way, and wind 
and turn to find a paſlage to the Sea. God is 
the center of all gracious Spirits, 4nd Grace 
will carry the Sou] through all to him. This is 
| Grace, and this is your advantage by it in the 
| moſt difficult part of your work. It will carty 
z you through all; make the hardeſt work eaſje 
7 and pleaſant , 2 Cor. 12. yo. And if great ſuf- 
| ferings or temptations interpoſe betwixt you 
| and your God, it will break through all, and en- 
| able you to withſtand all; as it did Paul in the 

Text, who forced his way not only through the 
| fury of Enemies, but alſo through the entrea- 
| ties and tears of Friends. | 
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4 CHAP. VII. 

4 [awbich the neceſſity of getting clear Evidences of 
* this work, of Grace in us, in order to our read:- 
4 neſs for ſufferings 18 bild forth; the nature of 
| that Evidence opened, and divers things that 
cloud and obſcure it removed out of the way. 
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; | Have done with habitaal readineſs, cor.filting 
in an inwrought work of Grace. The fol- 
{lowing particulars are the things in which our 
8 aftual readineſs lies. And of them that which 
1 comes next to be handled, is the getting of clear 
Evidences in our own-Souls that this work hath 
been wrought on us, this will exceedingly tend 
to your ſtrengthning and comfort in a ſuffering 
Jhour. Bleſſed Pal, who here profeſſeth him- 
{elf ready both for Bonds and Death, was clear 
in this point, 2 Tim. 4. 6,7. 2 Tim. 1. 12. And 
i, | # indeed 
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Preparation for Sufferings ; Or, 
indeed had he been cloudy and dark in this, he 
could not have ſaid, 1 am ready. No, no, he hadfſt] 
been in an ill caſe to undertake that Journey toſſb 
Feruſalem : And thou wilt find it a ſingular ad-fin 
vantage in dark and difficult days to have allſfo 
clear and right within. Now for the opening offi; 


this, I will ſhew: v, 
1. What the Evidence or Manifeſtation of}! 
the work of Grace is. ET 


2. How it appears to be of ſach great ad-|ſh« 
vantage to a ſuffering Saint. Ir, 
a» Preſcribe ſome” Rules for the obtainingſly 
of 1t. | 
1. What it is. And in ſhort its nothing elſefa 
but the Spzrits funing upon his own' work. in theÞþr 
hearts of Believers, thereby enabling them ſenſibly 
to ſee and feel it to their own ſatisfattion. Andi 
this is expreſt in Scripture under a pleaſant va- 
riety of Metaphors. Sometimes it is called the þl 
ſhedding abroad of the love of God in the heart, ps 
Rom. 5.5. ſometimes the /:fting up of the light Fay 
of Gods countenance , Pſzl. 4.6. and ſometimes} 
it's expreſt without a T rope; by Chriſts manifejt-hhe 


ing himſelf to the Soul, Foba 14. 21. + C21 
For the opening of it, I deſire you wouldſþh 
conſider theſe fix things. Gr 


i. That it is attainable by Believers in this 
life, and that in a very high degree and meaſure. þ 
Many of the Saints have had it in a full mea-| 
ſure, 1 Cor. 2. 12. 17Fohbn.3.24. fohn 21.15. 

2. Though it be attainable by Believers, yet 
itis a thing ſeparable from true Grace, and ma- 
ny precious Souls have gone mourning for the 
want of it. 1/2. 50. 10. This was ſometimes there; 
caſe of Heman, David, Fob, and multitudesþþeq 
none. [ill 

| 3. Du- 
® 7 
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3- During its continuance, it is the ſweeteſt 
thing in the world. It ſwallows up all Trou- 
bles, and doubles all other Comforts: It puts 
more gladneſs into the heart, than the increaſe 
of Corn and Wine, P/al. 4. 6. Suavis hora, ſed 
Wbrevis moya ; ſapit quidem ſuaviſſite, ſed guftatur 


e 
d 
0 
R 
l 
) 
b ariſſune, Bern. 
ff 4. Both in the continuation and removal of 
[It the Spirit afts arbitrarily. No man can ſay 
how long he ſhall walk in this pleaſant Light, 
IP/al. 30. 7. By thy favour thou haſk made my 
SRMountain ſtand ſtrong : thou hiddeſt thy face, and 
was treubled. And when in darkneſs, none can 
eftfay how long it will be ere that ſweet Light 
YÞÞreak forth again. God can ſcatter the Cloud 
yRunexpectedly in a moment, Cart. 3.4. 1t was but 
d'%s little that I paſſed fromthem, but I found him 
- whom my Soul loyerh. Thete is ſuch an obſerva- 
e Þle difference in David's Spirit in ſomgPſalms, 
\Þsif one man had written the beginning, and 
Euother the end of them. 
SI 5. Though God can quickly remove the dark- 
-[eſs and doubts of a Soul, yet ordinarily the 
Saints find it a very hard and difficult thing to 
dibbtain and preſerve the Evidences of their 
| [Graces. Such is the darkneſs, deadneſs, and de- 
STeitfulneſs of rhe heart; fo much unevenneſs. 
-- nd inconſtancy in their practice, ſo many coun- 
-Fterfeits of Grace, and ſo many wiles and de- 
vices of Satan to rob them of their peace, that 
thew (in compariton) live in a conſtant and quiet 
-Fruition of ir. 
ci 6. Notwithſtanding all theſe things which 1n- 
eFreaſe rhe difficulty, yer God hath afforded his 
SÞpeople a ſure Light, and ſufficient means, in the 


liligent uſe and improvement whereof they 
may 


I» 
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tay attain a certainty of the work of Grace in 
them, And there is a threefold Light by which 
it may moſt clearly and infallibly be diſcovered. 2 
1. Scripture Light, which is able to diſcoverſ * 
the ſecrets of a mans heart to him; and is 
therefore compared to the Aratormizers Knife, 
Heb. 4+ ; i | : pL, i 
2. The Innate Light of Grace it ſelf; or iff 
you will the Light of Experience, 1 Fohn 5. 10.| 
It hath ſome properties and operations which] fl 
are as eſſential, neceſfary, and inſeparable, as} © 
heat is to the fire, and may be as ſenſibly felt Tl 
and perceived by the Soul, P/al. 119. 20. rc 
3- The Light of the Spicit, ſuperadded toffj fl 
both the former, which is ſometimes. called its} B 
Earneſt, ſometimes its Sea/. The Spirit doth} 2 
both plant the habits, excite and draw forth the 3 
as, and alſo ſhine upon his own work that the'} T] 
Soul may ſee it; and that ſometimes with ſuch\] C 
a degree of Light, as only begets peace, and 
quiets the heart, though it do not fully conquerſ} 5: 
all the doubts of it. And at other times theſj © 
heart is irradiated with ſo clear a Beam off 5] 
Light, that it's able fo draw forth the Trium-B W 
phant Concluſion, and fay, Now 1 know the tl 
things that are freely given me of God : I be-Þ| 1u 
lieve, and am ſure. as 
And ſo much briefly for the opening of the fe 
nature of this Evidence. | O 
2. I ſhall ſhew you the neceffity of it to a ſnf-J 1 
fering Saint, in order to the right management 


of a ſuffering condition. al 
And this will appear by the conſideration off fr 
five things. Pe 


1. You will readily grapt that the Chriſtians Þ! 
love to God hath a mighty influence into all his 
= ſufferings 


The beſt Work. in the worſt Times. 
ſufferings for God. This Grace of love enables 
him victoriouſly to break through all difficulties 
and diſcouragements. The Floods cannot drown 
| zt, nor the Waters quench it, Cant. 8. 6, 9. It fa- 
| cilitates the greateſt hardſhips, 1 Foh»5. 3. And 
whatever a man ſuffer, if it be not from this 
| Principle, it 15 neither acceptable ro God, nor 
*K available to himſelf, 1 Cor. 13. 3. 
| But now nothing more-inflames and quickens 
'} the Chriſtians love to God, than the knowledge 
| of his intereſt in him, and the ſenſible percep- 
| tion ard taſte of his love to the Soul. Our love 
ro God is but a reflection of his own love ; and 
| the more powerful the ſtroak of the direct 
| Beam is, the more is that of the reflex Beam 
|| alſo. Never doth that Flame of Fah burn with 
[| a more vehement heat, than when the Soul hath 
13 the moſt clear manifeſtations of its intereſt in 
\/ Chriſt and his benefits, Luke 7. 47. 


It muſt needs be of ſingular uſe to a ſuffering » Dems. 


-| Saint , becauſe it takes out the ſinking weight 
| of affliftion. That which ſinks and breaks the 
ff Spirit, is the conjunftion and meeting of in- 
ward and outward troubles together ; then if 

| the Lord do not ſtrangely and extraordinarily 
.þ ſupport the Soul, it*s wrackt and overwhelmed 
as the Ship in which Pax! failed was, when it 

-| fell into a place where two Seas met, A#.27.41. 
Oh how tempeſtuous a Sea doth that Soul fail 

'þ in, that hath fightings wirhour, and fears within ! 
if How muſt that poor Chriſtians heart tremble 
and meditate terrour, that when he retires from 
troubles without, for ſome comfort and ſup- 
port within, ſhall find a ſad adatrioz to his trou- 
bles from whence he expected relief againſt 
them ! Hence it was that Feremy fo earneftly 
deprecates 


3 Dem. 
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deprecates ſuch a miſery, Be not thou a terrou? to 
me, thou art my hope in the day of evil, Jer.17.19, 
This is prevented by this means: If a man ] 
have aclear breaſt, and all be quiet within, he * 
is like one that hath a good Roof over his head | 
when the Storm falls. We glory in tribulation, ve-þ 
cauſe the love of God is ſhed abrvad in our hearts, | T 
Rom. 5.3, 5- iv 

It is a Fountain of joy and comfort in the |} 
darkeſt and ſaddeſt hour. Hence the glorious Þ | 
triumphs of Saints in their afflictions, Rom. 5. 5. © 
and in the Chriſtians joy in the Lord, lies much Þ©” 
of his ſtrength for ſufferings , ch. 8. 10. If 7 
once the Spirit droop and ſtink, the man 1s in a * 
bad caſe to ſuffer holy joy, it is the Oyl that Þ/** 
makes the Chariot-wheels of the Soul free to Þ**' 
follow the Lord ; Non tardat unita rota. Toſ|® 
ſuffer with joyfulneſs for Chriſt is a qualifica- |; _ 
tion that Gods Eye is much upon in his ſuffering \/* 
Servants, Col. 1. 11. How did the famous Wor- | c 
thies that went before ns mazniſie Chriſt, and |” 
glorihe Religion by the holy triumphs of their |: © 
faith and joy under tribulation ! One kiſs*d the | A 
Apparator that brought him news of his Con- wn 
demnation, and was like a man tranſported with Þ** 
anexceſs of joy. Another upon the pronoun- We 
cing of the Sentence, kneels down , and with Þ- © 
hands and eyes lifted up, folemnty bleſles Gud oe | 
for ſuch a day as that. Oh how is Chriſt magni- " 
fied by this! And this cannot be until intereſt RY 
be cleared. It's true , the Faith of recumbency vi 
gives the Soul a ſecret ſupport, and enaþles the {: '* 
Chriſtian to live; but the faith of Evidence i f ( 
keeps him /:zvely, and preyents. all thoſe uncom- 
fortable and uncomely ſinkings and deſponden- þ 
cies of \ſpirit, 2 Cor. 4. 16, 17. and therefore 7 © 

| cannot 


cannot but be of ſingular uſe to a Soul at ſuch 8 


time. 


Laſtly, I 
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{on againſt unworthy compliances , than this. 
Indeed a poor cloudy and dubious Chriſtian will 


Y be apt to catch at deliverance, though upon 


terms diſhonourable to Chriſt : but he that is 
| clear in Point of intereſt, abhors compoſitions 
land capirulations upon unworthy terms and 
conditions, Jeb. 11.35. Heb. 10. 34. He that 
ſees the gain and reward of {uffering, will think 
he is offered to his loſs, when life and delive- 
Irance are let before him upon ſuch hard terms 


as fin 1s. 


: 


And thus you ſee what influence it hath into 


ja ſuffering condition. 


4 3. In the next place I promiſed to preſcribe 
ſome Rules for the attaining of this Evidence, 
and the diſpelling of thoſe doubts by which -it 
is uſually clyuded in the Souls of Believers. 


And oh that by the faithful uſe of them you may 


attain it againſt a ſuffering day come upon you. 
And the firſt Rule I ſhall give you is this, 


Makeit your buſineſs to improve Grace more ; 


or the more vzgorous 1t Is, the more evidential it 


pnuſt needs be, 2 Pez. 1.5, 6, 7, 8,9, 10, 11. OR 


ww much time. have many Chriſtians ſpent in 
enquiring after the loweſt ſigns of ſincerity, and 
vhat may confiſt with Grace ;, which had they 
pent in the diligent improvement of the means 
df Grace for the increaſing of it, they would 
ave found it a ſhorter cut to peace and comfort 


dy much, 


F 


Miſtake 


65 


t is of ſpecial uſe to a Chriſtian un- , Dezz; 
der ſuftet ings, inaſmuch as it enables him to re- 
pel the temptations that attend upon ſuffering, 

Nothing ſets a keener edge upon his ;ndiena. 


1 Rule, 


3 Rule, 


| Preparation for Sufferings,- Or, ' 
Miſtake-not the Rule, by which you are to try 
your ſelves, leſt you give a falſe judgment upon 
your ſelves. Some are apt to make thoſe things 
ſigns cf Grace, which are not; and when theff | 
falſeneſs of them is detefted, how 1s that poorff , 
Soul plunged into doubts and fears, that leanedF} 
upon them? As now, If a man ſhould conciudeÞ 
his ſincerity from his diligence in attending onffj & 
the Word preached; this is but a Paralogiſm (as 
the Apoſtle calls it ) Fam. 1.22. by which aff, 
man deceiveth his own Soul : For that which 1sÞ F, 
a note or mark, muſt be proper to the thing no-Þ t 
tified, and not common to any thing elſe. There} jr 
are divers ſorts of marks ; ſome are excluſive, +- 
the principal uſe of which is to convince boldNl 1; 
Pretenders, and diſcover Hypocrites : Such isÞ} xþ 
that, 1 Cor. 9.9. It isa moſt certain ſign where} þ, 
thele are, there 1s no Grace; but yet it will not} þ, 
follow on the contrary, that where theſe are J ; 
not, there 1s Grace, See Luke 18.11. Others alt th 
zneluſrue, the uſe of which is not ſo much forf} > 
trying of the truth, as the ſtrength ard degrees * 
of Grace. As now when Faith is deſcribed byſ ca 
the radiancy of it , or by ſome of its heroicky m; 
acts, and promiſes made to ſome raiſ{ed--de-ſ| yg; 
grees and operations of it ;, as that, Epheſ.3.12Þ ma 
&c. Herc a miſtake is cafily made. Beſides theſe anc 
or rather betwixt theſe, are another fort off C9 
marks, which are called poſitive marks; ar Ly 
theſe agreeing to the loweſt degree of Grace *: 
are for the tryal of the truth and ſincerity of itcay 
Such are theſe, 1 Fomn 4. 13. 1 Fohn 2.3. Matthyiſ} 


--.$. 3. Be ſure to try by a proper mark. tho 


Take heed of ſuch fins as violate and waſlFfhle 
the Conſcience; for theſe will quickly raiſe YJan 


Mit, and involve the Soul in Clouds and ay het; 
nels] 
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neſs, P/al. 51.8.&c. Such are fins againſt Light, 
and the reclamations of Conſcience. | 

Labour to ſhun thoſe commgn miſtakes that 
Chriſtians miake in judging of their ſtate; a- 
| mongſt which I ſhall ſelect theſe five as princi- 
| pal ones. | | 
| 71. Call not your condition into queſtion up- 
Rf on every failing , and involuntary lapſe into 
7 ſin. Iniquities prevail againſt me : as for our tranſ- 
I} grefſions, thou ſhalt purge them away, Pſal. 65. 3. 
Þ In ſhort, thou needeſt not call thy condition in- 

to-queſtion, provided thou find thy Spirit work- 
| ing as PauPs did under the ſurprizals of temp- 
| tation - viz. If (x) thou do approve of, andde- 
'F light in the Law, though thou fall ſhort of it in 
PF thy pratice, Rom. 9.12, 14. (2) If thy failings 
F be involuntary, and againſt the reſolution and 
i bent of thy Soul, verſ. 25,18, 19. (3) If it be 
© 7 the load and burden of thy Soul, verſ. 24. (4)If 
| the thoughts of deliverance comfort thee, ver/. 
IE 2 CE. 
54 2: Queſtion not the truth of thy Grace, be- 
cauſe it was not wrought in the ſame way and 
manner in thee; as in others : For there is great 
[| variety ,, as to the circumſtances of t5me and 
| manner, betwixt the Spirits operations upon one 
$and another. Compare the Hiſtory of Pax/'s 
xy Converſion with that of the Zaylor, Zachens, or 
0 Zyara, and ſee the variety of circumſtances. 

3. Conelnde not that you have no Grace, be- 

cauſe you feelinot thoſe tranſportations and ra- 

"I viſhing joys that other Chriſtians ſpeak of. If 
thou canſt not ſay as Paul! doth, Row. 8. 38. yet 
bleſs God, if thou cenſt but breath forth ſuch 
language as that, Adarkg. 24. Lerd, I believe, 
help thou my unbelief. 
* wt 
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- 4. Say not thou haſt no Grace, becauſe of the 
high attainments of ſome Hypocrites, . wao /in- 
tome things may excel thee;; When ſome per- 
'ſops,read the ſixth Chapter to the Hebrews, they: 
are;ſtartled to ſee to what a clorious heie! 16 the; 
Hypocrite may ſoar ; not conſidering chat there: Þ 
are;thele three things wherein they -excel the | 
molt glorious Hypocrite in;the world. (1) That: 
Self was never dethroned. in;Hypocrites, as .it-| 
is.in them: All that an Hypocrite doth 1s. for Þþ 
himſelf. (2) Fhe Hypocrite never hated every | 
ſin, as he doth; but hath ftil1' ſome Agag, Rim- 
znong Or Delitane (3) \Ihatithe Hypocrite never 
atted in duty from the bent, and inclination. of a: 
new nature, taking dejight in; heavenly imploy- 
ment, but” is moved rather as. a Clock by.; the 
weiphts and poiſes. of ſome. extcrnal motives | 
and advantages. - | | 
5. Conclude not you 7 Wo no Grace, Ss | 
cauſe you-grow- not lo {cnfibly as. jeme other 
ge aac do. You may be divers ways miſta- 
kei about this: (1) You'may meaſure: your 
growth by your deſires, and. then it appears 
nothing ; - for the Cariſtian aims high , -and 
graſps at all., (2) Or by comparing your ſelves 
with ſuch as .have larger capacities, time and 
advantages than you, (3). Or by comparing 
your Graces with other mens Gifts, which you 
miſtake for their Graces. (4) Or by thinking 
that all growth is upward in joy, peace, and 
comfort; whereas you may grow -in mortifica- 
tion and Oey, wWhich.13 as true a growth as 
the former... Oh! take heed of theſe miſtakes ; 
Rey have been very prejudicial to the peace of 2 


1any Chriſtians, oe 


Laſtly,Þ** 


© mom A ac ww DU INNS! az 


 Rof Faith to fome conſiderable deg oree cf ftrengrh. 


_ nan; Though mary Graces have Gone excellently, 


I cleared in a ſuffering hour. Ard thus I have 


'DiyS Grace it 1S that overs omes all dificulties, : 


Y) 
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"Laſtly, Decline not ſufferings when God gives 5 Rule. 
you a fa call to them. Oh! "the Chriſtians ſaf-: 
ferm;; time is commonly his cleareſt and-moſt 
coiiiortable iime. Then the Spirit of God and glo-! 
ry reiterh on them,, 1 Pet. 4.14. That which hath 
heen in ſuſpence for tome years, 1s decided and 


a 


ſhewed you how LO att ab this mr roof ry quilificati- 
or 8 alſo. | 
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Diſcovering the neceſſity of an zmprovec A faith for the 
right manageme-t of ſufferings, and direitirg to. 
ſome ſpecs. a means for the 1mprovement thereef. 


HE next thing conducing to onr actual rea- 
direſs for Suffe: rings, 1s the improvement ' 


This is the Grace that muſt dv the main ſervice 
im fuchan hour, and hath the principal hand in 
ſupp-riing the Chriſtian under every burden. ” 
This 1s the Grace that crowns our heads with Vj- | 
Ctory in the day of battel, Epheſ.6.15. Avove all 
raking the Shield of Faith. Its true every Grace 
Is of nte, and contributes azſtance: ſuffering ' 
Saints have heen beno!lding to them all. But of 
this we may ſay, as S-loon of the Vertuous Wo- 


Vct this excels them off; In this Grace ready Paul 
vas eminent. It was the life he daily Jived,Gal. 
2.20. Oh it is a precious grace, 2 Per. 1.1. fo pre- 
;0u3 that Chriſt, who ſeidom admired at any ' 
hing, yet wondredat this, Mat.8.10. A victori- 


{+ »5 
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Mark. 


Preparation for Sufferings, or, 
Mark 9.23. By this Sword it was that all thoſe 
famous Heroes, Heb.11. atchieved all thoſe glori- 
ous Conqueſts : and in every diſtreſs it may ſay 
to the Soul, as Chrilt to the Diſciples, Fohn.15. 


5- Without me ye can ao nothing. T his is that Sword | 
that hath obtained ſo many Victories over the | 
World, 1 Fehn 5.4. and that truſty Shield that | 
hath quenched ſo many deadly Darts of tempta- | 
tion, as have been levelled at the very heart of | 
the Chriſtian in the day of batte}. By it a Chri- þ 


ſtian lives, when all outward ſenſible comforts 
die, Hab. 2.4. Its the ground upon which the 
Chriſtian fixes his foot, and never fails under 
him, 2Cor.1.24. The neceſlity of it will more 
clearly appear, by conſidering how many ways 
it relieves the ſoul jn trouble, and disburthens 
the heart of all its ſinking loads and preſſures : 
there are two things that ſink a mans Spirit when 


under ſufferings; viz. Thegreatneſs of the trou- | 


bles, and the weakneſs of the ſou] to bear them ; 
againſt both which Faith relieves the ſoul;v:z.by 
making a weak ſoul ftreng, and heavy troubles 
light. 

Firſt, It makes a weak Soul ſtrong and able tg 
bear; and this it doth divers ways. 


1.By purging out of the Soul thoſe enfeebling |; 


& weakning Diſtempers;not only gail: in general, 
which is to the Soul, as a wound upon the bearing 
Shoulder, Rom.5-1. The removal whereof ena- 
bles the Soul to bear any other burden, 7/a. 33: 
24. But italſo removes Fear, that Tyrant Pal- 
f1on, that cuts the Nerves of the Sou]. For, as 
Faith comes in, ſo Fear goes out : Look in what 
degree the Fear of God is aſcendant in the Soul, 
proportionably the ſinful fear of the Creature 
declines and vaniſheth, E/a.8.12,13, This fear 

, EXtin- 
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extinguiſhes that, as the Sun-ſhine puts out fire : 
The Righteous is bold as a Lyon, Prov. 28. 1. The 
word PDIN ſignifies a young Lyon 1n his hor 
blood, that knows no ſuch thing as fear: And 
| look how much of the Soul is empty of Faith, 

| ſo much its fl:d with fear : Why are ye fearful, 

| O ye of little Faith ? Mat. 3.26. Certainly, it's 

{ a rare advantage, to be freed from the common 
| 4fraftron, in times of common deſtruition : and 

| this advantage the Soul hath by Faith. 

| 2. It ſtrengthens the Soul to bear afflictions 
and hardſhips, not only by purging out its 
weakning Diſtempers, but by turning ir ſelf to 
Chriſt, in whom all its ſtrength lies, and that 
ſuitably to the ſeveral Exigencies of the Soul, in 

| all its Diſtreſſes. Doth Darkneſs, like the ſha- 
HR dow of Death, overſpread the Earth, and all 
® the Lights of Earthly Comforts diſappear, then 
{ Faith ſupports the Heart, by /cokzng to the Lard, 

|| 2c. 9.9. and this look of Faith exceedingly 
revives the Heart, P/al. 34.5. and enlightens 

; [| the Soul. Doth God pluck away all Earthly 
Props from under your feet, and leave you no- 

> thing viſible to reſt upon, in that Exigence 
Faith puts forth a ſuitable aCt, viz. Reſting or , 
ſtaying upon God , Efa. 26. 3. and by this the 
Soil comes to be quieted and eſtabliſhed, P/al. 
: 125.1. Do Temptations ſtrive to put off the 
. FSoul from Chriſt, and diſcourage it from lean- 
, ing upon the Promiſe ? then it puts forth ar af 
of Reſolution, Job 13. 15. and fo breaks its way 
5 ſithrough that diſcouragement. Or hath the Soul 
r flbcen long ſeeking God for deliverance out af 
, ſitrouble, and ſtill there is ſilence in Heaven, no 
inſwer comes z but inſtead of an Anſwer, 
omes a Temptation, to throw up the Duty, 
F 4 and 
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and ſeek to deliver it ſelf? Then Faith puts 
forth another act upon Chriſt, ſuitable to this 
diſtreſs, viz. An att of waiting, Iſa.49.23. which 
waiting is oppoled to that ſinful haſie which the 
Soul 1s tempted to, 1/2. 28. 16. Or doth God at 
any time cell] the Soul forth to ſome difficult fer- 
vice, againſt which rhe Fleſh and Carnal Reafou 
diſpute and plead ? Now Faith heips the Soul, 
by putting forth an att of obedience; and that 
whilſt Carnal Reaſon ſlands by dillatisfed, Gal. 
1.16. And hence it is, that Obedience carries 
the name of Faith upon it, to thew its deſcent, 
Rom. 16. 26. Faith encovrages the Soul to e- 
bey, not only by urging Gods Command, but by 


giving it Gods Warrait for its Indempnity, Þ 


Heb. 11.24, 25, 26. Or doth a pcor Believer 


find himſelf over-matct'd by Troubies and| 
Temptations, and his own inherent ſtrength be-! 
gin to fail under the burden? then Faith leads \ 


him to an Omnipotent God, and {5 ſecures him 
from fainting under his trouble, P/al. 61. 2. in 
the Lord is everlaſting ſtrength. E! Shaddas, 1s 
a name of encouragement to a feeble Soul, 1/a. 
4.0. 29, 30, 31. And thus you ſee the firſt par- 
ticular made gocd, viz. What a ftrengthning ins 
fluence 1t hath into a weak Soul. 

Secondly, In the next place, let us ſee how it 
Lightens the Chriltians Burden, as well as ſtreng- 
thcns.his back to bear. | 

And certainly , this Grace of Faith doth 
ſtrangely alter the very Nature of Sufferings, 
taking away buth' the heavineſs and horrour of 
them; and this it doth divers ways. 0 

1. By committing the buſineſs to Chriſt, and 
leaving the matter with him; and ſo quitting 
the Soul of all thoſe anxicties and: pertvrbati- 

By | Ong 
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v1is, which are the very burden and weight of 
affliction, P/al. 37.5. For certainly, that which 
ſinks us.in days of trouble, is rather from with- 
in, from our unruly, ſeditious and clamorous 
thoughts , than from the troubles - themſelves 
with which we conflict : But by committing the 
matter to God, the Soul 1s quickly brought to 
rcft. 

2. By diſcovering much preſent good in our 
troubles; the more good Faith diſcovers in a 
trouble, the more fupportable and eaſie it makes 
it to the Soul. Now Faith brings 10 a.comfort- 
able Report, that they are not ozly evils, as the 
troubles of the wicked are, Ez:k. 7. 5. bus have 


 anallay and mixture of much good, Heb.12.10. 


Tja. 27:9. 

3. By fore-ſeeing the end and final removal 
of them ,, and that near at hand, 2 Cor. 4. 17. 
That which daunts and amazes men in times of 
trouble, is. that they can ſee no end of them. 
Hence the heart faints, and bands hang down 
through diſcouragement : But now Faith brings 
the joyful tidings of the end of troubles, and 


ſaith to the Soul, Why zrt thou calt down, 0 my 


Soul ? ana why ſo diſquieted and diſcouraged with- 
in me? as if thy ſufferings were like the ſufferings 
of the Damned, endleſs and everlaſting , whereas 
they are but for a momer.t. Tet @ li'tle, a very lit- 
tle while, and he toat ſhall come, will come, and will. 
not tarry, Heb. 10.37. Yet a little while, and 
then the days of thy mourning ſha]l be over. 

4. By comparing our ſufferings with the ſaf- 
ferings of others, which exceedingly djiminiſh- 
eth and ſhrinks them up : Sometimes the Be- 
liever compares his ſufferings with Crrifts, and: 
then he is aſhamed that ever he ſhanid complai . 

all 
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and droop under them. Oh! faith he, What is 
this to that which the Lord Jeſus ſuffered for 
me ? he ſuffered in all his embers, Head, Hands, 
Side, Feet, from all hands, Friends and-Enemies, 


in all his Offices: Yea, in his Soul, as well as in | 


his Body : And indeed the ſufferings of his 
Soul, were the very Soul of his ſufferings : 
ſometimes he compares them with the ſufferings 
of others, -of the Saints in former Ages : When 
he reads in Faith the Hiſtory of their Perſecu- 
tions, he is ſhanied out of his Complaints, and 
faith, Am I better than my Fathers ? Sometimes 
he compares them with the ſufferings of the 
Damned : Oh what is this to the everlaſiing bury- 
 #ngs! What is a Priſon t9 Hell? How light and 

eaſie 1s it to ſuffer for Chriſt ,, in compariſos of 


thoſe ſufferings which are from Chriſt? And thus | 
the Soul is quieted, and the terrour of ſuffer- 


ings abated. | 

5. Faith entitles Chriſt to-the Believers ſuf- 
ferings, and puts them upon his ſcore; and fo 
it exceedingly transforms and alters them : Ah! 
it's no ſmall relief, when a man can-hold up the 
Bible; as that Martyr did at the ſtake, and ſay, 
This is that which hath brought me hither : Oc, as 


the Pſalmiſt, For thy ſake we are killed all the day | 


long : Or, as the Apoſtle, Col. 1. 24. I fill up 
that which is behind of the ſufferings of Chriſt its 


em. 

6. Laſtly, Faith ingages the preſence of God, 
to beand abide with the Soul in all its ſolitudes 
and ſufferings : It lays hold upon the Promiſes 
made to that purpoſe, Pſal. 23. 2. 1/a. 4.3. 2. 
Heb. 13. 5. Fohn 14. 18. and whileſt a poor 
Soul enjoys this, the very ſenſe of troubles is 
ſwallowed up. | 

And 
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And thusI have given ſome brief hints, how 
Faith relieves and ſtrengthens the Soul in a ſuf- 
fering hour : The next thing is to direct you, 
how to improve this excellent Grace, that it 
| may do you ſuch ſervice as this in a time of 
need : And, in order thereunto, I ſhall give you 
| theſe ſeven Directions. 
$ 3. Attend diligently upon the Miniſtration 
7 of the Goſpel, which is not only the procreant, 
but alſo the conſerving cauſe of Faith, r Pet.2.2. 
the Dofrine of Faith, is the Food and Nutri- 
ment of the Grace of Faith : There are its 
Rules, its Encouragements, its Cordials.Thence 
Faith takes and treaſures up its Adichtams, to 
which it hath recourſe in times of need : Every 
Attribute, Command, or Promiſ-. that ſhines forth 
1 there, is a Diſh for Faith to feed on, but all to- 
3 gether are a Royal Feaſt ; P/ae. 63.5. Some ſay 
\ che Land of Fadea is called the . Land of the 
Living, in Pſal. 27. 13. in reſpect of the Ordi- 
nances of God which that people enjoyed: Cer- 
tain it is, they are the great Inſtruments of 
quickning Souls at firſt, and preſerving that life 
it ſo begat in them : But then, be ſure they 
have Chriſts ſtamp upon them, and that they be 
| miniſtred by his own Officers, and in his own 
way : And fo you may reaſonably expe&t more 
fruits and influences from them, than from all 
private gifts and helps in the World : For the 
Lord loveth the Gates of Zion, more than all the 
dwellings of Jacob, Pſal. $4. 2. and all private 
helps may ſay, in compariſon of Chrifts pub- 
lick Ordinances, as Grdeor ſaid to the men of 
Eporaim, Judg. 8. 2. What have we done in compa- 
r8ſon of you ? 

2. Improve well your Sacrament ſeaſons, thoſe 
ates > | :  Harveſt- 
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Harveſt-days of Faith : This Ordinance hath a 
direct and peculiar tendency to the improvement! 
and ſtrengthening of Faith: It js a Pledge, ſu-: 
peradded to the Promile for Faiths fake : "Hee! 
venly and Sublime Myſteries do therein ſtoop: 


down to your Senſes, that you may have 'the 


clearer apprehenſions of them; and the clearer; 


the apprehenſions are, the ſtronger the aſſent of 


Faith muſt needs be : By this Seal alſo the Pro- | 


miſe comes to be more ratified to us; and the 
firmer the Promiſe appears to the Soul, the 
more bold and adventurous Faith is in caſting it 
ſelf upon it: Oh! how many poor doubting 
trembling Souls have in ſuch a Seaſon, gathered 
the full ripe Fruits of Aſſurance, from the Top- 
boughs of that Ordinance / 


3. Frequent actings of Faith, are rare and | 
ſpecial means of unproving it: T's him that hath \; 


(1.e.) that improves and uſes what he hath, 
ſhall be given, Mat. 25.29. This was the way 
by which Pax! thrived in Faith, and every 0- 
ther Grace ſo cxceedingly, that he out-grew 
them that were in Chriſt before him. 1 Cor. 15. 
10. Is true, that its beginning in the Soul, is 
not after the manner of other Habits : either 
Moral or Natural: This is not of Natural ac- 
quifition, but by Devine Infuſion; but yet its im- 
provement 1s in the ſame manner. Oh then ! 
if ever you would have a flouriſhing Faith, rouze 
1t up out of the dull Habit, and live in the daily 
exerciſe of It. 
4. Goto Jeſus Chriſt, who is the Author and 
Finiſher of Faith, and cry to him, as Mark 9. 24- 
Lord increaſe my Faith : Yea, beg the aſliſtance 
of others Prayers in this behalf, as the Apoſtle 
did, 1 TOO" 3- 10. 2 Thef. 1. 11, Faith ani- 
mates 
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mates Prayer, and Prayer increaſes Faith. 

5. Improve times of affliction for the increaſe 
of Faith : For certainly, ſanctified afflictions do. 
Wo exerciſe and increaſe this Grace, 1 Pe#. 

In times. of Proſperity, we ſee not what, 
ſock of Faith we have: We live ſo much upon 
| things, ſeen, that we cannot many times tell. 
| whether we have Faith or no: But when 'difti-7 

$ cult days come, then we muſt get out our whole: 

I fubſiſtahce and livelihood by Faith, Hab. 2.4. 
Yea, then we;have many Proofs and Experi-- 
ments of Gods fidelity in the: Promiſes, which, 
15.4 choice help to Faith, 2 Cor. 1. 10. 

6. .Keep Catalogyes of all your remarkabla 
Experiences ; treaſure them up as food for your. 
Faithintime to come: Oh! it is a ſingular en-: 
couragement and heartning to Faith, when it 
4 can turnover the Records of Gods dealing with 
J you in years paſt, and fay as 7oſhua, Not one 
thing bath failed, Joſ. 23. 14. When it can ſay, 
{o of Promiſes, that have already had their ac-; 
compliſhments , then they will be apt to ſayi 
concerning thole yet to be accompliſhed, as Ei 
lizabeth faid to Mary, Luke 1.45. Blefſed is the 
Soul that believeth, for there ſhall be a performance 
of thoſe things which are told it by the Lord. 

Theſe Experiments are the Food of Faith::' 
Plal. 74. 14. Thou brakeſt the Heads of Leviathan 
1m pieces, and gaveſt him to be meat to thy people in- 
habiting the Wilderneſs, (3.e.) That famous Expe- 
rience of the Power and Love of God in their 
Red-Sea Deliverance, where he deſtroyed that 
Sea-Monfter Pharaoh, and his Hoaſt, was Meat 
to the Faith of Gods Iſrael in the Wilderneſs 
afterwards. We often find Chriſt charging the 
peoples unbeljet on a bad memorv, Hat. 16. bg. 
IF An 
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_ And hence it was, that the Lord commanded rhe 


Iſraelites to keep Journals of every days Occur- 
rences, Numb. 13. 1,2. It's a thoufand pities 
fuch choice helps ſhould be loſt. Oh! if you 


could but remember, how the Lord hath ap- | 


for you in former Exigencies, and how 


often heath ſhamed you for your unbelief, it 
would exceedingly animate your Faith, both in || 


preſent and future diſtreſſes, Ac. 6: 5. 


7. Laſtly, Beware of Senſe, which is the ſup- | 


planter of Faith. O if you live upon things 


earthly, you putFaithoutof its Office 7 things 


earthly have an enmity to Faith. This 5s the vs- 
Brory by which we overcome the world , even our 
Faith , 1 Fohn 5. 4. Overcoming notes a con- 
fit, and conflicts infer oppoſitions. Oh you 
that live ſo much by ſight and ſenſe on things 


viſible, what will you do when in David's or 
Paul*s caſe, P/al. 142. 4. 2 Tim. 4. 16. whenall ! 


outward encouragements and ſtays ſhall utterly 
fail. What had Abraham done, if he had not. 
been able to believe againſt hope, (5. e.) ſuch an 
tope as is founded in ſenſe and reaſon. : 
Reader, I adviſe and charge thee in the Name 
of the Lord, and as thou hopeſt to live when vi- 
ſible comforts die, that thou be diligent in the 
improvement and preparation of this cxcellent 


Grace of Faith : if it fail, thou faileft with it ; | 


and as thy Faith is, ſo art thon. Conſult all the 
Cloud of Witneſſes, and ſee if rhou canſt find 
a-man among them, that did not atchieve the 
Victory by his Faith. Had they not all been run 
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down by the furious aſſaults of temptation, and - 


inſtead of a Cloud of Witneſſes, been ſo many 
Pillars of Salt, and Monuments of reproach and 
ſhame to Religion, if their Faith had failed in 
its tt yal, CHAP, 
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CHAP. IX. 
| Wherein the neceſſity and uſefulneſs of Chriſtiav 


fortitude, in order to ſufſerimgs, is evinced;, with 
4 brief account of its nature, and the means of 
attaining it. 5 "= 
. | 
| He next Grace which concurs to the com- 
FT pleating of opr aCtual readineſs for ſuf- 
ferings, is Chriſtian Fortitude, or holy courage ; 
which muſt ſay in thy heart in a time of danger, 
as Elijahonce did, As the Lord lives, I will ſhew 
my ſelf. This alſo is a choice part of your pre- 
paration work. In this Grace our Apoſtle was 
'Þ Eminent : When he was told, Bonds and Af- 
4 flictions waited for him; he could fay, That none 
of thoſe things moved him, Afts 20. 24. yea, when 
he was to appear before the Lyon Nero, and not 
a man would own or ſtand by him, yet he ſtands 
his ground, reſolving rather to die on the place, 
then diſhonourably to recede from his Princi- 
| ples and Profeſſion, 2 Tim. 4. 16, 17. He ſet 
| the World, with all its threats and terrours, 
| lower than it ſet him. Oh how conſpicuous was 
this Grace in all thoſe Heroes that have paſt on 
before us And if ever you hope to ſtand in the 
evil day, and be fetched off the Field with ho- 
nour, you muſt rouze up and awaken your cou- 
rage for God: And the necellity thereof will 
appear upon theſe four conſiderations. © 
1. Becauſe the ſucceſs and prevalence of Sa- 
tans temptations in the hour of perſecution de- 
pends upon the fainting and overthrow of this 
Grace, Wherefore doth he raiſe perſecutions 
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in the world, but becauſe ſuch terrible things 
fire fitted to work upon the paſſion of carnal 


fear, which riſes with thoſe dangers, and makes | 


the Sou! as a tumultucus Sea, T his 1s it he aims 
at, Neh; 6:13. This.is a multiplying paſſion, 
that repreſents dangers more and greater than 
they are, and fo drives the Soul into the very 
Net and Snare laid by the Devil to take it. 
Prov. 29. 25. The fear of man brings a ſnare ; 
which was ſadly exemplified in Abraham, Ger, 
72. 12. and divers others-of the Saints. If he 


can but iubdue this Grace, he will quickly bring 


you to capitulate for life and liberty upon the 
baſeſt and moſt diſhonourable terms ; therefore 
the preparation of this Grace 1s ſo exceedingly 


neceſlary, 
- 2. Becauſe this is the Grace that honours Je- 


ſas. Chriſt abundantly, when you are brought 
upon the Stage for him. | 


There 1s a great Solemnity at the ſuffering, } 
. andetryal of a Saint : Heaven, Earth, and Hell 


are Spectators, obierving the iiſue, and how the 
Saints will acquit themſelves in that hour. We 
are mini? a [peetacie. ſaith the Apoſtle. The 
word 15 OUT E97 £3<yn3n yep » WE Are {et as upon 
a Theatre in publick view, 1 Cor. 4.9. God, 
Angels, and Saints, wait to ſee the glorious tri- 
umphs of their Faith and Courage, reflecting 
honour vpon the Name and Cauſe. cf Chriſt. 
Devils and wicked men gape for an advantage 
by their cowardife. Certainly very much lies 
Low upon the Chriſtians hands. Should he faint 
agd give ground, how will it furniſh the tri- 
umphs of Hell, and make Chriſts Enemies 
Y2uat over him, as if his love ran fo low in the 
hearts oi his people, that they durſt not adven- 

| urs 


Edurſt not truſt their own principles when it 

comes to the trial! But if row they play the 
men, and diſcover an holy gallantry of Spirit 
and reſolution for Chriſt, how will it daunt the 
enemies, and make them ſay as Marcu; Biſhop of 
Aretheuſa made one'of Fulian's Nobles,prefent at 
his torments, to ſay concerning him, We are. a- 


1amed, O Emperour ;, the C hriftians lanch at your 


cruelty ! And how will God himſelf rejoyce and 
lagy over them, as.he oncedid over Fob when he 
tetched him with honour cff thar fiiſt Field ! Fob 
2. 3. Still he holdith faſt his 1ntegraty. | 

3- Your own peace is wrapt up in it, as well 
as Gods glory. Is it nothing, think you, to, be 
freed from thoſe Fwulrares and Harpyes, that feed 
upon the hearts of men at ſuch times ?. Surely. 
YGcd reckons, that he promutech a very great 
Yimercy to his people, when he premuleth it, 
Prov, 1. ult. Pſal. 112. 7. When Borromens' Was, 
told of ſome that lay in waif to take away his 
lite, it troubled him not; but he ſatd, Az Deus 
eff in mundo pro nihilo ? What, 1s God 1n the 
world for nought ? and like to this was the an- 


ſwer of Silentiarus in the like caſe ; Si Deus mes 


uram ncn habet, quid vivo? If God take ncf 
are. for me, -how do Llive? O this is it thet 
rings you to 2n holy quietude of Spirit in times 


of confuſion and diſtraction, which ts a choice 


mercy. | | _ 
4. Your magnanimity is of ſpecial uſe to other 
Saints, who are following you in the fame path 
of ſufferings. 1f you faint, it's like the faint- 
nz of a Standard-bearer in an Army : You 
ring thereb7 2n evil report upon the Croſs of 
= G Chriſt, 
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their brave wordsand glorious profeſſion, fhey,. 
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boldneſs, ariſing either from the natural conftity. 
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Chriſt, as the fr f# Sp es did upon the Land of Ca- 
Rear, Anda like influence with that it is like t9 
have on your Brethren; fo that there is.a neceſh- 
ty of improving this Grace alſo, before you can 
ſay with Paxl you are ready. 

2. But what is this Chriſtian ſortitude ,, and 
wherein doth it conſift ? 

I anſwer briefly, Jt 5s a1 holy boldneſs in the per. 
formance of difficult duties, flowing from Faith im the 
- of God, and his promiſe to us in the diſcharg 
of them. 

And ſo you have thenature af it in theſe four 


1. It is an holy boldneſs, not a natural or ſinful 


tion, or evil diſpoſition of the mind. 

2, It is expreſt about duties for truth, not er 
ror, 7erem.g. 3. for the lntereft of Chriſt, not | | 
the fleſh. ITY | 

3. The ſeaſon in which it appears is, When du-[| © 
ties are ſurrounded and beſct with difficulties andfſ 5 
danpers, Dar. 3:16. Dan.s. 10. o 

4. The Fountain whence it flowes is Faith, andfj i, 
that as it reſpe&s the command and call of God tf} x 


duty, As 16.10. and his promiſe to us in the dif a; 


charge thereof, Zoſh, 1. 5,6. _ 2 

And this Grace ſtands oppoſed both to the fea! 
of man in the Cauſe of God, Heb. 11.27. and i« 
Apoſtacy from the Truth for fear of ſuffering 
Thus briefly of the nature of it. 

- 3. In theft pace | ſhall lay down ſome Rul: 
for the promoting and improvement of it, and i] B 
finiſh this Chapter. | | w] 

Now there are ten Rules heedfully to be ol 
ferved for the breeding of holy courage. in th 
breaſt of a Saint in evil zimes. F 
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And. the firft Rule is this , Get a weaned heart 1 Rule. [ 
from all earthly enjoyments. If the heart be in- 
-| ordinately fixed upon any one thing that you pof- 
nfl ſeſs in the world, that inordinate cftimation and 
affection of if will ftrangely effeminate, ſoften, 
df and cowardize your Spirit whca your trial comes, 
2 Tem. 2. 4. You meet not witha man of courage 
-M for God. but had his heart dead to earthly things ; 
ſo it was with Pax, Phil. 3.8. Since the Apoſtles 
dayes we [{carce meet with a greater example of 
holy magnanimity than Lather ;, and if you read 
his ſtory, you will find ſew men ever ſct a lower 
rate on the world then he. All the T#:kiſb Empire 
in his eye was but a Crumb caft to the Dogs. Ger- 
wana eſt hec beſtia, pecuniam non carat, Money could 
not tempt him. | 
Suffer not guilt to lie upon your Conſciences : 2 Rule. 
It isa fountain of fears, and you can never attain 
boldneſs for God, tili it bexemoved, Fom.5.1,2,3. 
The Spirit of a ſound mind is oppoſed to the Spirit 
of fear, 2 Tim. 1.7. Now that found mind is a mind 
or ſpirit that is not wounded, and made fick and + 
inficm by guilt. Oh what black Fogs and Mifts a- 
riſe out of Guilt, which bec!oud our Evidences, 
and fill us with fears and diſcoeragemeuts ! Gen. 42. 
21s 22+ -« Ts 
Clear your Call to difficult ſervices ; be well ſa- 3 Rule: 
tified that you are in that way and poſture God 
expeds to find you in. O what courage th s will 
give! Foſh. 1.9. Then a man may p omiſe him- 
ſelf Gods preſence and protetion, 2 Chron. 15. 2. 
S But whilt a man is dubious berc, and cannot tell 
whether it be his duty or not, that he is in- 
gaging in; how can he have cqurage to hzard 
y any thing for it ? For thinks be, I may ſuffer much 
from men, and yet have no thanks of God for ir, 
P ; 3 -- * 1 #06; 
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1 Pet. 2. 9. Andfurther till a man be clear in'thi 
he cannot commit his Cauſe to God. ' And it is 4 
{ad thing to be cut off from ſo choice a-relief as 
that's, 1 Pet 4.19. bh COrNY 
Get right notions and apprehcnſions of your 
enemies. We arc pt to w-grifre the Creature, 
as if he could do more than he car, and thereby 
1fable our ſelves from doins what we {i.onuld. Pol- 
{cls your fouls with the belicf of theſe five things 
concerning them. (1) That they are poor weak 
enemies, 1/2. 40.15, 17, 22. but as a fwarm'of 
Gnats in the air. Sec how God deſcribes them, 
1/a. 51. 13, 14, (2) That little power they have 
is I: mited b7 your God, who hath the bounding 
and orcering of it, John 19. 11: Pſ«l. 76. 10. 
(3) They carry guilt upon them, which makes them 
more timerous then you. 1/a.'8.1 2. Their fear'is a 
ſtrange fear. (4) They only uſe carnal weapons a- 
gainft you which carnot touch your fouls. If they 
were praying enemies thar could. engage God a- 
gSainft you, they would be formidable Enemies 1n- 
deed ; but this they cannot do: The largeſt Com- 
miſſion that any of them ever had from God, 'ex- 
tended but to the bodies and bodily conceraments 
of the Saints, Luke 12 4,5. They cannot thunder 
with an arm like God, nor blot your name out of 
the book of Life, nor take away your part out of 
the New Feruſalen.;, therefore ' fear not man. 
(5) Your Encmics are Gods Enemies ;; and God 
hath eſpouſed your Cauſe and Quarrel. The more 
cruel they are, the kinder he will'be' to you, 7041 
9+34135- il | | eh 
Labour to engape the preſence of God with you 
1 all pt2ces and conditions. Whilſt-you enjoy this, 


your ſpirits will he invincible and undaunted, 


Foſh. 1. 5. Pſal. 118.6, A weak Creature ey 
* an 


3 
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and encouraged by the preſence of a great God, 
will be able ro do and ſuffer great things. Poos 
F:c{h in che hand of an Almighty Spirit as above 
it ſeli. A little Dog, if his Maſter be by and ani- 
mates him; will ſeize upon a greater Beaſt than him- 
ſelf, chough he would 1un from him were his Maſter 
abſent. Our courage ebbs and flowcs, as the mani- 
feſtations of the Divine Prefence do. Oh get thy 
ſelf once within the Line cf that Provile, 1/243. 
1, 2. and thou art invincible. 

Get an high cſtimation of J.ſus Chrik, and all 
his concernments. Ticy that valuz him bigheſt, will 
adventure for him fartheſf. Magnanimous Lither 
how 1neſtimable a value did he let upon the Truths 
of Chriſt! Ruat Celam, &c, Let Heaven ruſh, 
r. ther than a crumb of T ruth ſhould periſh. Thou 
wilt never be a- man of z-al and courage for 
Chrifts iſftereſt , until that intereſt of Chriſt 
have ſwallowed up ail thine own Interefts. No 
ſooner 1s the Soul acquainted with, and intereſted 
in Chriſt, but he heartily wiſhes well to ail his 
affairs and concernments, P/al. 45.3.4 This is 
that which puts mettle and reſalution for Chriſt 
ints the ſoul. 


B-ware you be not cheated with Maximes of 7 


carnal pol: cY > miſtaken for Chriſtian prudence. 
Many are {o: And they prove deftrutive to all 
true 
ligion projcfled with greater, plainnets and fimpli- 
city, then by the Primirive Chriſtians: And never 
was there an higher Spring-tide of courage and 
zeal for God,, then in thole dayes. We are apt 


6 Kule, 


Rule. 


Zeal and coura-e for Chriſt. "Never was Re-' 


to call it prodigalizy, and are grown wiſer to - 


ha;band our lives and comforts, b:tter then they 


did. But indeed our, Pruden:mls have evenfwal- 


lowed” Up; our Religion. It's $ troe, there is ſuch 
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'a thing as Chriftian prudence ; but this doth not 


' 9 Rule. 
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teach men to ſhun all coftly and difficult duties, 
and proftitute Conſcience to ſave the Skin, Bur | ®. 
a man of underjtauding walketh uprightly, Prov. SL 
IT. 41. 

ack upon the in-fide of Troubles. for Chrift, Þ| © 
as well as upon the outſide of them. If you v 
view them by ancye of ſenſe, there appeareth no- Þ| ©* 
thing but matter of diſcouragement. Tolook on af 


| the out fide of a Priſon, Baniſhment, or Death, is | 


affrighting and horrible : Eut then if you look into {| P? 
the inſide of theſe things by Faith, and ſee what God w! 
hath made them to his people, how joyful and com- | ©® 
fortable they have bcen in theſe conditions z what | ®? 
honey they have found in the carkaſs of a Lion, what ha 
{ongs in the Stocks and Dungeons, what glorying be 
in tribulation, and an hundred fold rewgrd even in | 
their Sufferings : O then that which looKed like a | 
Scrpent at a diffance, will appear but as: aRod in | 
hand. - Hor +. 7, have found themſelves quite mi- 
ſtaken in t;-;* + prehenſions of ſufferings; and 
been more j. --* :--- ome out of a Priſon, then they 
wereto goin: .,: you did but.fee your ſupports, 
and the comforts that Souls ordinarilv meet with in 
their troubles for Chrift, you would not Took on 
them as ſuch formidable things. | 
View the iſſue and reward of ſufferings by an |}... 
eye of Faith : this alſo will ſtrongly abate the hor- 
rour and dread of them,” Heb. 10. 34. Upon this 
account it is the Saints have ſo ſlighted and contemn- 
ed them, Rom.8.18. 2 Cor.4.16 17. But then ſce 
that you aR yourFaith, (1) Upon the, certainty 
of it: Lonk at it asa moft real and ſubſtantial 
thicg, Heb.11.1. (2) View it as a roar and glori- 
ous reward. And (3) as near at hand: And then 
{ay to thy ſoul, Come on my foul, come on _ 
| | | cnoU 
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thou the joy ſet before thee ! the Crowfrof glory 


ous God. Oh what compare is there betwixt thoſe 
Suffcrings, and that Glory | 


Propound to your ſelves the beſt patterns and 10 Rule: 


examples. Keep your eye upon the Cloud of 
Wiin-fles; th-ſe are of ſpecial uſe to beget holy 
courage, Hcb. 12.1. FaM.F5. 10. ho would be 
afraid ro enter the Liſts, and grapple with that enc- 
my that he hath ſcen fo oiten foiled, and that by 
poor weak C:riftians ? Sce how the enemy with 
whom you are to grapp.c, hath been beaten hand 
to hand, and triumphed over by poor women and 
and children; they had as great infirmities, and you 
have as gracious aſſiftances as thoſe that are gone 
before you. 


7 
CHAP. X. 


Diſcovering the neceſſity of an Heart mortified to all 
Earthly ana Temporal Enjoyments, in order to the 
right managing cf a ſuffering condition : with [e- 
veral Direttions for the aitaining thereof. 


| d & HE next thing wherein your aQual readincſs 
for Bonds or Death contiftech, is, in the mor- 
tification of your Aﬀeciions to all Earthly Intereſts and 
Enjoyments, even the beſt and ſweeteſt of them : Till 
this be done, in ſome meaſure, you are nor fir to be 
uied in any fuch ſervice for the Lord, 2 Tim.1.21. 
The living World, isthe very Life of Temptations : 
The travailing pains of Death, are ſtrcnger and 
ſharper upon none, than thoſe tharare full of Senſe 
and Self. . As you {ce in Nature, what Copftiats and 
Agonics ſtrong ane liycly perfans ſuffer when they 
G 4 | dic { 


ready to be ſet on thy head by the hand of a righte- 
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die'! When others, in whom Nature is decay 
and ſpent before-haiid, die away without half that 
Pain, even as a Bird ina ſhell. Corruption in the 
S3ints, is like the Sap in green Wood, which reſiſt- 
ech thefire, and will not burn well, till jt be dried 
up. Prepared Fax! had an Heart mortified, ina 
very high degree, to all the Honour and Riches of 
the World, accounting tfiem all but Trifles, Gal.s, 
14- 1 Cor.4.3,4. 

The nced of this will be evinced by theſe five 
Conſiderations. 

1. Unleſs the Heart be mortified to all Earthly 
enjoyments, they will appear great and glorious 
rings in your eye and eſtimation : and if fo, judge 
what » Task you will have, to deny and leave them 
all in a ſuffering hour. It is Corruption withzz, that 
puts tne Luftre and Glory upon things without : It' 
the Carnal Eye only that gazes admiringly aftet 
them, 2 Cor. 5.16.* And hence the. Luft is put, to 
expreſs the Aﬀeit;on, 1 Fohn 2. 16, becauſe all that 
inordinate aft: jon we have to them, ariſes from 
our hiph eftimation_ of them, and that eſtimation 
from our Luſts, that repreſent them as great and 
Sforious: Therefore certainly, it will be difficult 
(if not 1impeſſidle) ro deny them, till they have loſt 
their glory in your Eye and that they will never 
do, til] thufe Lifts within you, that put that Beau 
ry and Neceſiity upon them, be firft crucified. As 
for inſtance, What a Glory and Neceflity doth the 
' Pride of Men put upon the Honour and Credit ct 
the World, 1o that »they will rather chooſe to die, 
than ſurvive it! but to a-mortified Soul it's a fr4l 
ma tr, 1 Cor.gq 3 So for Riches, how muci arc 
they adored, till our Lufts be mortified, and the 
they arceſtcemed but Diung- and Droſs, Phil. ;.8 
*Tis'our Corruption that paints and;gilds over theſe 
Sn +8 x (nings: 
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The beſt Work, in the worſt Times. 
things: When theſe are crucified, thoſe will be 
lightly eſteemed. 

2. Mortification of Corruptions is that which 
recovers ap hcalthſul ftate of Soul - Sin is to 
| the Soul, what a Diſeaſe is to the Body; and 
| Mortification is to fin, what Phyfick is to a Dif. 
caſe. Hence thoſe that are but a little mortified, 

are in a comparative {enſe calied Carnal, 1Cor:3.3. 
and Babes, verſ. 2. in reſpe& of weakneſs. Now, 
| ſufferiyg Workbeing iome of the Chriſtians hard- 
eft Labour and Exerciic, he cannot be fitted for 
iz, until his Soul be in an healthful late: A fickly 
| man cannot carry heavy Burde''s, or endure hard 
| Labours and Exerciſcs: The ſick Souldier is lefc 
i bchird in his Quarters, or put into the Hoſpital, 
whileft his Fellows are dividing the ſpoils, and 
obtaining glorious Viftories in the Field. To 
this tenſe fome expcund Rom. 8. 13. If ye live af- 
rer the Fleſh, ye ſhall dies, but if ye, through the 
| Spirit, mortifie the Deeds of the Body, ye ſhall live. 
Where, as Death is put to notea Janguiſhing ſtate 
of Soul, whileſt Mortification is negleRted: So 
Life is put to expreſs an healthful and comfortable 
ſtate; vivere provalere; fo that upon this account 
alſo theneceſlity of it appears. 
3. Your Corryptions muft be mortified, elſe they 
will be raging and violent in the time of Tempta- 
tion, 'and like a Torrent, ſweep away all your 
Convitions and Reſolutions. It's fin unmortift- 
ed within, *that makes the Heart like Gun-pow- 
der; fo that when the Sparkles of Temptation fly 
about it, (and they fall thick in a ſuffering hour) 
they do but touch and take. Hence, the Corruprs- 
ons of the World are faid to be rhrough Luſt, 2 Per. 
1.4. With theſe internal 'unmortified Lufts, the 
Tempter holds cerreſpondence : and theſe be 


[ 


the 


” -  Preparatzon for Sufferings, Or, 
the. Traitors that deliver up our Souls into his 
hands. + .--;, | : 

4. Unlcſs you be diligent and ſucceſsful in this 
Work, though you ſhould ſuffer, yet not like 
Chriftians, you will but diſgrace Religion, and 
the Cauſe for which you ſuffer : For it”s not fim- 
ple ſuffering, but ſuffering as a Chriſtian, that re- 
flects Credit on Religion, and finds acceptation 
with God. If you be envious, fretful, diſcontented 
and revengefu], under your ſufferings, what Ho- 
nour will this bring to Chrift ? Is not this altoge: 
ther uniike the Example of your Lord ? 1/a.53.7. 
and the behaviour of ſuffering Saints ? 1 Cor. 4, 


go 


and Revenpe, be not firſt ſubdued: For what are 
the breakings forth of ſuch diftempers of Spirit, 
but as the fluſhes of Heat in the Face from an ill- 
affeted Liver? Moft certain it is, - that all 
theſe Evils are in your Natures; and as cer- 
tain it is, they will riſe like Med and filth from 
the bettome of a Lake, when ſome eminent Trial 
| ſhall rake you to the bottome:;- Natura vexata 
prodit ſeipſam. De ey, 
5. Laftly, Mortification muſt be ſtudied and 
ply'd with diligence ; elſe. you will. find many 
Longings and Hankerings after Earthly Enjoy- 
ments and Comforts, which will' prove a ſnare 
to you: What is fin, but the _ and vitiated 
appetite of the Creature, to things that are Earth- 
ly and ſenſual, reliſhing more ſweetneſs and de-- 
light in them, than in the bleſſed God? And 
= what is SanRification, but the reRifying of theſe 
engrdinate affeftions, and Placing them on their 
proper Objet? A regenerate and- mortified 
Chriſtian taſtes not half that ſweetneſs in for- 
didden fruits that another doth : Sct but Money 
- | &- 


> 


13. Yet thus ir will be, if your Pride, Paſſion, 
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before Judas, and ſec how eagerly he catches at 


it. ---- What will you "iy me, and 1 will betray 
bim. Set but Life, Liberty, or any ſuch Bait 
before an untmortificd Heart, and how impotent 


is he to withſtand them, as offered in a Tempta-. 


tion. Oh thoſe unmortified Lufts !_ how do they 
make men hgnker, long, and their Lips water 
(as we uſe to ſay) after theſe things? This 


makes them break Priſon, decline ſufferings, 


chough upon the baſeft tearms : Whereas a mor- 
tified Chriftian can fee all theſe things ſet be- 
fore him, yea offcred to him, and refuſe them, 
Heb. 10. 35. It is with them much as it was with 


'Rold Barziles, 2 Sam. 19. 35. when Nature is 
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decayed, they find but little-pleafure in natu- 
ral ations. Eccle/. 12.1. And look as the Body 


of ſin decays and languiſhes, ſo do theſe Long- 


ings alſo ; It weans the Soul from them all, and 
enables it to live very comſortably without them, 
Pſal.131.1. Phil 4.12. There needsno more to 
be ſaid, to evince the neceſſity of Mortification, 
and diſcover what influence it hath into a Chrifti- 
ans readinefs for ſufferings. | 
.It remains therefore, that I open to you ſome of 
the principal Cdrr#prions, about which it moſtly 
concerns you, to beſtow pains cre ſufferings come. 
Now look as there are four principal Enjoyments, 
in which you are like to be tried, viz.Eſtate, Name, 


" [| Liberty, Life ; fo the Chriſtians Work in ſuffering 
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tirnes, lies in mortifying theſe four ſpecial Corrup- 
t0z5,viz, Firſt, The Love of the World. Sccond- 
ly, Ambition. Thirdly, Inordinate affeAation ef 


freedom and pleaſure, Fourthly, Exceſſive loye of 


lite. 
1. For the love of this Wen away with it, 
crucihie it, crucific it ; Down with this Idol, _ 
Fs | cf 
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Preparation for Suffersngs.; Or, 
{et it be dethroned. in ali that intend to abide with 
Chriſt in the. hour of Temptation : How elfe will 
you take the ſpoiling of your goods-? How will 
you be able to. part with all for Chri?, as theſe 
bleſſed Souls did ? It grieves my heart to tec huw 
many Profeſſors of Religion arc carricd captive at 
the Chariot Wheels of a bewitching,world, Oh, 
good had it becn for many Profeflors/if they had 


never taſted io much of the {weeineſs of it. SIrs, 


[ beg: you, for the Lords ſake, dow! with it. in 
your Eſiimatious, down with it in your Affect:- 
ons, elle Temptations will down. with you © re 
Jong. I ſhall offer five or ſix Helps for the cruct: 
tying oi it. 

Firſt, Conſider your Eſpouſals to Chriſt, and 
how you have choſen and profeſſed him for your 
Lord and HusbancG : Therefore, your doting up- 


on the World, is no leſs than Adultery againſth 


Chriſt, Fames 4. 4. If Chriſt be your Husband, 
he muſt be a Cover: ing to. your Eycs ; an unchaſlte 
Glance upon the World wounds him. 


Secondly, The more you prize it, the more} 


you will be tormented by it : Did you prize 
and love it lefs, it would diſquiet and vex you 


;Jets : It's our doating on it, that makes it drawſ- 


blood at parting. 

Thirdly, Ger rrue Scriptare-notions of the world, 
and reQific your Judgments and Afﬀections by 
them. If you will have the true Pifture and Repre- 
ſentation of it drawn by the Hand of God himſel), 
ſce 1 70h12. 16. It's nothing elſe but Zuf# that 
puts that Zyſtre vpon it : It bath but a Phantaſtic 
Glory, and that alſo pafſſeth away : Whar is Þe- 
[come of them that ruffl:d ir ovt in the World but 
one hundred years ago ? What conid the World 


Co for them? Are they nc not all gone down if th 
ides 
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fides of the Pit ? But ke that doth the will of God 
ao:4eth for ever. 

Fourthly, Study and contemplate Chrift, and 
the 'things above more : This would vail al aits 
Glory, and kill ir/at the Root, Ph1l.3. 18,19. Juft 
as man that hath been gazing upon the Sun, when 
he takes off his Eye'from that bright and glorious 
Cremtti:re,, and looks to the Earth, there is a Vail 
of-Dirkrets' overfpreading the Face of it, that the 
cafi fee nothing.' I wonder how ſuch as pretend 
to live-above;and enjoy communion' with Gad, 
can ever reliſh ſuch ſweetneſs in the World, or 
have cheir hearts enticed-and captivated by it? 2 

Fifthly, Remember always, that by your love 
ind'delight in workdly things, you furniſh the De- 
vil-with the cheifeſt Bait he hath to catch, and de- 
ſt:oy your Souls: Alas: *were your Hearts but 
1} dead to rheſe things, he would want an Handle”to 
catch hold on. -Whar hath he more to offer you, 
and Count you off: from Chrift with, but alittle 
Money ? or fome fuch poor Temporal Rewards : 
And how little would that Sul be moved by: tuch 
a Tewptation, thor looks on'it all but as Dirt. 

Szxthly, Laftly take notice of the approaetics 
of Fternitie Remember you are almoſt at the-end 
of- Time: and when you come to lanch out- into 
that endleſs Ocean, how will ' theſe things look 
then? It ſeems glorious, whileft you are in: the 
Þ chace and purſuit of 'itz 'but, upon'a Death-bed, 
| you will overtake-and come up'with it, and:then 
" you'l, ſhe what'a deceitful and:vain' thing it is : 
| Stand by the Beds of dying men, and hear kow 
Þ they ſpeak of it," Oh the difference betwixt / our 
Fj apprehenſions: then; and now ! Thus labour to-wean 
- _ AﬀcQions, and pars them to the 
or 
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Preparation for Sufferings ;, Or, 
2. Mortific your Ambition, and vain Afetats- 
ox of the Repute and Credit of the World : Oh 
ſtand not on ſovaina thing as this / judge it but a 
ſmall thing to be judged of man;-to have your | 
Names caft out as evil: Let not Scoffs and Reproche:fſ | 
be ſ:ch terrible things to you. Ir is, without 
doubt, a preat trial z clſe the Holy Ghoſt had 
not added-a peculiar Epithere to it, which is not 
given to any other of the ſufferings of the Saints: | 
not cruel Tortures, nor cruel Stonings, Burnings, { * 
ſlayings with the Sword ; but cruel moekzngs, fÞ ? 
Heb. 11. 36. | « ( 
Yet learn to be dead to and unaffeted with thekſl 
things; ſct the reproaching World as light, and] t 
as low as it ſets you : Deſpiſe the ſhame, as yourſſ| 
- Mafter Coriſt did, Heb. 12.2. and to promote 4.r-f / 
' 
} 
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trficatien iv this, take theſe Helps ; 
1. Conſider this is no new or ftrange thing that| 
hath happened to you : The holieft ot men havchi 
paſt through the like, if not worſe Trials, Heb. 
IO. 33. Pſal. 44. 14. Reproaches have been the 
Lot of the beſt men. They called Athanaſius Sa- 
thanaſins ;, Cypriauus Coprianus, a gatherer of 
Dung; Bleſſed Paul a peſtilent fellow : DoRtorſ Y 
Story threw 4 Fagot at ſweet Mr. Denlies Face, f 
as he was ſinging aPſalm in the midſt of the flames Y 
ſaying, 1 have ſpoiled a good old Song. 
2. It may be Religion hath been reproachedfſ *- 
and ſcolfed at for your ſakes ; and if ſo, think it} + 
not much to be reproached for Religions lake. 
3. I's much better to be reproached +by men{ # 
for diſcharging Duty, than by your own Conſcicn 
ccs for the negleR of it: If all be quiet within, nc- 
_ ver be moved at the noiſc and clamour without : if 
you have a good Roof over your Head, 'be not 
troubled though the Winds and Storms _— 4 
| TI QaG, 


The beſt Work in the worſt Times. 
broad, 1 Pet.4.14, Take heed what you do, and 
be heedleſs what the World ſayes. 

4. Always remember, that you neither ſtand or 
fall at the Worlds Judgment, and therefore have 
the leſs reaſon to be troubled atit, 1 Cor. 4.3. If 
| your condidion were to be caft to Eternity by it, 
| it were fomewhart. | 
5. Thereis a worth and excellency in the Re- 
| proaches of Chriſt, as bad as they ſeem ; and fuch 
an excellency, as is not to be matched by anyEarth- 
ly Enjoyment, Heb. 11. 26. The Reproaches of 
Chriſt are of more worth, than the Treaſures of 
| Egyper, though Egyp: then was the Magazeen of 
| the World for Trealures. The Apoſtles counted 
| them their Fonours, 4s 5. 41. When Ludovicus 
Marſacus, a Knight of France, ſaw thole that were 
to ſuffer with him in the Chains, and that they pur 
none upon him, becauſe of the Nobility of his 
Birth, he {aid to the Executioner, Cur me non quog; 
Terue donas, & illuſires illus ordifis multtems 1101 
creas £ Why ds you not honour me with a Chain too, 
and create me a Knight of that Noble Order ? 

6. Laftily, ſhould Scoffs and Reproaches ſcare 
you from Chrift and Dury ; then, though you 
ſhould eſcape the Reproaches of men, yet ſhall 
you fall under the everlaſting Contempt .of God, 
Angels, and good Men, Therefore, Fear ye not 
the Reproaches of men that ſhall ae, nor be :fratd of 
their revilings, for the Moth ſhalleat them up like 4 
Garment, and theWcorm ſhall eat them lthe Weed; 
but my Righteouſneſs ſhall be for ever, ond my 
Salvation from Generation to Generation, ia. 
Fl. 7, 8. 

.3. Mortifie your :107dinate -ffefFition of ijey- 
ty, pleaſure, and delicate living O let not a Priſcn 
lcem fo formidable to you. It's true, as Chriit tols 
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Peter, Joh. 21.18. When thou waſt young, then gir- 
dedſt thy ſelf, and walkedſt whither thou youldst; but 
when thou fhalt be old, thou ſhalt ſtretch forth thy 
hands, another ſhall 27d thee, and carry thee whi- 


ther thou would:(i not. You have now your liberty 
to go whither you will, and it's a precious mercy if 


well improved : The Birds of the Air (as one 


faith) had rather be in the Woods at liberty, 


though lean and hungry, than in a Golden Cage 


with the richeſt Fare. But yet, if God will c3{l 
you to deny this alſo for Chriſt, ſee that you be 
ready to be bound as Paul wes, and receive the 
Chain and Bonds of Chrift with thankſgiving :- To 


which end, conſider, | 
i. That the affliction, in ſuch cafes of Reſtraint, 


is more from within, than from without you. 


There's no place but may be deictabie to you, if 
Four heart be heavenly, and the preſence of God 
be engaged with you. What a ſweet Night had 


Facob at Bethel? Paul and S:125 in the Stocks ? Sce | 


that precious Letter of Fomponins Algerius.. 


Tranſtulit in celum Coriſts praſentia clauſtrum ; 
Quid faciet clo ? qus Culum jam Creat antro. 


I''s your own Unbelief and Impatiency, that gives 
you more trouble than the Conaition. 


2. No Keeper can keep the Comforter from you, 
if you be the: Lords Priſoners, AR. 16. if they 
could bar out the Spirie from you, .it would be a 
diſmal place indeed - But ordinarily, there the 
Saints have tkeir cleareſt Viſoizs of God, and 
ſweeteſt preſerce of the Spirie: You are the 
Lords Free-men, whileſt Mens Priſoners : All the 
V\'orld cannot diveſt you of the ffare of ner 
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be beſt Workin the worſt of Times.” 
Chrift hath purchaſed for you , Fob. 8.36. 
3. Though a Priſon look fad and diſmal, yet it 
isnot Hell: Oh blels God for that, that's a fad 
Prifon indeed | Beloved, Men have their Pri/ons, and 
God hath his - Gods Priſon 18 a terrible Priſcn, in- 
deed ; Thouſands atenow thete in Chains, 1 Per. 
3- 19. and there you deferved ro have been fent 


long ago : If 'God excha!ge an Hell for a Priſon, 
have you any cauſe to cotnplain ? 

4. How obdure and - cruel foever ren are to 
you; yet the' Lord Feſns is kind and tender-hearted 
to his Priſoners ; he puts the kindneſſes thay any 
ſhew them;npon his own account, Mar.25.36. He 
locks deirgs from Heaven, to bear the” ſighimg+ and 
groanings of his Prifo.ersPſal. 102. 20. He will 
tenderly ſymparkize with you in all your Pr:/0:- 
Straights, arid Troubles. ger has 7, Hin 

5. A Priſox tiath been hanfel'd arid perfumed 
by the heſt and hiolieſt of tnen in all Ages, 1Kings 
22.27 445: Mat.4.12. Afts5.18. As 26, 
i0. God hath made it a ſetled School of Diſcipline 
to them. Ti Ce 

6. Should you, ts avoid a Priſon, comntfit & fin, 
inſtead of being Man's P7:ſoner, you ſhall be clapt 
up by God : for he hath a Pr:i/oz for your Souls 
even in this World, P/al. 142.5. atid this is teri 
thouſand times inore dread'ul, than any Dungeon 
in the World. Ohit's a dark Priſon | not a Cranty 
to let in one Beam of Gods Countrenante upon your 
poor Souls. \ What a fad exchange have you rhade 
then? 7 | | SETS 

7. Conſider what a ground of Comfort GOD 
hach Jaid in that Word, Kev. 2. 10. to obviatethe 
Fears and Terrours ihcident to us in ſich a condi- 
tion - God hath limited Satad and his Infttuments, 
botti for tice, rivmber, and all circumſtantes of the 
ttial, SE H os. 8. Laftly, 


- 
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PLES) cars for ves : or,” ; Ls. 
8. Laftly, You do not know what a Mercy 
may be in it : It may be a time of retirement from 
the World, and the Clamours and DiſtraRions that 
are abroad. Thele days of Impriſonment may be 
your Holy-days; as a Priſoner of Chriſt once 
called them. 

4. Get an Heart mortified to the exceſſive and 
inordinate love of life This, I confeſs, is the high- 
cſt and hardeſt point. .of Self-denial, becaulc it 
_— up all other Self: Jntereſts in ir, But yet con- 
fider, 


is tc thouſand times dearer than thy Life : If thou 
be a Saint, he is the Life of thy-Liſe, and the lenzth 
of -thy days; and.in "co:hpariſon of him, and. his 
glory, Saints ſhould, and have deſpiſed and.ſlight- 
ed their, Lives, Luke. 14.26. Rev. 12.11. 


Secondly, Die you muſt; and. if by. ſhrinking | 
fromChriſt; you ſhouſd protract A miſerable Life | 


for. a few days longer, in-the_ mean time lofing that 
which is better tha; life, Plal 63.3. Mat.10 39..Oh 
when you lic upon your Deith-bed, you will wifh, 
that you had obcyed Gods Call, and ſo have depart- 
cd in PEeac?.. 

Thirdly, if you have cordially. covenanted with 
Chrift (as all ſincere B:lievers have done) then 
have you yielded up your lives to him, to be dif 
poled for his glory. Rom 1 4.7. $0 that Jookzas Chrift 
both lived and died for you, f0,97/ you to live as 
Chriſt - And all the excellency you ſec inlife, con- 
ſits in that reference and ſublerviency it bath to 
his glory. I ſay then, if you have underſtandingly 
and cordially tranſlated in a Covenant-way with 
\ kim, your care will not be, {o.much how-to ſhun 
Death, as by what Death you may moſt glorifte 
God | Fobn 21. 19. And certainly, you can never 


lay 


Firlt \Though life be very dear, yet Jefus Chrift 
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lay them down upon a MoTE honourable or com: 
fortable account than in his caule, and for his ſaks, 
It was a great trouble to Luther, that he carried 


his bloud to his Grave. 


Fourthly, To die for Chrift, is one of the higheſt 


Teſtifications of your Love to Chriſt, that you are 


capable of, Foh.13.37. Yea, ?tis ſuch a Teftifica- 
tiovof your Love to the Lord Jeſus, as Angols arc 
not Capable of ;making. 

Fifthly, Why ſhould you decline even a violent 
death for Chrift, wher as the bitterneſs of. death is 


paſt, and there is no Hell following the pale Horſe ? 


It cannot ſeparate you from Chriſt, Komz.8.38. 

Sixthly, Think what a death Chriſt ſuffered for 
you - in which the fulneſs of the '\rath both of 
God and Mas met together, fo that he was fore a 
mazed z yet with deſire, did he deſire it for your 
lakes. 

7. Laftly, Think what a life you ſhall have 
with: Chrife, as {00n as this is deliver?d up to, and 
for him, 2 T!1s.2.12. It'is but wink, and you ſhall 
lee God. 

Oh that theſe things might provoke you to. fol 
low on, and ply the Work of 2orrification; 
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Wherein is epened the ſingular advantage that ſuf- 
fering Saints have, by their «hill, and in-ſight 
z:nto the Methods and Myſteries of Sathans T emp- 
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tations ; ſome of thoſe Wiles of Sathan opened; 
and Rules for the avoiding of the danger briefly 
pr eſe ribed. . | | 


T 


HE hazards and dangers of Chriſcians, in 
times of Perfecution, ariſe not fo much from 


the Sufferings, as from the Temptations that al- 
ways attend. and are by Satan planted upon their 
Sufferings - for the moſt part, Sufferings and Tem- 


ptations £o together, Heb. 11.37. And therefore, it 
behoves {uch as are, or expe@ to becalled to Suf-| 
fertngs, to dive into the Myfteries of Temptations, 


and be well acquainted with the Enemies Deſigns 


upon them. So was Paul, and fo he ſuppoſes all o- 


thers to be, that ingage in the ſame Cauſe; We are 
not ignorant of his Devices, 2 Cor.2.11. There is a 
manifold agvantage redounding to ſuffering Saints 
thereby. 


1. 


He thatis well acquainted with the Methods 


of Temptation,will be the better able to deſcry the 
firſt approaches and beginnings of it z and a Tem- 
ptation diſcovered,is more then half conquered. It 
is a ſpecial Artifice of Satan, to ſhuffle in his Tem- 


Ptations as undiſcernibly as may be into the Soul 
for he knows, that zz van rs the Net ſpread int 


feeht of any Bird, Prov.1.17. And therefore, he or- 
dinarily makes a ſuffering ſeaſon, to bea tempting 


ſeaſon ; becauſe ſufferings, like Fire to Iron, make 


it 
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it impreffive and operable, they do ordinarily put 
the Soul into an hurry and diftraRion, and ſo gives 
him an advantage, to tempt the Soul with lefs ſu- 
ſpition, and greater ſucceſs. But now, a skilful 
Chriftian, that is acquainted with his Wiles, will 
diſcern when he begins to enter 1nto temptation; as 


 Chriſts expreſſion is, &uke 22. 46. and {o check 


the Temptation in its firſt Rife, when it's weakeft; 


and moſt caftly broken. Doubtleſs, one Reaſon, 


why ſo many tall by Temptation, is, becaufe it's 
got Within them, and hath prevailed far, before it 


 bediſcovered to de a Temptation. | 


2. He that is well acquainted with Satans Me- 
thods of tempting, will not only difcern it ſooner 
than another ; but alſo knows his. Work and Duty, 
and how to manage the Conflict with ir, which is a 
great matter, There are many poor Souls that 
labour under ſtrong Temptations, and know not 
what to do: Tacy £9 up and down complaining, 
from Chriſtian to Chriſtian, whileſt the Judicious 
Chriftian plies the Throne of Grace with ſtrong 
Cries. Sec 2 Cor. 12.8. keeps up his Watch, L:ke 
22.46. countermines the Tempration, by aſſaulting 
that Corruption by endeavours 'of Mortifica:ion, 
which Satan affaults by Temptation, 1 Cer 9-27. 

3. Laftly, To name no more; he that is beſt 
acq rainted with the yſtery of Temptation, and 
can maintain his ground againſt it, he ſhall be the 
perfcvering Chriftian under Perfecutions, and the 
vittorious Chriſtian over them. Here lies the main 
Delign of Satan, in raiſing Perſecution againſt the 
Saints. * It is not ſo much their Bloud that he thir- 
ſte.h after, as their Fall by Temptation: and all 
Perſecutions are deſigned by him, to introduce his 
Temptations. Theſe work upon our Fear, 4nd Fear 
Crives us -in:s his _ and Snares, Prov.2g.2 5. 

- The 
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The Devils Work in raiſing Perſctution, is but 25 


the Fowlers work, in beating the Bnſh'in the Nite, 
when the Net is ſpread to take the Birds, whjch te 
can affright out of their Coverts. He that under- 
ſtands this, is not caſily moved by the frongeſt Op- 
poſition from his Flace and Duty ; and1o is like'to 
prove the moſt confiant and invincible Chr,ſtian in 
£7imes of Perlecution. 

 Ohthen howneceſſary is it, that ſince all Per- 
ſecutions are intended as means to promote Tem- 
ptation : and that skill and inſight into theſe De- 
{ipns of Sathan, ſo'advantages us to fruſtrate his 
Defigns in both ? I fay, how neceſſary is it, that 
vou ſhould be all inftruted wherein the ſtrength of 
Temptation ies; as alſo how to relift thoſe ſtrong 
and dangerous Temptations, which your Suffcrings 
onzly are intended to uſher in, and make way 


for ? 


It will not be unſeaſonable or impertinens 
then 11 this Chapter :o ſhew you; Firſt, where- 
in the force and efficacy of Tempiarions ly- 
Eth: Secondly, what you are to do, when in a 
ſufferings hour ſuch Temptations ſhall afſ.ult you. 
And firſt, 

1 Qz#, Wherein Coth the elficacy and power of 
Temptation tic? 

So!. I anfwer, It lies principally in three 
er 

- In the kind and nature »f the Temptation. 

in theCraic and Policy of Satan in manage 
ing them. 

In that ſecret Correſpondency, that Satan 
hath with our own Corr UPti@ns. | 

1. ItTicsin the kind and nature of the Tempta- 
tion ut ſelf : For it?s moſt certain, that a!l Tempia: 
T10Rs are not alike forcible and dangerous. Some 
| are 
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are ordinarily more ſucceſsful then others ;, and 
ſuch are theſe that follow. '” 

1. Strange and unuſual Temptations, mean not 
ſuch as none have been troubled with before us; tor 
there is not a Dart in Satans Quiver, but hath been 
ſet fly at the Breaſts of other Saints, before it was 
levelled at ours, 1 Cor-10.13. But by ſtrange and 
unuſual; I mean ſuch, as the People of G O BY are 
but rarely troubled with, and poſſibly we wer: ne- 
ver excrcilſed with before. Theſe are the more dan- 
gerous, becauſe they daunr and amaze the Soul, 
and ordinarily besct deſpondency, even as fome 
ftrange Diſcate would do, that we know not what 
1o make of, nor can cara that others have been 
ſick of. | : 

2. Mark them for moſt dangerous Temptations, 
that are ad :pred and tuited ro your proper (in, or 
conſtitution-ev:l ; For certainly, that is the moſt 
dangerous Nick and Cri/s of Temptation when it 
tries a man there. Now it he be not truly gracious, 
he falls by the Root irrecoverably, Luke 22,5,6. 
Oc if ſincere, yet without ſpectal affiftance, and 
extraordinary vigilance, he falls icandalouſly', 
2 5am.11.2. compared with 1 $47.16.12. 

3. When it :s a Spiritua! T emptation, which ri- 
ſes undiſcernably our of a Chriftians Daties. This 
is the leſs ſulpeed, becaufe Temprations ufually 
come from the ſtrength agd livelinels of Corrupte- 
ons; but this, from the Slanghrer and Conqueſts 
we make of them. Duties, and enlargements in 
them, which are the Poylon of otter Lufts, 
proves the Food and Fewel of this, 1 Cor. 4.7, 3 
And how much the more covert and clo'e any 
Temptation, is, by ſo much the more dangerous it 
Is. 

2. The ftrenpth and efficacy of temptation lies 

| 4 ROC 
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much inthe Skill and policy of Satan in the ma” 
nagement of it : And hence they are called wiles 
methods, and deviſes, 2 Cor.2.11. E:hef.6.11. and 


himfelf an old Serpent, Rev. 12.5. And amongſt 


the reſt of his deep and deſperate ſtraragers theſe 
following are remariab.e. 

1. [nimploying tuch in{truments ro man: ge his 
temptations as arc leaſt ſuipeed, and have the 
greateſt fluence. A Teacher, Gal.2.1... a 3 1fe, 
Ge1.3.6. Job 2.9. Friends, As 21, i3.'t ie De- 
vil knows it is a bad bufinefs, and therefore mult 
make the beltof it; Pals ſoreſt cryal was by tus 
——_ Friends. 

. In the brderly diſpoſition and rang'ngof his 
— ; beginning with little things o tr, and 
then by degrees working over to greater. His firſt 
motions are commonly moſt modeſt, Ger. 3. 1. 
Should he diſcoyer the depth of his dcſj;z4 at frſt, 
it would ftar:lc the Soul, and mike it reply as Ha- 
ſacl, Am I 2 Doz that I ſhoul1 do thus? its tar ea- 
fier to gain his end by parts, then putting for all at 
ONCe. 

3. In endeavouring tg eng: 2< the Soul upon his 
own ground. [I mean to tempt thim from his Stati- 
on and Duty where God fer, and expeats to fiid 
Lim. He knows while you are with God, God is 
with you, 2 C920. 15-2, Whillc a man abides trerc, 
he abices with God, 1 Cor, 24. Whillt he is there, 
the Promiſe is a good breaſt-v ork ta keep off all 
his darts - Ard therefore as Fiſhe:s, when they 
have ſpread their Net in the River, beat the Fiſhes 
out of their coverts 2nd caverr.s, fo doth Satan. 

4. In not p efenting. the tempration, till the 
Soul be prepared to receive it. He loves to ſtrike 
when the iron is hat. He firlt 'cts theix troubles 
come to an height, brings chem to the. Fug, Gib- 
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bets or Firc, and then ' offers them deliverance, 
"BIX 1 & 7 nw OR 

5. In tiring out Squls with the long continuance 
of temptations. What he cannot win by a ſuddair 
Horm, he hopes to gain by a tedious ſiege. Forty days 
together he aſſaulted the Captain of our ſalvation, 
Mark 1.13.And truly iFs a wonder the Soul yields 
not at laſt, that hath been tried long, P/al. 125. 3. 


When the rod of the wicked lies long upon the back of 


the righteons, it 65 much if he pat not forth his hand 
to tmyguny.. | 

6. In falling moſt violently upon them, when 
they are loyeſt and moſt proftrate in their ſpirits 
and comforts: So he afſaulted 7ob witha temptation 
to curfe God and die, when he fate in that deplo- 


rable ſtate upon the dunghil, Fob 2.8,g. He loves 


to fall upon us as Simeon and Lew did upon the She- 


cemites, when we arc fore and wounded: And 
therefore ordinarily you find times of divine deſer- 
tions, to be titnes of diabelical trmptations. So that 
look as t?.e wild Beaſts of the Deſart come out of 
their Densin the night, -and then roar after their 
prey. Pfl. 104. 20. ſo doth Satan when the Soul 
{cems to be benighted and loft in tne darknefs of 
Spiritual troubles. 

And this is the ſecond thing wherein the efficacy 


- and ftrength of temptation lies. | 


3. Laftly, ic lies in thar ſecret correſpondency 
Satan holds, with our boſome enemies. W ere it not 


105: 


for this domeſtHch Traitor, he could not ſurpriſe us | 


ſo eafily: As you ce in Chriſt, he could do nothing, 
becauſe he found nothing to faſten a temptation 
on. He was like a C2 yfal glaſs filled with pure 


Fountain water - So that though he ſhould _have- 


been agitated and ſhaken never to much by tempta- 


tion, yet no filthy fediment cou'd appear; but now 


we 
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we have an.cnemy within that holds intelligence 
with Satan without; and this would prove a Devi 
to us, if there were ng other Devi! ro tempt vs, 
Fam.1.14,15. It's a Fountain of temptation in it 
{elf, Muth.15.19. and the chicf inſtrument by 
which Satan doth all his tempting work, 2 Per. 1.4. 

Our. teveral paſſions and affections are the han- 
dles of his temprations. Every thing ſaith Epritertys 
hath 4» az £5, two handles fo take it by. Our af- 
feRions are the handles of our Souls. The tempra- 
tion of Self-confidence, and Pride, takes hold of a 
during and. forward dilpotition ; the temptation of 
Apoſtacy upon a timerous diſpoſition, &-c. Thele 
inbred lufts go over tothe Enemy in the day of bat- 
tle, ard fight againſt the Soul, 1 Pet.2.11. Tris is 
a more dangerous enemy,than the Devil. ?Tis true, 
they both work againſt us, but with a double dif- 


ference. 5atan works externally, an objeftively; 


but Luft internally, and phyſsc tly (i e ) quoad ma'e- 
r::le, as 11's capable of phyiical efficiency. Sin 
Wr0::8:31 432 51:6 all manner of concupiſcence, Rim 5.5. 
Yea, 'tis a fubtii Enemy that doth his buſinels po- 
litickly. Rozz7.11. Sin deceived me, it betrayes 
with a kils, ftrangles with a ſilg-n halter, Heb. 3. 

13. Epheſ.4.22. Theſe be his Agenis fittins at. the 
Cunch T able in ogr own breaſts, and there. carry- 
ing on his deſigns effcAually : Yea; it's the reſtleſs 
and perpetual Encmy, no ridding of your hands 
of him. Satan is ſometimes put to flight by refiſt- 
ance, Fam.4.7. and lometimes ceaſes his remptati- 
ons, Luke 4-13. but when be ceaſeth to rempr and 
rj &, this ccaſeth not to irritate and follicite - 

Wy here we arc, it will be; it's our {ad lotto beried 
to ir, and perpetually aſſaulted by it, Row. 7. 24. 
We may lay of it, as Hannibal \aid of Marcellu, 
» That it's ncver quiet, whether a Conguerour,or Con- 
quered: 
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quered. Yea, it's a potent &hienvy too, it hauks 
men away 'to the commiſfon' of ſin, Fa=it.14. bt 
ic:zeth the Magazeen off the ſoul, and defivers'up 
the Arms; I mean the Members to be 37x df1inias, 
weapons of unrighteouſnels, - 7 

Thus you ſee wherein the efficacy and power of 
remptarion' conſiſts. And it mightily concerns you 
that are, or expect to be Sufferers for Chriſt; to 
be acquainted with theſe things, and Know where 
the ſtrength of your enemy lies. 

But how ſhall the ſuffcring Saint ſo manage him- 
ſelf ina Suffering hour, as not to be captivated by 
temptations? This brings me upon the fecond thing 
| promiſed 3 viz. to preſcribe fome Rules for the 
elcaping or conquering of tholfe temptations that 
are incidental to a ſuffering Rate. And firft : 

Labour to cut off the advant»g s of tereptations 
before they come. Its our inordinate love to life, 
cate, liberty, and cafe, that gives the temptation 
ſo much ſtrength upon us. Do not overvalue ther, 
and you will more eaſily part from them, R-v.12. 
I11.. O mortifie ſclf-love, and creature-love ; Jet 
your heart be looſened and weaned from them, 
and then the temptation hath loft its firength. 


1 Rule. - 


Secure to your ſelves an intereſt inthe heavenly 2 Rule. 


glory. When once you clearly ſee your propriety 
in the Kingdom above, you will fer the lighter and 
lower by all things on earth. That is a pregnant 
Text to this purpoſe, Heb. 10.34. It's our darknels 
and uncertainties about thofe, that make us cling 
io faſt to theſe, 

Settle this principle in your heart, as that which 
you wif never depart from, That it*s better for yos 
to fall into any ſuffering, then into the eaſt. fin, 
Heb.11.24,25. This all will acknowledge, but how 
ew prattile it / Oh that you would praftically un- 
No derſtand 


3 Rule. : 


3 Rule. 


6 Rid:. 


7 Rule. 


8 Rule. 
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derftand and receive it / Suffcrings is but a re/pe. 
ve, external, ane temporal evil ; but fin is any. 
niverſal; internal, and evcrlafting evil. * 

Bclieve that God hath curſed and blaſted all the 
ways of (in, that they ſhall never be a ſhelter to 
any foul that flies for refuge to them, Alark8.35, 
Prov.13-15.-The way of Tranſpreſſours is an hard 
and difficult way. There is no ſecurity in the way 
of iniquity. He that runs from- ſuffering to fin, 
runs from the ſeeming to the real danger z from 
the painted, to the living Lion. 

| Live up to this principle, that there is no policy 

like ſincerity and godly fimplicity. This will pre- 
ſerve and ſecure you, when carnal wiſdcme wil 
expoſe and betray you. Pſal.25.2. Fob 2.3. Sinful 
policy never thrives with Saints. 

Conſiger ſadly what the conſequence of yielding 


up your elves to temptation will be : The Name 


of God will be dreadfully reproached, 2. Sam. 12. 
14. A fatal ftumbling-block is laid before the 
blind world, 1 Sam.2.36. the hearts of many up- 
right ones made fad, P/ſal.25.3. The fall of a Pro- 
ſeffor is as when a Standard-bearer famteth ; and 
a dicadful wound it will be to thine own Conſci- 
ence, 2 Cor.2.7. ath.25.76. One hours fleep of 
lecurity, may keep vou many dayes an! nights wa- 
king upon the Wrack of horrovur. 

Never engage a temptation in your own ſtrength, 
but go forth againft it trembling in your ſelves, and 
relying on divine Aids and ces, Evbeſ.6. 10. 
What are you to grapple with Spirits, to enter the 
Lifts with Prixcipalities «nd Power For what is your 
rength that you ſhould hope ? . 

Lei the dayes of your temptation, be daycs of 
ſtrong cries and ſupplication. Thus did Pal, Cir. 
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12.3. Pſal.199.4. Your beft poſture to-wreftle 
with Tempaation, 1s-upon your knees. 


Dwell upon the conſideration of thoſe choice g Rule) 


encouragements God bath laid up inthe Word for 
ſuch a time. As (1) though he give Satan leave to 
tewpt you, y@ you are ftill in his hand to preicrve 
you, Dext.35.3. Foh.10.28. (2) That whilſt Satan 
is ſifting and trying you on Earth, Chriſt is inter- 
ceeding for you in Heaven, Luke22.31, 32. 


- (3 )That an eternal reward is laid up for thoſe that 


overcome, Luke 22.28,29. Rev.21 7,8. And now 

Laftly, Be-content till God open a doot out of 
your temptations, 1 C7.10. 13. Thetime of the 
Promite will come, A#s 7.17. Wait for it,though 
it tarry, and ſeem to bedeferred; in tKEend it 


_ will ſpeak, and not ve, Hab.:.3. There was a fe- 


cret door in the Ark, though it could not be ſeen 
while the waters p:evailed : And fo there isin all 
your temptations, though at preſent it be notdif- 
ccrnible by you. - | 

And thus I have brought you one ſtep nearer to 
Pauls bleſled frame. O give diligence to make 
your ſelves ready for ſufferings. 
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CHAP. XII. 
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Sheweth that a choice part ,of onr preparation. and || tt 
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readineſs for. ſufferings avcn/ift s in the amproemet 
of our praying abilti es, and h-epi; g loſe with God 
#1 that heavenly and excellent duty in daics of ſuf 
fering ;, wherein alſo of the nature and means of 
Mts AU aUwents "JE 1-; FIN) 


Rayer i is ſaid torbe amabat Dptics. as Faith if p 

amongſt.the Graces. Doubtlels ir is of- ſpecial | g 
uſe and.ſervice at all times to, a Chriſtian ; bur yer 5 
in ſuffering days it .is of .morc.than ordinary uſe || © 
and. neceffity, Heb, 14.16; Jam.5. «13. and. therefore | e 
it isreckoned among thoſe choice pieces of Armour || t 
which ſuffering Saints axe to put on, Epheſ.6.18. I 
will here briefly. diſcoyer. the neceſſity of. jt, and 
then ſhew yourthat a Ghriſtian, may improve him- 
ſelf to an excellent degrec in it ;.and laſtly pre- 
icribe ſome means foran'improavement.. 

The necefſfity, of ,it to/a ſuffering Saint will de- 
monſtratively appear, if you-conſider; 

1. That this duty is theout-let of troubles, and 
the beſt way the poor Chriſtian hath to calc his 
heart when ſurcharged with ſorrow. Griels are 
cafed by Groans. Such evaporations disburthen 
and cool the heart, as the opening of a vein in 
{ome caſes doth. Oh the {ſenſible eafe that comes 
in this way ! When grief in the mind, like vapours 
in the Air, are condenſed into black Clouds, that 
OVEr- ſpread the Soul, and darken that beavtiful 
Light that once ſhone there, then Prayer like the 
Sun diſpels and ſcatters them. 1 Sam.1.18. Many 
a Saint by Prayer hath ſucked the breaft of a ah 

tte 
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miſe, and then fell allecp by Divine contentment, 
in the boſonie of God. * A'time may core, when 
thy heart is ready to break with trouble, and not 
a fricad to-whom thou canft open and caſe it - and 
then blefſed be'God for Prayer, Mcab 7. 56. 
That which finks others is, That when to: les We 
and everwhelm their hearts, they try what Reaſon . 
merry Company, or outward Comforts 'can go: 
but alas/ this is to palljate a Cure, it returns again 
with the more violence: but praver Ne elle 
relief, Pfal. 102. tirle Zſal. 62.8. For firft, this a> 
pens and gives a vent to troubles, Fer. 20.1 2 2) Tt 
gives Qur troubles a diverſion, and ſo a cure, \P{ al. 
F-I. and Taft verſe compared. Yea (3) by Fra i rj 
over them, they are not only diverted but 
ed, and ſo ceaſe to be diftradting, or .deff roving 
troubles, yy | ; 

2. As it gives a vent to our troubles, ſo an in-let 
to unipeakable comforts and confolations:”” Ser a 
pregnant inftance 07 ijus, - AF. 16.25. For al here- 


by rhey obtain gracious anſwers from the Lord con-. 


cerning their croubles, 2 Cor: 12. 9. Ft this alſo 
they meet the gracious ſmiles of God which ſwal- 
low up their tr6ubles: P/41.85.8. And laftly, here 
by thev prevail with God to oper. a ſeifonable 
and effeQual door out, of all their troubles, P/al. 
3443 6 

3. \'raycr begets and maintains holy courage 
and. magnanimi:” in evil crimes, when all things a- 
bou- vou tend co d.ſcourageinent.” It is your” 'be- 
ing with Jcſus that makes you bold, As 4. 15. 'He 
tha uſes ti. be o<tore a,great God "Trill not. be. a- 
fraid to look { 1c: lurels things as men are in the 


face.. Th- «0% an clorhect with the. un, had the 


Moon under her teet. And wha: need you heve of 
courage in cyil times; hatch beca already ſhewed. 
4. This 


' " 
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4. This is a duty you may perform at any time 
or in any condition: No Adverfary can cut you 
off from it. It cannot be ſaid ſo of many other du. 


ties. None can hinder the intercourſe betwixt 


Heaven and your Souls. You may perform it ina 
Priſon, As 16.25. in a baniſhed condition, P/al. 
61.2. and ſois fitted for a ſuffering condition. 
 Laftly, you mift ſtrive fo excel in this, foral- 
much as no Grace within; or Service without can 
thrive without it. God hath ordained the whole 
work of Grace to grow up to perfettion this way, 
F#4d.19.20.Hewill have all mereies fetched out this 
way, Ezc&.36.37.Jer29.11,12,13. All that comes 
from God to you, or to you from God, muſt come 
in this Channel. Be convinced then, of the need 
ou have toimprove your ſclyecs herein, as ever you 
ope to ftand in the evilday. © oo 


But how are theſe praying abilities capable of 


improvement in the people of God ? 


Praying abilities are cither external and com- } 


mon, orclſc internal and ſpecial - The external 
and common ability, is nothing elſe but that dexte- 
rity and skiflmen pet, to expreſs themſelves ro God 
in Prayer. Thus many can put their meaning into 
apt and decent expreſſions, ts which the Spirit 
ſometimes adds his common touches upon the affe- 
Qions. And this Hypocrites reſt on and glory in: 
Or elſe they are ſpecial and internal, whereby men 


are enabled to pour out their ſouls to Godin a |} 


Sracious manner. And this may be conſidercd ei- 
ther in the Habit or 44. The Habit is given 
by the Spirit, when the prineiples of Grace are 
firſt infuſed into the ſoul., Zech. 12. 10. As g. 
I1. By being ſanfified we are made near, and 
by aRing thoſe principles in Prayer we are ſaid 
to draw near, P/z/,10. 17. Now iti our aRual draw- 


; nf 


9.6. ' 


| Gncerity then formerly : Ah! there is much Hy- 
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ing near to God, theSpirit hath the chief and 


3 


principal hand : and his aſhſtance thercin is three- 

_ > F 
- He excites the heart tothe duty ; ?tis he that 
whil pcrs iQ the Soul to draw nigh to God,  B[d. 

27.8. 

/ He ſupgeſts the matter of ovr Prayers, and 
War? var" us with the Materials, Ro.8. 26. guid-. 
ing us as to.the matter, not only to what is lawful, 
but alſo to what 1s expedicnt for us. 

_ 3. Heftirreth up ſuitable AﬀeRions -in Prayer, : 
Rem. $8.25. and hence thoſe groans and tears, thoſe 
gaſpings apd vchement arhelations. But notwith- 
nling allour Abilities, /hoth habitual and aQual,. | 
bc from the Spirit, and not from our ſelves; yet are 1 

they capable of improvement by us: For theugh in 

relpett of acquirement, there be a great difference 4 
berwixt natural and {9pernatural Habars, yet their V0 
improvement is in the lame way and manner; and | 
this improvement may be made divers wayes: I | 
For, = 

Firſt, Though you have the Spirit, and can pray, 
ver ycu may learil ro pray more humbly then _ 
fore: Though you, rile no kigier as to ward: 
you may icarn to lay your {elves lower before the 
Lord, as Abraham aud Ezrad'd, Ger 13:27. Ezra [4 


a Pa. 


Secondly, You may learn' to pra ay with more 


pocrifie and Formaluy in our Prayers, much of Cu- | 
Rom, &c. Now, you may learn to pour out more 
Crdjal ray:rs. See Pſal.17.1.. P/at.119.10. 
Thirdly, You may learn to pray with more zcal 
and carnefineſs then before : Some Saints have e- 
cclled, and been remarkable for this, Den.9.19: 


Hoſ 12. «Ae _ «16, ' 
w Fourth: i 


Preparation for Sufferings ;, Or, 
Fourthly, with moreaſfiduity and readineſs at 
all times for it, Ephe/.6.18. Praying always,with all 
Prayer. Hence Chriſt gives that commendation 
to the Church, Cart.4..11. Thy Lips, O my Spouſe, 
drop as the Horey Comb:The Honey Comb often drops, 
bur always hangs full of Drops ready to fall. 


F f:hly, You may fearn to pray with more Faith: 


On the qualms of Unbelief, that go over our 
Hearts ;n a Duty ! Faith is the Soul of Prayer, and 
according to the Faith God finds in them, he ac- 


cepts and values them. Now in all theſe things, 


you may improve your ſelves abundantly. 

1. By being more frequent in the Duty, Fob 22. 
21. acquaint thy ſelf with: the Almighty; in the 
Hebrew it-18, accnſtom thy ſelf: Thoſe that have been 


excellent, have allo been abundant in it, P/alÞi5. | 


7. 


depend: Even as muchas a Ship doth upon the 
Geles of Wind for its motion. | | 

3. By honouring the Spirit which enables you to 
pray, and thar eſpecially two ways; (1) By de- 


pendancs on him; go not forth in your own | 


ſtrength wo the Duty, truſt not upon your own 
promiptners, or preparations. (2) By returning, 
and with thankfulnets aſcribing the praiſe of all to 


him : Be humble under all Enlargements : Say, | 


Not I, but Grace. 


4 By ſearching your own Hearts,and examining 


your Neccflities and Wants, when you draw nigh to 
God; this will be a Fountain of Matter, and give 
you a deep Reſentment of the worth of Mercies 


pray'd for. = 


5- i aftly, By looking more at the exerciſe of 
Crraces, and lels at the di!covery of Parts ; by la- 
| bouring 


2. By taking heed that you grieve not the Spirit, Þ 
on whoſe influences and aſſiftances, you' ſo intirely \ 
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bouring for Impreflions more, and pumping for 
Expreſſions leſs. And thus [ have bricfly ſhewed 
you, how to furniſh your ſelves with this needfyul 
Qualification alfo. 


\ 
Y 


y_— 


CHAP. Xl. 


IV herein 15-ſhewed the neceſſity cf going out of ojer 
|= ſelves even When oar habitual and attual rrepara- 
tons are at the greateſt height ;, ad depending as 
conſtantly and wntirely pen the Spirit, whois Lord 
of all gracious Influrnces, as if we had done no- 
thing : T ogether with the means of working the 
Heart to ſuch a frame. 


"—_— 


| $ Ring you haye ſeen your habitual and aQual 
; readincls for Snfferings,and bleſſed is the Soul 
that gives diligence to this work : But now, leſt all 
that I have ſaid, ard you have wroughs, ſhould be 
in vain, 1 muſt let you know, that all this will not 
ſecure you, unleſs you can by Humility, Faith,and 
Self-demial, go our of your ſelves to Chrift, and 
| live upon him daily for ſupplie of Grace, as much 
as if you had none of all this Furniture and Proviz 
lion for Sufferings. I con'efs, Grace isa very beau- 
| tiful and Tovely Creature, and its hard for a man 
to look vpon his own Graces, and not doat upon 
them. But yet know, that if you had all theſe ex= 
cellent Preparations that have been mentioned,yea, 
and al} Angelical Perfe&i ons ſuperadded, yet are 
you not compleat without this Cependance upon 
Chriſt, Co/.2.10. Wherever you g> forth to ſuffcr 
for Chrift, you ſhould fay inthe Head of all your 
excellent Graces, Duties, and Preparations, as Fe- 
hoſarha: did, wh:n in the head ef a puiſſent and 
| SN LOLES mighty 
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Preparation for Suff erings; Or, 
mighty Army, 2 Caron.20.12. O Lord, I have no 
might nor ſtrengt;;, but my Eyes are unto thee. This 
was one thing in which Paul excelled, and was a 
{pecial part ot his rcadinels. See 1 Cor.15. 10. What 
a p>or Creature is the eminentedft Saint, left to 
him'elf in an hour of trial; the Zop, the Tvy, and 
the Wooebind,are taughc by Nature to cling about 
ſtronger Props and Supporters - What they do by 
Nature we ſhould do by Grace. : 

The neceſſity and great advantage of this, will 
apptar Upon divers Conſiderations. 


1 Coſid, 1. The Chriſtians own imbecility and infuthci- 


ency, even in the ftrength and hieght of all his 


PA R | 
Acquirements and Preparations : what are you, to 


grapple with ſuch an Adverſary? Certainly, you 
are no Match ior him that conquered Adam hand 


to hand in his ſtate of integrity. Ir is not your in- | 


herent ftrength that enables you to ſtand, but what 
you receive,and daily derive from Jeſus Chrift,Foh. 
15.5. Wit:out xe, or never folittle ſeparated f:om 
me, ye can do nothi;:o, all our ſufficiency ts of Goa, 
2 Cor.3.5. Upon this very con!tderation 1t was, 
that the Apoſtle exnorts the Fpheſrans, to be /{rong 
inthe Lord, and ia the pew:r of his might, (4.e.) 


not to depend upon their own ſtock and furniture, Þ 


but D.vine Aſhftances, and daily Communications; 
for we wreſtle not with fleſh and blond, but Principa- 


- lities ard Powers, Fphel. 6. 10, 12. in his own | 


ſtrength ſhall no man prevail. 


2 Conſjid 2+ [tis the great deſign of God in the Goſpel,to 


Exalt his Son, and to have al} glory attributed and 
aſcribed to him, That in all things he might bave the 
prebeminexce, Col. 1.13. That Chrift might be all in 
all, Col. 3.11. Hence, no Saint muft have a ſell- 
ſufficiency, or be truſted with a ſtock as Adam was, 
but Chriſt being filled with all the ſulneſs of God, 


and 
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and made the Tpiroy Sirrinoy, or firft Receptacle 


of all Grace : For it p'e:/cd the F.ther, that tn him 


allfulneſs ſhenld dwell; all the Saints are therefore 


to £0 to him for {upplics, and of his fuineſs to re- 
ccive, Fob» 1.16. This tulnets being a 1sterial 
fulxeſs, iixe that of the Sun, or of a Fountain, in- 
tended to ſuppiy all our wants. And hence. is it 
that Faith, a felf-emp:yins and GCenying Grace, is 
appointed to be the Inſtrument of fetchins our 
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{ſupplies from Chrift. All muſt be derived from hin, | 


that ail the praiſe and glory may beaſcribed ro} ia, 
Phil.4.14. And this is a moſt wife and congruous 
Ordination of God; for hereby not oily are his 
People the better ſecured. but by this allo the re- 


proach that lay upon Chriſt is rolied away:He was 


reproached onearth,as barren,cwpty.weak Ci:m any 


good come out.of Nazareth ? He was looked upon as 


a Root ſpringing out of a dry grou;d ;, but by" this 
ſhall hisReproach be wiped away : So-that unlels 
you will go-about to crots the great de(izn of God, 
in the exaltation of his Chriſt, you muſt go out of 
your ſelves, and humbly, and conitantiy rely upon 
ſupplies from Chriſt, and his grace to heip in the 
times of need. 

3. A Chriſt an is conftantly ro depend upon 
Chriſt, notwithſtanding all his own preparations, 
and inherent qualifications; becauſe the aQ:vity 


even of inherent Grace depends upon him : Inhe-. 


r:nt Grace is beholding to exciting and efſiſting 
Crace for all it is enabled todo. You cann-t aQa 
Grace without his Spirit, * Fohn 15.5. It. may 


3 Conſid 


*. yh 


Þ: {aid of Grace in us, as it wasof the Land of C- xc. 1c, 
nan, Dent.11.10,11.,12. [t is-n0t 2s the Land of ; Cr 3» 


Egypt whence ye come ont, where thou ſoredft thy feed, 


end watered(} it with thy fors, as a Garden of Herbs: 
Bit a Lawud of Hills and Y allies, drinking water of the 


\> 
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Rain of Heaven, a Land which the Lord thy God ca- 
rethfor: bis Eycs are always upon it , from the begin- 
ning of the year, even tothe end of the zear. As the 


life and fragrancy of Vegetables, depends on the: 


Influences of Heaven fo do ourGraces upon Cariſt, 
And hence, he is called, (1) a Root, //a. 11. 10. 
(2) An Hea! a ge (3 ) A Sun, Mal.4 2.(4) A 


Fountain, Zech. 13. 1. all which Comparilcns do 


fully carry this I ad in them. 

4. Laſtly, In tris life of depencance lies your 
le ccurity : And indeed, this is the great d fferenee, 
betwixt the two Covenants: In the firſt, Adam's 
ſtock was in his own hands, and fo his ſecur! ty or 
mitery depended upon the unccnftrained choice«f 
his own mutable and ſelf derermining Will : But 
now in the New Covenant, all are to go to Ciriſt,to 
depend upon. him for ſupplies, and are to ſecured 
acainſt all defiruRive dangers, Fude 1. i Pet. 1.5. 
Should you go forth in your own ftrength —_ a 
Temptation, either your Grace would fail, «nt you 

fall in the Conflit - Or it you obrain any Viaory 
over it by your oa ſtrength, yet *risa thouſind to 
one but your Pride would conquer you, when you 
had conquered it : Like him that flew an Elepharr, 
but was himſei: flain by the fail of thar E ephant 
which he flew. But now. by this way, as God hath 
jecured v0U af) Jinkt the Da 'ngers without ;, fo alio 
the frame and confi: uv; 10n of this New mens 1 
ſuch, «s prevonis the Canger ariiing on our © WR 
Pride tog. Not. Ego, & Vers mens; i and ny God 
did my 5.26 _ once tzid by a prophane Moutn ; 
Pn: {elf is avaſea, ame the L ord ified up in his ow, 


Hives 1th, 1Ccr 4 pak And thus i have bricfly evin=- 


ced the ne ceihty of this daily dependance. 

Put next iROns erns you to kr.ov, wiat this de- 
—_— ance WC {peak of iS; This aiiol hl a abriefly 
open 
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| ficiency and fulneſs that is in Chriſt: To acknow- 


& Building upon the Foundation, cven fo do our 
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open to you, laying down ſomewhat zegatively, and \W 
omewhat politively abour it. 
| Iris notto deny the Grace v-rovght in us by the + Nez, 7 
Spirit; this were both.injuſtice and ingratitude;: 
We may know our own Graces lo. as to be thank- & 
ful for them, though not ſo'as to be proud of them, | 
i Cor.15-10, 4 
It isnot a lazy excuſe from our duty ; Yeu do 2 Neg. 
not depend, bit rather d:ſhonor (rift by fs: doing. 
You muſt not ſay,Becauſe Chriſt muſt do all,there- 
fore I muſt do nothing : but rather wotk our your 
{alvation, becauſe it's he thac worketh both to will 
and do, Ph1:l.2.12,13. Theſe are not oppoſed, bur 
ſubs; dinated. 
But then poſitively, it lies in three things. 
(1.) In fecing and acknowledging the i:finice fuf- 1 Poſit.. 


ledge him to beall in all not only by way of [»- 
zetration procuring all, Heb.g.12. but allo by way 
of Application, bringing home to the Soul ail the 
bleſſings purchaſed by his blood, and fetiing us :n 
the poſſeſſion of it, Foh. 14 3. and {o from firſt to 
laſt rocye him as the Author and Finiſher of our 
Faith. 

(2.) In ſecing the neceſſary dependance that all 2 Pofit. | 
our Graces have upon him. That look as you ice 
the Stream depending on the Fountain, titre j5eam 
epon the Sun, the Branch upon the Root, the 


Graces upon Chrift : On him they live, and cut off 
from him they die.Our life is hid with Ghriſt in God, 

Col.3.z. When you fee this, and alſo ſee thar all 
your aQivity and ſtriving is bur as the hoytting up 
of tae Sails, in order to th2 motion oi the Ship, 
which can do notiing 1ul there come a Gale: 


When you look upon your Grace as a Ciearure 1 
ings ' | 
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thatmuſt be upheld, fed; ated and preſerved by 
Chrift,C-1.2.19. then you are prenarcd ior this at 
of dependance : As for inſtance, You can never d:- 
pend upon Chriſt for the afting of t1ar Grace of 
Hope. until - you ſce Chrift 'ro' be'' the prop and 
foundation of it, and that it depends upoi) him, as 
uponits cauſe, 1 Pct.1.3. 2S ypon its objec, Heby, 
6.19. and as up_n its f,u .da:i0n and ground work, 
Col. 1.27. DER Wo | 
| You cannever depend upon Chrift for your joy 
and comfort, until you fee what a neeciſary depen- 
dance this alfo hath upon him, Ph1.3'3. and that 
hoth as to its being and ating, Fohz 16.22. | 
You can never depend upon him for ftreng:h in 
any duty, until you lee how your duties depend 
ppon Chriſt, not only for the freas:h by which 
they are performed, John 15.4.5. but alſo for. ac- 
ceptation when they arc Performed. 1 Per.2.5. It 
were cafe to. inſtance in any other Grace. 
Po! (3) Icliesin* Jooking off from your own Grace, 
55 5 T7 qvnen ever you are pit upon the ating of it, (1 
"15 ©:c*- mean inregard of any dependence upon it) and 
5 £7 looking by an eye of Faith for acceptation to 
ors Oirift, Zb.12-2. To the putting forth of which 
OLE OJ aQts of Cependcance vpon Chriſt, holy cjacuſatios 
 ,:34 of cuy 10 our on-lcts upon dury, or thoſe quick and vigo- 
+ ..c5, Tous lifting up of our ſouls to God that way are of 
ipecial nie, it being a duty fitted for the purpole, 
when there is no room for {et and ſolemn Prayer. 
And thus briefly of its natere. _- 

And:o urge you to this duty, 1 ſhall offer theie 
ſeven Confiderations 3 which oh that they might 
prevai! upon vour kearts, and make you for ever 
to clip and cling about Chriſt more than ever you 
have Gone. , t AD ay | 

4 You tavclittle reaſon to rely upgn the lrength 
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of your own Graces; ſor you may be eaſily decei- 
ved in that matter, and think you have much more 1 
Grace then you have. How often are the common 
Gifts of the Spirit miſtaken for his ſpecial Graces! 
The (ixth Chapter to the Hebrews is able to makea 
man tremble in this thing. 
Suppoſe you have \much Grace, yet have you not 2 Confid: 
ſtrong Correptions, and may you not mcet with 
ſtrong temptations alſo ? He that hath leſs of other 
Graces then you, way have more humility and ſelf- 
denial then” you, and ſo may ſtand, when you fall. 
Great enlargements are often attended with Sreat 
temptations of Pride. &c. 
Waatever meaſures of Grace you have arrived 3  Conſod. i; 
at, yet all is not able to ſecure yon from falling, if ; 
God withold or withdraw his aids and influences. 
Abraham had more Faith then you, and yet he fell 
into a fin contrary to that very Grace wherein he 
ſo excelled others, Gen.20.2. Fob had more pati 
ence then you : which of you covld behave your 
{e]ves as he did, had you been in the like circum- 
ſtances as he was, Chap.1.2. He is renowned for 
tt in Scripture, Fam,5.11. yet ne ſell ihto that fin 
which was contrary to this Grace allo, Coap.3.4o- © | 
\ ſes had more m-ehneſs then you*: Now the man Mo- | | 
les w.:s the meckeſt man upon the Earth, If you be | 
but reproved, and that juſtly for your faults, how 
. Waſpiſh are you? Yet fee how this Grace failed 
"even in him, in an eminent trial of it, Namb. 11. 
13,14,15. Adam was much more advantaged in 
this reſpett, then-you, being wade vpright, and 
No corruption inherent in him, yet he fell ; The 
Argels move again, yet they fell. Oh when will 
you learn the vanity of ſelf-dependance ! 'I 
Nothing more provoketh the Lord to withdraw Conſid. | 
kis Spirit, and Iet you fall, then this fin-of ſelf- + 
con- 
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' Preparation for Sufferings ; Ory- 
confidence doth, Lyke 14. 29, 30,31., God will 
teach you by ſad experience your own weakneſs 
and what frail and vain things you be, if you will 
learn it by no other means. | | 

If God permit you to fall (as doubtleſs he will 
if you be ſelf-conceited) then the more eminent 
you have becn, or are for Grace, the more will the 
Name of God be reproached by your fall. This 
will furniſh the triumphs of the uncircumciſed, 
and thelamentations of your Brethren, and make 
them ſay, How are the mighty fallen * What diſmal 


* conſequenrs will attend your fall ! 


Have you not {ad experience of your own weak- 
neſs from day to day in your lefſer trials ? Have 
you not ſaid in ſome ſ{maller conflits, as David 
once did ? Xly feet were well nigh ſlipt. O me-thinks 
this ſhould teach you to look more to God,2nd leſs 
to ſelf. If you have run with footmen, and they have 
wearted you inthe Land of pece; think fadly, how 
you ſhall contend with Horſes tn the ſwellings of Jor- 
dan. Do not you lee tiar you are but Feathers in 
the wind of Temptatien? Conſult your former cx- 
periences, and they will tell you what weaklings 
you are. 

Laftly, hath Chrift given ycu more Grace then 
others, then how much more hath he obliged you 
to honour him thereby? And is this your requital 
of his love? What ! to take the Crown from his 


head, and put it upon your own / Certainly a* 


greater injury cannot be done to Chriſt then this. 
Well then, by all this be perſwaded to ceaſe 
from your ſelves, yea from your Religious ſelves ; 
and to all other your preparations, add this as a 
choice one: If you do thele things, you ſhall ne- 
ver fall. Andthus you fee the compleat Chriftian 

in his exuipage for ſufferings. | 
CHA P. 
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Cortaining the Pr uſe of the point by: oe of 6 conv 
Gon, diſcovering the unreadineſs of ets of. 


Profeſſors for ſuffering: Work, 


Ou have ſeen by all that hath beeg ſpoken,what 

the neceſſary prerequiſites unto a luffering con- 
dition are, and what Manner of perfons: you'muſt 
be (bothfor habitual and aQtual readineſs) if ever 
you honour Chrift by bonds or death for him, And 
[ doubt not but your judgments and conſciences 
yieldto the evident neceſſity of thelethings,whete- 
in | have placed the Chriſtians readineſs. But alas! 
where ſhall we find among the throngs and crowds: 
of Profefſours, any conſjderable numbers thus-qua- 
lified and prepared ; ? Toſuffer for Chrift, is a giſt 
that few have received, We are fallea inzo the 
dregs of time. Oh how little of the Primitive z-al 
and fimplicity remains among the Profefſours of 
this Age / Later times have produced a {oat of Bra- 
feſſours of another ſtamp aud Spirir. Theſe have; 
the /izhr, but they had the /ovs: theſe ſee mare, 
but they did and fuffered more. How many that are 
no 0-nament to Religion , do adorn themfelves with 
the name of it / 

Now accorCins to this account givenof a ready 
Ciriftian, divers proſeſſing perions will be convict- 
ed of their unreadinefſs and inability to manage 
ſuffering work ; As firſt, 

i. The politick and hypocritical Profcfſours, 
whole hearts were never ſet right at firft, and there 
fore cannot be fedfaſt when trialscome, Pſal.58.8. 
Their hearts were never ſound4in Gods ſtatutes, and 
therefore no wonder if they be not only a ſaare 
M, 
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Preparation for Sufferings ; Or, 
to, but aſhamed of their profeſſion, P/al. 1 19.86. 
Never wonder if yon ſce that p: ofeſſion which be- 
gan in hypscriſie, to end in apoſtacy. Theſe want 
their habitual readineſs far ſufferings, and fo can - 
not drink of that Cup : needs mutt they fall when 
tried ; and when they fall, they fall dreadiully, and 
often irrecoverably,for they neither have the ſeed of 
God in them, nor any promiſe of God made to them. 

And are therc not many ſuch to be found in eve- 
ry place? For (1)how difficult is it to perſwade 
many of you to any duty that hathlofs or hazard at- 
tending on it.Doth not the ſincere heart ſtand incli- 
nable and diſpoted to'all the known will of God ? 
Pſal.119.6. Do Chriſtians uſe to enquire more 
what is cheap, eaſic. and fafe for them, or what is 
their Cuty ?:Gal.1.15. Speak Conſcience, for to 
thee | do appeal; Art thou not confcious of ſome 
referves, limi:tions, and exceptions ? Doth not 
the man like Naamandelire the Lord to excuſe and 
pardon him in this or that thing? 2 Kings 5; 17. 
And thinkeft thou that this is conſiſtent with (in- 
cere obedience which excepts no duty, nor quar- 
rels with 2ny command, becauſe they all low equal- 
Iy from the ſovereignty of God? Fam.2.11. and fo 
doth what it doth intuitu voluntatis, vpon the light 
of Gods will. Say Conſcience, Are they not great 
firuglings, diſputes, and conteſts betwixt thee, and 
fleſhly intereſts in ſuch caſes ? and art thou not fre- 
quently over-born ? Oh fearch your hearts in this 
particular. 

Yea ſecondly, I appeal to you. whether there 
be not many among you that chool: (in rather then 
aſflition? This is alwayes the Hypocrites option 
and choice. He judges ſufferings the greateſt evils, 
and ſo orders bimfelf in his eleQion. [t was meer- 
ly to avoid perſecution that thole Hypocrites, Gal. 

* ; 6:12 
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6.12. conſtrained otkersto be circumciſed, onely 
c0 gratifie the Fews; that ſo by a ſinful compliance 


with them, the offence of the Crols might ceaſe. If 


Paul would have done ſo, he might have avoided it 
too, but he durſt not whatever he ſuffered; Gal.z. 
11. Oh this is a ſhrewd ſign of a falſe heart, Fob 
36.21. and the contrary difpolition is always found 
in the upright beart, Heb.11.25. ps 

Nay, are there not ſome that have, and others 
that are ready to throw up their Profeſſion, when 
they ſce into what difficulties it involves them ? 
Whileft they could live upon the profeſſion of 
Truth, they entertained it 3 but when Truth comes 
to live upon them. they rhruft it out, and cry, Away 
with this Profeſſion, it will beggar and unde us: 
They then repent of their forwardnels, and ſecrets 
ly wiſh they bad never engaged in,it.. 'O examine 
whether your hearts be not thus turned back, and 
your fteps declined. If ſo, it's manifeſt you are 
hypocritical Profefſours, and thatiit was ſome out- 
ward ſelf-reſpe& that firſt enzaged you itt your 
Profeſſion, but can never enable you to.hold out 
when difficult dayes come.1 ſayit?s manileft by this 
departure from your Profeſſion,that fome outward 
{elf-reſpeR at firſt allured you to it. As now when 
I behold the artificial motions of the Wheels in a 
Watch, and ſee how regularly the Needle marks 


the journal hours of the Sun upon the flat of the 


Qaadrant, and ſee nothing that moves or guides it, 
it would cauſe admiration if Thad never ſeen it 
before,or did not underftand the cauſe of that mo- 
tion: but when I look upon the other {ide, and 


there find Wheels, Reſſorts,and Counterpoiles, and 


a Spring that cauſes all thoſe motions, i ceaſe to 

wonder ; certainly ſome Luft or other was the 

- ſpring of all thy religious motions ; ſtop or a 
: - 0 
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| off that, arid motion ceaſes: And if it be fo,. this 8 
Scab of Hypocrifie will at laft break out into'the 5 
| Betch of Apoftacy. Thou canft never hold out long Þ , 


onder Trials, 24atth.13.21- Oh how many fuch 
fad ſights may we live to ſee as Trials come! Dif. 
Wt times are coming on, 2 Trm,3.1. and wo to i 
ch then as want ſincerity at the bottome of their I « 
Profeſſion. t 
2. And as theſe-have no habitual readineſs for 
ſt ffcrings, and conſequently muſt be Tujn'd' by 
them, ſo there are others that may be truly godly, }[ ;, 
and have the root of the matter in them, who are || þ 
yet far from an aQtual reaCinels, and fo continuing, | 1; 
arc like tobe a reproach tg Religion when their t 
Trial comes. For it is not.2 little Grace in the 
Nlcepy babirthai will ſecyre._ you from falling ſcan- 
dalouſly by the hand; of temptation And although 
F thatSecd of God which-is jn You, will. recover you 
| again, and prevent total and fival Apoſtacy, yet oh 
| conſider what a fad thing it is to enter into, and be 
conquered by temptation, to, be lcd away: in tris 
umph. by the Tempter, and 'made. a reproach to 
Chriſt. O it's a ſad conſideration to think how ma- 
fy there he amongſt the people of God, that dil- 
cover little or no aQual preparation tor ſofferings, 
As firſt; 
a= * Upon how many of the Saints ishe Spirit of 
ſlumber poured cut: Even the wiſe as well as 
fooliſh ſeem nozy to be ſleep. There is a twofela Þ| 
ſpiritual ſleep; thefirſt is.20ral, upon wicked men: || x 
| and it"s one of Gods ſoreſt and drcadfulleſt ſirokes 0 
|| v1 nm4 upon cheir foul; *1/a.29.30. The Hebrew word | ; 
Abb there is the ſame with that which is uſed of Adam, 
|, , wWhenGodcafthimintoa deep ſleep, whilſt he took 
| Avari out his rib. And in 2T7m.2.26.it fignifies ſitch a fleep 
447. as that which is occaſioned by drunkennels ; nk t 
| yen” 
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fuch a fleep doth the Lord awaken all that are ſay- 
ed, and they never fall into it any more. The other 
is partial,” Cant, 5.2. and is incident to the people 
of God, Marth.25.5. This is nothing elſe but that 
torpor of ſluggiſhneſs of ſpirit which ſcizeth up- 
on the Saints;and never did it prevail, | fear among 
them, more then-now.' For where is their aQivity 
for God ?' Where is he that ſtirreth up himſelf to 
take hold of- God ? 1/a.64.7. Where is'there ſuch 
a generation as that, Pſal.24.6. we pray, confer, 
and hear'for the moſt part, but as men ſpeak be- 
twixt ſleeping and waking. Where can:youtind, 
except hcre and there one, that hath'a quick and 
lively ſenſe of Gods indignation upon him, or that 
trembles at his judgements ? Is not that the very 
caſc of the moſt which God deſcribes ? 1/#.42. alt. 

2. How many are ſcized by a private and*world- 
ly ſpirie, every man turning-to his own houſe, and 
eagerly purſuing the world ? Hag:1:g. Fer.45. 
45. Oh! how are we intangled tm che WildemeR? 
how doth the World cat up our time. and'eat' out 
our Zeal;cowardize and ſoften our ſpirits, and ren- 
der us titterſy unfit for the Yoak' and Burden of 
Chriſt? Youthat ſec {ſo much Beauty, and'tafte ſg 
much ſweetnefs in the Creature, will 'you have an 
hard Tugg when call'd todeny it: you are not yet 
prepared ro drink of the Cup, or take vpthe Crofs 

3. How many poor Chriſtians are of # low 00 


timerons-fpiric,ready totremble at the ſhakingof's . 


Leaf::Ah'poor hearts! how unfit are you for Bonds 
or: Death?This-paſfhion of fear that ſo predominates 
in you, is the very paſſion which Satan-affaults, 
and layes frege to 1:1 the hour of Temptation, 'as 
was before noted : and commonly it's occaſioned 
(where it flowes not from che Natural Confilonion 

rom 
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from an exceſſive love to the world, or from ſom"® 
£uilt upon the ſpirit. It's true, the Lord can fo al- 
ſift weak Faith, and ſo ſubdue ring oe as that 


you may. be enabled to ftand the ſhock when it 
comes-;{for, as I noted formerly, our ftrength lies 


not in any thing inherent in us,but we. are ſtrong or 


weak, according to the divine preſence-and afliſt- 
ances that we enjoy) but-yet if you labour not to 
mortifie this Evil,and tir not up your felves in the 
uſe of all appointed means, to rouze your Zeal and 
Courage for Gd, I know go Warrant you. have ty 
expe& 1uch aſſiftances. 

Laftly, how many poor Chriftians among, us, are 
to this, ay. .darkx and cloudy in their Evidences. for 
Heaven ? Had they walked cloſcly with Gnd,becn 
laborious in the difquiſition and ſearch of their 
own hearts, they had long ſince obtained a: clear- 
neſs and ſatisfaction about, the ſtate of, their own 
hearts : Butas the caſe ſtands with them, how unſit 
are they for Bonds or Death. Oh! 'tisafaq caſe, 
when igward and outward Troubles meet together, 
as you may ſee, Ger.4.2.21,22. when there ſhall 

e fightings without, and fears within + When ſuch 
a pang as that, £4m.3. 17, 18. ſhall come over thy 
heart, what wilt thou do .? 

By all that hath been ſaid, it appears, that the 
moft of Profeſſours arc in a very unread; poſture 
for ſufferings : So that as [r6ubles come to an 
height, we are like to. ſee many ſad Spectacles ; 
Many offences will come ; Religion is like to be 
wounded in thiehoulc of it's Iriends, Oh! What: 
a day of: Mercy have we enjoyed ? What helps 
and choice advantages, above any precedent Age, 
_ yet unready ? How fad and inexcuſable is 
this ? : 


CHAP. 
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CHAP. XV. 2, 


Containing nterhie} »ſe of the Point, by way of Exchor- 
tation,perſwading all the People of God, whiltſt the 
Lore reſpites, and grationſly delayes their trials, td 
anſwer the end of God thereis, and prepare chem." 
ſelves for 'greater trials, where ſeveral Motjves 
"are  propounatg, ro excite to the Duty. INN 


u* then ſro your Beds of floth; anake FOTY 
your ſecurity, O yeSaints ; ; pet-upon your 
Watch-Towers,tremble in your' ſelves, thar ye may 
reſt in the Day of Evil, H@b.2.1,3,16. Put-on the 
whole Armbur'of God, hat ye hay be able to { 55% 
in the evil day, and when you have Monit all to flint, 

Eph. 6: Olct it never be aid” of: your Dae ings. 
as it is of .the Tabernaclcs of the wicked. 7ob. 21- 

g- Their Houſes are ſafe from f fear. 

Augnf ful eng +; one that was deeply i ih debr,- 
who yet ſlept heal ily, ferit [far bis Pillow, up-- 
poſin there was.fome ftrati; by NA in that Pil-' 
tow. 5 wonder what Pillow you have gotten, Oye 
drowſie Saitits, that you can fleep fo quietly, upon 
it, now. that-aff 'thitips abour you are corfpiring 
trouble, and threatoing dan: er. Can yon pike. 
Fonah, when Seas o rbar-"' 


f wrath are tumblidg a 


ing round abogt you, 560 rhregriſn toento b vgo,” : 
and all your en gene? dad tho vii "be Stork 4 The 
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Preparation for Sufferings; Or y, 
They ſay Poyſon by being habituated, may be 


made Innocent: We are fo uſed to, or rather 


hardned under calamities, that nothing moves 
or effeCtually awakens us. Lord ! What will the 
endof. theſe things be ? Wilt thou ſurpriſe thy. 
people at unawares ? -Shall thy, judgments find 
=D; ſecure, and. leave them deſperaty,? 2 0 that 
Ged would perſwade,you ro Lather your ſelves to- 
— yea to'gather ragether, (not 10, an yolantfpl 
and leditious way) but inthe way of duty, befare ape 
the Decree bring forth , and the day paſs as t 


ha . Zephs. 2. 1, 24 \ ©, Prepare £9. mget yQur, 
» Amos 4. 2, Brepare your #4 Faith, Hope, Con-; 
Mm '&c.. before Godcall you to. t] 5 Fora of, 
tzem 
"Andto, excite YOU, to .chjs duty, beſdgs Al the 
fore-mentioned 'benefi ts of . a prepared, Spirit, - 
conſider theſe Po ae 9 ha 
motive. - $9 
The many Calls "whic ich 
to this work. The Lord hath RY FS 
and called REN. PLN El jo! fo jk 54 
deaf, to his. Ca hat 1.Cal Shag pon Qu, q 
(1) by the W 1, W jets 1 haygy Cry tO, 
you firſt, NY: <j A ORD 
29 his, Word. "Hetat HY, n 1$;PTrgpNCts one .. 
niouth, Luke 1. 705 yy they have, fg Ed ,you., 
faithfully, (2.) BY Fr c (Rod : {© bath; 
Plal.2. 2. hop GN of uns... . 


Toud yoice, Mc 
derſtanding wall it tk VOICE : W and. thoſe that, 

will not hear it,, ſhall þe laſhe byit. even till}, 
they are, ſick with ſmi ing, , Ver]. 13. (3) By pro-, - 
digious and portentous igns in the'Heavens and. . 

Earth, ſuchas no Ape. c can Parallel, 
loud voice to all thaf regard the. w 


Lord, or the, OPeratigns « of. bis hay 


theſe] have A, 
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calls them. Gods Sermens to the World. Oh that 2 9% 048 
we were wiſe to conſider what Gods Ends are 12 angvy- 
theſe things! One obſerves,'T hat as they are the wara, 
plarneſt and moſt obvious to ſenſe, ſo they are com- Eulſeb. 
monly the laſt, Sermons which God intends to preach #ilt-116.3« 
to Nations, before he influtts his puniſbments on A 
them, if: they repent met. O let not God, ſpeak- 
ing in ordinary and extraordinary ways to you , 
ſtill ſpeak in vain. | F, p 

Your preparation for ſufferings, is the molt 2 afor. 
probable means of preventing your fall and ru- 
ine by thoſe ſufferings. Sufferings prove fatal 
and deſtructive to fome ;, but it is to ſecureand 
careleſs ones: ſuch as are diligent and fairhful 
in the uſe of Gods means, are ſecured from the - 
IKanger. Chriſt lays our conſtancy and perfeve- 

rance very much upon our fore-caſting the 
 Forſt that may fall out, Luke 14. 28. Pur on the 
Whole Armour of God, that ye may be able to ſtand, 
'WEpre/. 6. He that hath firſt ſevered Chriſt in his 
houghts from all worldly advantages, and put 
he caie thus to his own Soul, O my Soul, canſt 
Ion irbrace or love 2, naked Chriſt ? Canſt 
e content to be impoveriſhed, impriſoned, and k 
fer the loſs of all for him ? He is moſt likely { 
d cleave faithfully to him, when the caſe is re- 
ly preſented to him indeed, And can it ſeem 
«light thing in your eyes, tobe inabled to ſtand | 
Þ fach an evil day? If you fall away from F- 
x Þiiſt, then all that you have wrou hr is loſt, 
oo W&tk: 33: 13. Gidcons One Baſtard deitroyed all 
x $3. ſeventy Sons. This act renders all former 
. 7 Fons and profeſſions. vain. If you fall, you : 
1, Jail thereby be brought into a more. perfect | 
£1» Pldage to the Devil than. ever, Matth. 12.23. 
s 2, ordinarily Apoſtates are judicialiy given 
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up to be Perſecutors, He. 5. 12. 1 Tim. 1.20. 
and are ſeldome or never recovered” again by 
Grace , Heb. 6. 4, 6. They that lick up their 
yomit, ſeldome caſt it up any more. Ir is a fall, 
within a little as low as the unpardonable ſin, 


whence never any riſe again. In ſome caſes the 


Fudge will not allow the Offender his Book. And 
1s it not then a choice and deſtrable mercy to 
eſcape and prevent ſuch a fall as this ? O good 
Souls, ply your Preparation-work cloſe then ; 
prepare, or you periſh. EE 

3- This will beſt anſwer the Grace of God, 
in affording you ſuch choice helps and advan- 
tages as you have enjoyed. How long have you 
enjoyed the free liberty of the Coſpel, ſhining 


in its luſtre among you ? This Sun which to 


ſome other Nations hath not riſen, and to di- 
vers on whom it hath ſhined, yet it is but as a 
Winters Sun, remote, and its Beams but fee- 
ble : But you have lived'as it were under the 
Line, It hath been over your heads, and ſhed 
its richeſt influences upon you. Yea, Gods Mj- 
niſters, who are not only appointed to be 
Watchmen, Ezek. 3. 17. but Trumpeters to dif- 
cover danger, Nmb. 10. 8. theſe have faithful- 
Iy warned you of a day of. trouble, and given 
| you their beſt aſſiſtance to make you ready for 
it. And is not their joy, yea life bound up in 
your ſtability in ſuch a day of Tryal? Doth 
not every one of them call upon you in the 
words of the Apoſtle, Phil. 4. 1. Therefore my 
Brethren, dearly Beloved and longed for, my joy 
and Crown, ſo ſtand faſt in the Lord my dearly be- 
leved. Will it not cut them to the very heart, 
if after all their ſpending labours among yon, 
they ftill leave you unready ? Enemies {till to 


> oO Ne LD EN 


The beſt Work, in the worſt Times. 
the Croſs of Chriſt, impoſſible to be recon- 
ciled and perſwaded to ſuffering-work for 
Chriſt. | On 

I remember I have read of the Athenian Co- 
drus, who being informed by the Oracle, that 
the people whoſe King ſhould be ſlain in-Bat- 
tel, ſhould be Conquerours : He thereupon diſ- 
robed himſelf, and in a diſguize went into the 
Enemies Quarters, that he might ſteal a death 
to make his people victorious. 

Oh! how glad would your Minifters be, if 
you might conquer, and overcome in the day 
of temptation, whatever become of their lives 
and liberties ! Yea, 4nd sf they be offered up upon 
the ſacrifice and ſervice of your faith, they can re- 
Joyce, and joy with. you all. Such is their zeal 
and Jonging after your ſecurity and welfare. 
But if ſtill you remain an unready people, and 
do become a prey to temptation, Oh how inex- 
cuſable will you be! 

4. Remember how ready the Lord Jeſus was 
to ſuffer the hardeſt and vileſt things for you. 
He had a bitter Cup put into his hands to drink 
for you, into which the wrath both of God and 
man was ſqueezed out. Never had man ſuch 


ſufferings to undergo as Chriſts, Whether you Chrifi » 
conſider (1) the dignity of his perſon, who was fuit major - | 


I . | od 13 omnibus 
the form of God, and might have ſtood upon pr ce EG 


Aquin, 


his Peerage and Equality with him , he. is the 
ſparkling Diamond of Heaven, Atts 7. 56.. Thi 
Darling of the Fathers Soul, 1/2. 42. 1. gloriows 
as the only begotten of the Father, Fob» 1.1.4. 
yea glory it ſelf, Fames 2. 1. yea, the very bright- 
weſt of glory, Heb. 1. 3. He is the delicia Chrs- 


ſtrani orbis, fairer than the Sons .of 'men : And for 


him to be ſo debaſed , below ſa many thou- 
K 3 ſands 
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ſands of his own Creatures, become a Worm, 
and no man , this' was'a wondetfal humiliati- 
on. It was Feremiah's lamentation; that ſuch as 
were brought up in Scarlet, imbraced Dung- 
hills; that Princes were hanged up by the 
hands, and the faces cf Elders were not reve- 
renced. But what was'that'to the humiliation 
of the Lord of Glory ? Or (2) that he ſuffered 
in the prime and flower of his years; when 
Full of life and ſenſe, and more capable of ex- 
quiſite ſenſe of pain than others : For he was 


Aquinas. vptime Con:plexionatus, of a ſingular Conſtitution ; 


and all the white he hanged on the Tree, his 
ſenſe of xain not at all blunted or decayed, 
Mark 15. 37, 39. Or. (3) the manner © his 
death. It was the death of the Croſs, which 
was 2S A Rack to Chriſt : for in reference to the 
diſtention of his Members upon the -Crofs, is 
that ſpoken, Fjal. 22. 17. 1 may tell all my bones 
Or (4) That all this while Ged hid his face 
fromhim. When Srephen ſuffered, he ſaw the 
Heavensopened. The Afartyrs were many of 
them raviſhed ani! rranfported with extaſies of 
joy in their ſufivtings ; bur Chriſt in the dark, 
He ſuffered in his Soul as well as in his Body ; 
and the ſufferings of his Soul, were the -very 
. Soul of his fuſjerings. It was the Fathers wrath 
_ that lay ſo heavy an him, as to put him into 
ſuch an agony, that'an inſtance was never gi- 
"ven of the like in*rature': For he ſweat 0620 
great drops, or clodders' of blood, which fell 
from his Body to the gtound, Zuke 22. 24. 1t a- 


mated him, and made him tery heavy. See Mark, 


Cc c | ! % ; oY j { k . 
14.33. yea, ſorrewfi:l even to death, Maith. 26. 
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and willingly drank it up, Fehr 18. 11. _prepa- 
red himſelf to be offered up q ſacrifice, P/al. 40. 


6, 7. Gave his back to the Smiters, 1}a. 50. 6. yea 
longed exceedingly for the time till ic came, 
Like 12. 50. | | | 

' Now, if Chriſt ſo chearfully prepared and 
addreſt himſelf to ſuch ſufferings as theſe for 
you, ſhould you not'prepare your ſelves ro en- 
counter any difficulty or hardſhip for him ?. © 
my Brethren, Doth not this ſeem a juſt and fair 
inference royou, from the ſufferings of Chriſt 
for you ? 1 Pet. 4. 1. Foraſmuch then as Chriſt 
hath ſuffered for ns in the fleſh, arm your ſelves 
likewiſe with the ſame mind. jp 

Oh trifle no longer; feed not your felves 
with fancies and groundle(s preſumptions of 
immunity and peace, bur foureſe difficulties, 
and fit your ſelves to bear them, 
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Containing the laſt uſe of the point, by way of ſup- 
port and con:fort to poor trembling Souls , who 
Ao take pains to make themſelves ready for ſuf- 
ferings ;, but yet finding . ſuch Strength in Sa- 
tuns temptations, and their own Corruptions, fear 
rbit all their labour is in vain , and that they 
ſhall faint, and utterly Apoftatize, when their 
Troubles and Tryals came to an beght. 


N the laſt place, If it be ſuch a bleſſed 

thing to be ready for Bonds, or Neath for 
Chriſt, this may minifter much comfort to ſuch 
Sou's, who though they cannot ſay as Paul 
heie did, that rhey arercady ;z yer are at work 
d2.Iy -upon their ewn hearts to make them rea- 
ay, aid ſtrive in the uſe of all means to con- 
9er thoſe corruptions that hinder it, and im- 


}-rove thoſe Graces in which it mainly confiſt- 


eth. O poor Soul, what ever preſent unreadi- 


nets or indiſpoſirion thou findeſt, and complain- | 


eſt ct in thine heart, yer thy condition is 
taſe. 


 Ohbrutl cannot be ſatisfied in.that : I fear 
I ſhall 'be over-born by Temptations, when 
they come. to an height. I have ſuch expert- 
ence of the Deccits and Treacherouſneſs of my 
own heart, that it ſeems impoſſible to me to do 
as theſe bleſſed Souls did, when I] come to the 
like Tryals. FR 
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It's well thou ſuſpeCteſt thine - own heart, Sop; 
and trembleſt in thy ſelf; this fear will keep 
thee waking, when others are ſecurely ſleep- 
ing. It was a good ſaying of a Reverend Mi- 
niſter, now with God, He that fears to flinch, Mr.A H 
ſhall never flinch for fear. Its true , ſeeming 
Grace may be totally loſt, Luke 8. 18. Heb. 6. 
4, 5-2 Pet. 2. 20. It's :gtanted alſo, that the 
{ins of Believers deſerve that God ſhould for- 
ſake them , and that he may ſuffer Grace- in 
them ito be ſadly re-bated, and: they may fall 
before” g- Temptation , as Peter, and all the 
Diſciples did. But that thou ſhalt never be 
ſeparated from Chriſt ;.: or fall Totus, « toto, 


in totum, utterly away from God, thou mayeſt "3 


be abundantly fatisfied- upon theſe five: or ſix 
grounds. 


1. From Gods Eternal EleCting Love, where: 
withall gracious Souls are beloved and im- 


. braced, be their Graces never ſo weak, or their 


corruptions never ſo ſtrong. This is immuta- 
ble, Heb. 6. 18. and hence it's ſaid, Mark 13. 
22. They ſhall deceive (if it were poſſible) the ve- 


| ry Eleef. Now this immutable purpoſe of God, 


is not founded upon any mutable ground or 
reaſon in thee, Ko. g. 11. Yea, when he * E-+ ang, 


| lefted thee, he ſaw what thou wouldſthe, and 2g. 


yet that hindred him not. 


2. From the Covenant of Grace, 4n the 
Boſom of which thou art wrapped -upÞ':-:This is 
alt tby ſalvation, andall thy hope, it will af- 
ford thee abundant fatisfaCtion, 1f thon do but 
weigh particulazly theſe three things about it: 


1. That 
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Prephrarcor for Soffirings ; or, 
1. That the 4urhvy of this Covenant 'is not a 


FE frokle Creature, but a fuirhfaul God, with' whom 


there is not yes and-.yay : With whoft there 
is 'no variableneſs, nor ſhadow of turning; 


_..*" whoſe Gifts and Callings-are without repen- 


tance; ſo -that ohce-withm the claſp'of this 
bleffed Covenant: and init for ever. 2. That 
God hath, eſtabliſhed 'the |Covenant: with you 
in the Blood-of Chriſt ; ' therefore the Sacra- 
mental Cup, is. called the Cup of the New Tefta- 
ment in bis Blvod, Luke 22. 20. the everlaſting 
Merit and Efficacy whereof, gives the Soul of 
a Believer the higheſt fatisfaction imaginable. 
Laſtly, addto this, that in this Covenant God 
hath undertaken for us, as well as for himſelf: 
Sa that whit is a Conaitiox in one Scripture, is 
the matter of a Proſe in another Scripture, 
Fer. 32. 40. | 


- 3- From that ſtrict and intimate union that 
1s betwixt Chriſt and thee. And hence it's im- 
poſlible ' thov ſhouldeft be loſt : For 1. Thy -1- 
nion with his Perſon, draws intereſt in his Pro- 
perties with it: What ever he js, or hath, it is 
for thee ; his eye of Knowledge, arm of Pow- 
er, bowels of Pity, it's all for thee. 


2. This union with his Perſon, ſecures thy 
feeble Graces from periſhing, Fohn 4. 14: Thy 
Graces have an everlaſting Spring. Whileſt 
there is Sap in this Rovr,, it will aſcend into 
the Branches. | | 


Er It implies-thy Perſeverance, becauſe by 
this union thou becomeft” an integra! bs rag 
| Chriſts 
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Chriſts.Body, which.,wonld be mutilate and de- 
fective, ſhould:t thou be car off and loſt. 


. 4. From the prevalent interceſſion of Jeſus 
Chriſtjn the Heavens, for all his Saints, in all 
their tryals here on Earth. From hence the 
Apoſtle infers the certainty of our Perſeve- 
rance , Koz. 8. 34. aid a pregnant inftance of 
it yqu-have in Peters caſe, Luke 22.32. So Heb. 
7. 25., #peaks fully to the cate. To ftrengthen 
this, conſider 1. Who it is that intercedes : It's: 
Chriſt, , whoſe Perſon is moſt dear and ingratia-' 
ted with the Father, Fohn 11. 42. 2. What he 
intercedes for : Surely for nothing but what is 
moſt ſuitable to. his Fathers will. The Will of 
Chriſt, and his Fathers, do not claſh;,'Fohr 16. 
26, 27- yea, what he prays for, he prays not 
for gratis, or asks. upon any diſhonourable 
terms to the juſtice of his Father ; but they are 
all mercies purchaſed and you for ; and there- 
fore fear not the failing of your Graces. 


5- Fram the Spirit. of Chriſt which dwelleth 
and abideth in thee, and. hath begun his faving 
work upon thee. I ſay ſaving, forelſe it would 
afford no argument : His common works. on. 
Hypocrites come to nothing, bur in thee they 
cannot fail ; For 1: His Honour is pawned and, 
ingaged .to; perfect it: ' That reproach of the 
fooliſh\Ruilder ſhall 'never lye upon - him, that 
he began to build, but could not finiſh. Be-' 
ſides, this. would irritate, and void\ all that the” 
Father and the Son have done for thee; both 
their works are compleat and perfect in their 
kinds, and the Spirit is the laſt efficient in _— | 
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of working. 2. Beſides, the Grace he hath al- 
ready wrought in thee, may give thee yet fur- 
ther and fuller aſſurance of its preſervation, in- 
aſmuch as it hath the nature of a Seal, Pledge, 
and Earneſt of the whole, Rom. 8. 23. 2 Cor. 1. 
22. So that it cannot fail. £00 


6. From thoſe multitudes of A/ſerrory, Pro- 
wi/ſory , and Comparative Scriptures , the rich 
veins whereof run through the Book of God, as 
ſo many ſtreams to refreſh:thy Soul. Of Afſer- 
tory Scriptures , ſee John 6. 39. Fohn 10. 28. 
1 Fohn 2. 19. Of Promiſſory Scriptures, - ſee /- 
ſa. 54. 10. Jer. 34. 40. 1 Cor. 1. 8, &c. Of 
Comparative Scriptures, ſee Pal. 1. 3. Pſal. 125. 
1. Fohn 4. 14. &c. The principal ſcope of all 
which, is to ſhew the indefectible nature of true 
Grace in the Saints. 
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And now, how ſhould this refreſh thydroop- || 
ing Soul, make thee gird up the loyns of thy || , 
mind ! ſince thou doſt not run as one uncertain, || c 
neither fighteſt as one that beats the Air, 1 Cor.g. Þ| 
26. bur arr ſo ſecured from total Apoſtacy, as || ,, 
thou ſeeſt thou art by all theſe things. O bleſs 
ye the Lord. | 'R 


Ob. 2, , But the Lord ſeems to be departed from my 
| Soul ; God is -afar off from me, and troubles are 
near. 1 ſeem to be in ſuch a caſe as Saul was, 
when the Phil;ftines made war upon him, and 
God was departed from him; and therefore 1 
ſhall fall, | 


w-0Q 


We 


©. Not ſo; for there are two forts of Divine 
deſertions: The one is ab/olure,, when the Lord. 
| | _ © utterly 
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utterly forſzkes his Creatures, ſo that they ſhall 
never behold his face more : The other is /- 
mited and reſpeftive, and ſo he forſook bis own 
Son, and often doth his own Elect : And of this 
kind, ſome. are _only Cautional, ro prevent in ; 
ſome are meerly Probations!, to try Grace ; and 
others Caftigatory, to chaitiſe our negligence and 
careleſneſs. . Now though I bave not a word of 
comfort to ſpeak in the caſe of total and abſolute 
Deſertions; yet of the latter, (which doubtleſs 
1s thy caſe) much may be ſaid by way of ſupport, 
be it of which of the three forts it will, or in 
what degree it will. For 1. This hath been - 
the caſe of many, precious Souls, Pſal. 22. 1,2. 
Pſal. 77. 2. Pſal. $88. g. Fob 13. 24, 25, 26. 
This was poor Mr. Glovers caſe, as you will find 
in his Story, and it continued till he came with- 
in ſight of the Stake : therefore no new or 
ſtrange thing hath happened to you. . 

2. The Lord by this will advantage thee 
for perſeverance, not only as they are cauti- 
onal againſt fin, but as they make thee hold 
Chriſt the faſter, and prize his F Preſence at an 
higher rate, when he ſhall pleaſe graciouſly to 
manifeſt himſelf to thee again. 

3. This ſhall not abide for ever; it's but a 
little Cloud, and will blow over. It-is but for. 
a moment , and that moments Darkneſs uſhers 
m everlaſting Light, 1/a. 54-7: | 

Yea laſtly, The light of Gods Countenance 
ſhall not only be reſtored Certainly, but it ſhall 
be reſtored Seaſonably ,, when thy - Darkneſs is 

reateſ#,, thy trouble's at the highe/, and thy 

opes loweſt. He is a God of Judgment, and 

knows how to time his o wy mercies, Pſa 138-3 
| | q 
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! ButlI am'aweak Woinan, or a young, Perſon, 


how ſhall I be able' to cohfeſs Chriſt before 'Ru- 
lers, and look: great ones in the face? _ 
Chriſt delights to make his Power known in 


ſuch, 2 Cor. 12. 9g. for! he affets not' Social. 


glory. CO TTRE 
2. Thon ſhalt be holden up, for God is able to 


make' thee and, Rom. 14.4; Thou that art ſen- 


ſible of thine own inficrmity, -mayeft run to that 
Promiſe. BE 

3: Such poor weak Creatures ſhall- endure, 
when ſtronger'(it Self-confident) fall, 1/2. 40. 
30,31. Even the youths ſhall faint, and be" wea- 
ry, and-the young men' utteriy fall; but they that 
wait  ufgn the Lord, ſhall renew their” ſtrength : 
They ſhall mitiht up with'n*ngs as' Eagles," rH1 and 


not be weary, wk, and not faint, , © 

Youths and young men'are bold, dating and 
confident perſons , -that- truſt to, thejr. own 
ſtrengths to'whom' ſuch as wait upon the Lord, 
ftand | here? oppoſed + They ſhall faint, but 
theſe ſhall teriew their ſtrength; 

Art thou one that white 
on an- All-ſufficient God,'tn the ſenſe of thine 
own weakneſs ? This Promiſe then is for thee. 

4+ You may furniſh-your-ſetves at pleaſure, 


with' Examples of 'the mighty Power of 'God 


reſting upon '{uch as- you'are, out 'of onr own 
Martyrology. I: ” > . 
Thomus Drowry the/poor blind Boy, Fox Vol. 
3. P. 703. What'a preſence of Spirit was with 
him, when examined by'the Chancello? ! 


Enlalia a Virgin, of about twelve years of 


age, ſee how ſhe- was ated above thoſe years, 


yea, above the power of Nature : Fox. Vol. 1. 


and deptenddſt up. 
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And thus you have ſome help offered you by 
a weak hand, in your preſent and moſt impor- 
tant work. | | 

The Lord carry home all with Power upon 
your hearts, that (if God call you to ſuffer for 
him) you may ſay as Paul did, ] am nowready to 
be offered up, and the time of my departure is at 
hand. I have fought a good fight, I have finiſhed 
my courſe, I have kept the fanh, henceforth there 
is laid up for me a Crown of Righteouſneſs, which 
God the Righteous Fudge ſhall give me at that day ; 
and not to me only, but to them alſo which love fie 
appearing, 2 Tim. 4. 6. And as you expect ſo to 
finiſh your courſe with joy, be diligent in the 
uſe of all means, to prepare and make your 
ſelves ready to follow the Call of God, whe- 
ther it be to Bonds, or to Death, for the Name 
df the Lord Jeſus. 
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, 120. Tender Women, yeaiChildren a& a- 
cho themſelves , when aſſiſted by a ſtrong 
God. 
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